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What is an open 
licence?



A “legally binding instrument 
that grants permission to 
access, re-use, and redistribute 
a work with few or no 
restrictions”.

United States government, 2023

Photo by Kaitlyn Baker on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@kaitlynbaker?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/vZJdYl5JVXY?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Who holds the 
copyright for 
your research 
outputs?



You do!

Photo by Andrea Piacquadio on Pexels

*in most cases

https://www.pexels.com/photo/selective-focus-photo-of-man-s-index-finger-3779430/


Stop and think 
before you 
publish!

Photo by Afif Ramdhasuma on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@javaistan?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/KsaSqVcdKF0?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Why might we 
want to use an 
open licence?
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Add your thoughts to the 
Padlet page.

https://padlet.com/t_riley/why
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Non-open article



• Limited access
• Limited sharing
• Limited reuse

Photo by Peter Herrmann on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/pt-br/@tama66?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/xZfdoXQf1VE?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Open access 
article



Wider access, 
including outside 
academia and 
the global north

Photo by Roan Lavery on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@roanlavery?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/OCOe-HTP9V0?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Photo by Amy Shamblen on Unsplash

Greater sharing
and better visibility

https://unsplash.com/@amyshamblen?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/M-dLdqCVfAY?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Reuse, adapt
and build on 
your work
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There are many 
kinds of open 
licence.

• Open Government Licence (OGL)
• Creative Commons
• Apache Licence
• MIT Licence
• Open Database License (ODbL)
• WTFPL
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Creative Commons 
licences



Suite of open 
licences.

Basic attribution 
licence to which 
you can add further 
conditions.

Image by Ralph from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/ralphs_fotos-1767157/?utm_source=link-attribution&amp;utm_medium=referral&amp;utm_campaign=image&amp;utm_content=2759699
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&amp;utm_medium=referral&amp;utm_campaign=image&amp;utm_content=2759699


You must credit the 
original creator.

BY
attribution

Photo by Ana Bejarano on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@summertime_studio?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/3qLJHi0b4O8?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


You must add the same 
licence to any derivative 
works you create.

SA
share alike

Photo by Ana Bejarano on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@summertime_studio?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/3qLJHi0b4O8?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


You can only use the 
work for non-commercial 
purposes.

NC
non-commercial

Photo by Irene Kredenets on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@ikredenets?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/tVs-nga-tpo?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


You can’t create any 
derivative works.

ND
no derivatives

Image by Rhian from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com/users/rhianjane-3880874/?utm_source=link-attribution&amp;utm_medium=referral&amp;utm_campaign=image&amp;utm_content=3816238
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&amp;utm_medium=referral&amp;utm_campaign=image&amp;utm_content=3816238


Basic licence

CC BY
attribution licence

Photo ‘Delicious Vanilla Ice Cream ‘ by Butal Lee on Flickr. 
Licensed under CC BY-NC-ND licence.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/leeicep/


e.g.
CC BY-NC-SA
attribution, non-
commercial, share alike

Additional licence 
conditions can be added 
to create different 
licences.

Photo by Josephina Kolpachnikof on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@josephinakdesign?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/piA65cp-1EI?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Creator waives all their 
rights.

CC0
public domain

Photo by Lanju Fotografie on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@lanju_fotografie?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/pVBEW_ASk4o?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Funder 
mandates
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Many funders 
have open access 
mandates.



Most funders 
require you to 
use CC BY for 
your publications.

Photo by CDC on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@cdc?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/IFpQtennlj8?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Third-party 
material



You may need to 
reproduce third-
party content in 
your openly-
licensed work.

Photo by Robert Anasch on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/ko/@diesektion?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/McX3XuJRsUM?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


www.abdn.ac.uk/open-research | openresearch@abdn.ac.uk | 
@OpenResearchUoA

You might use this material:

• Under a legal copyright 
exception

• Under an open licence
• With permission from 

the rightsholder
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You must indicate if 
any material has a 
different licence to 
the overall open 
licence you are using.
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Example:

Photo: Zoology 
Museum specimens, 
© University of 
Aberdeen, 2023.
All rights reserved.
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Example:

Photo: ‘Puffin’ by 
David Reid via Flickr. 
Licensed under a 
Creative Commons 
Attribution-
NonCommercial 2.0 
Generic (CC BY-NC 
2.0) licence.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/zzathras777/1266403910/
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Open licences 
for data



•Removes uncertainty about what others can 
do with your work

•You can grant re-uses without others having 
to contact you

•Be clear! The easier you make it for people, 
more likely they will follow your wishes

Why license your data
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1. Check if the data can be © : Not all data is copyrightable in all jurisdictions.  If the data 
is not copyrightable or if you are not sure, apply a CCO or other open data public domain 
dedication. This provides clarity for the re-user.

2. Check who owns ©: If you don’t own the rights, you need to comply with the 
requirements of the original rights holder.

3. If you own the © : Determine what license you want to apply.
○ Remember that any license imposing more conditions than attribution makes re-use, 

crawling, text and data mining either very complicated or simply impossible
○ Consider applying CC0 or other open data public domain dedication. If you want to 

ensure you are correctly attributed, provide a clear statement in the credits. 

Licensing Datasets
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Open licenses and copyright 101, Gwen Franck Open Licenses and Copyright 101 | Zenodo

https://zenodo.org/record/1488616#.Y9J-rsnP2P3


•

Attribution  – involves giving credit and linking to the 
license. But to cite data set C you would need to cite all 
the other sources. 

• This can lead to attribution stacking!

CC – for data
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CC - for data

14/03/2023

ShareAlike - the original license may be 
incompatible with other material

No Derivatives – with a dataset it’s 
impossible to extract and use just parts of it

Non-Commercial – may not allow the use 
of data in works which are sold
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• Free to :
• Share – copy and redistribute in any medium or format
• Adapt – Remix, and build on, even commercially
• No Attribution required – You’re free to give appropriate credit 

(best practice) buts it’s not required

CCO is the most appropriate licence for sharing data. It 
avoids attribution stacking, allows commercial reuse, and allows 
meta-analyses to be carried out

Public domain
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•Describe structures/file formats

•How this data relates to other datasets

• Identifiers

•Explain what the data represents

•How was it generated?

•Narrative describing your methodology

License and describe
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https://www.knowswhy.com/difference-
explain-describe/



•Proprietary – source code kept carefully guarded 

•Permissive – All rights given, including right to re-
license (MIT, Apache)

•Copyleft (in between) – others can copy and 
distribute as long as they track changes in the 
source code (GPL licenses)

Licensing code
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Licenses for code
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permissive_software_license

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permissive_software_license


Choosing a licence
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https://ufal.github.io/public-license-
selector/

https://creativecommons.org/choose

http://choosealicense.com

https://tldrlegal.com

https://ufal.github.io/public-license-selector/
https://creativecommons.org/choose
http://choosealicense.com/
https://tldrlegal.com/
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Thank You

14/03/2023 44



Any Questions?
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ExplORe: Open Research Essentials
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