
 

COURSE SELECTION INSTRUCTIONS FOR 2014-2015 

NEW STUDENTS 

As a new undergraduate student, you will normally be required to study 8 courses (worth 15 credit points 
each) during your first year;  4 courses in your first half session (September to December) and a further 4 in your 
second half session (January to May). Dependent on your degree programme, some of these courses will be 
prescribed and some may be optional. The courses you are able to choose from will be dependent on your entry 
qualifications and the constraints of the timetable. 

To help you make your course choices, there are a number of tools available to help you.  These can be accessed 
from www.abdn.ac.uk/mycurriculum 

• The University Calendar which provides details of the courses which you must study for your degree 
programme.  If you are taking a joint or major/minor degree, for example MA French-History, you will 
need to look at both the entry for MA French (Joint) and the entry for MA History (Joint). 

• The Catalogue of Courses which provides descriptions of each course, their pre-requisites (which are 
the requirements for entry to courses), and details of their assessment and teaching arrangements. 

• The Timetable Clash Checker which allows you to check that your chosen courses can timetable 
together.  You should use this to ensure that the optional courses you choose in addition to the 
compulsory courses for your degree can be taken together. 

• The Language Diagnostic Test which should be used by new students taking any French or Hispanic 
Studies degree programmes and any student intending to pick either French or Spanish courses as 
options for the first time.  

Step 1: Prescribed Courses 

Refer to the University’s Calendar (www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/calendar/), for details of the courses you must 
study as part of your degree programme. The Calendar example below displays courses a Single Honours student 
in Year 1 of the MA Management Studies programme must study.  

Programme Year 1: 120 Credit points 

First Half-Session Second Half-Session 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Credit 
points 

Course 
Code 

Course Title Credit 
points 

EC 1006 Economics of Business & 
Society 

15 AC 1514 Accounting & 
Entrepreneurship 

15 

MS 1008 Managing Organisations 15 MS 1508 The Context of Business 15 

  Enhanced Study 15   Enhanced Study 15 

Plus 60 credit points from courses of choice, including 30 credits from Enhanced Study 

• The first two digits of a course denote the discipline area, e.g. EC represents Economics. 
• The first numerical digit denotes the programme year, while the second digit denotes in which half session the course 

takes place; i.e. a '0' indicates a first half session course and a '5' indicates a second half session course. 

Using the example above, this student must register for EC1006 and MS1008 in the first half-session and AC1514 
and MS1508 in the second half-session totalling 60 credit points. 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/mycurriculum
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/calendar


Step 2: Enhanced Study [Only applies to single honours students] 

If you are a Single Honours student, you will normally be required to take 15 credits (or one course) of Enhanced 
Study Options each half session, for your first two years of study. Enhanced Study Options are designed to allow 
you to have choice, wider opportunities and greater flexibility in your learning. There are three types of 
Enhanced Study Options: 

1. Sixth Century Courses invite you to consider different approaches to knowledge and enquiry as you look 
at issues affecting the world in which we live today. 

2. Sustained Study is designed to provide you with continual exposure, throughout your first two years, to 
an area of study that is separate to your core subject. Should you be interested in taking Sustained 
Study, this will cover your entire Enhanced Study requirements for both years one and two.  

3. Discipline Breadth Courses allow you to extend the scope of your study by taking a single course that 
interests you. 

For more information on Enhanced Study, please visit the Enhanced Study web pages at 
www.abdn.ac.uk/study/about/enhanced-study-347.   

If you are a Joint Honours student, or on a Major-Minor programme, you will not be required to undertake 
Enhanced Study Options, as the joint nature of your degree provides the necessary breadth. 

Using the above example, the student has already registered for 60 credits of prescribed courses and now 
requires to choose a further 30 credits of Enhanced Study thereby giving them a total of 90 credits so far.   

Step 3: Other courses 

Having chosen your prescribed courses and, where applicable, Enhanced Study courses, you should then make 
up your 120 credits from other courses of your choice.  You should be aware that BSc students should take no 
more than 30 credits from ‘arts’ courses, and MA students should take no more than 30 credits from ‘science’ 
courses.  

Where there is an element of choice, it is your responsibility to consider the options available so that you can 
make an informed choice. More information on courses can be found in the University’s Catalogue of Courses, 
www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/courses/.  

Continuing our, the student has already registered for 60 credits of prescribed courses + 30 credits of Enhanced 
Study courses, and now must choose another 30 credits to ensure that a full programme of 120 credits is 
studied.   

Step 4: Clash checking 

Having identified your prescribed courses and, where applicable, chosen your Enhanced Study and other 
courses, you should then use the Timetable Clash Checker to check that your chosen courses can timetable 
together.   

If you do have two or more courses which do not timetable together, you will have to amend your course 
choices by repeating steps 2 (if you wish to change your Enhanced Study choices) and 3 to amend your other 
choices.  

Step 5: Don’t forget…! 

In addition to choosing your courses, you should also ensure that you have (i) completed eRegistration 
(www.abdn.ac.uk/eReg), and (ii) uploaded your photo (www.abdn.ac.uk/photoupload) for your student ID Card 
before your arrival in Aberdeen. 

And finally, don’t worry – if you have any uncertainty about the courses you have chosen support will be 
available in Freshers’ week.  

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/study/about/enhanced-study-347
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/courses/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/eReg
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/photoupload
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