
Parent and carer information sheet version 6 26-11-19 

 

Flow of admissions to hospital in children and young people 
Page 1 of 3 

 

   
 

 
FLAMINGO 

FLow of AdMissions to hospital in chIldren and younG peOple 
 

 
Experience of unwell children needing a short stay in hospital (less than 24hrs)? We 

would like to talk with you.  

We would like to invite you to take part in a research project. The project is led by 

Professor Steve Turner of the University of Aberdeen in partnership with the University of 

Stirling and Edinburgh Napier University. This part of the research is being carried out by 

the Nursing Midwifery and Allied Health professions (NMAHP) Research Unit at the 

University of Stirling. 

 

Before you decide, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done 

and what it will involve.  Please take time to read the following information carefully and to 

discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would 

like more information. Take time to decide whether you wish to take part. Thank you for 

reading this.   

 

What is the purpose of the research? 

The aim of this project is to understand why children are admitted to hospital for stays of 

less than 24 hours. To answer this question we are collecting lots of data about hospital 

admissions and speaking to doctors and nurses. We are also talking to parents about their 

experience of having a child being admitted to hospital. 

 

Who can take part? 

Parents or carers whose child has ever been admitted to hospital for a stay of less than 24 

hours for an illness such as a chest infection or fever and not for a broken bone.   

 

Do I have to take part? 

No. It is up to you to decide whether you want to take part or not. If you do decide to take 

part, you will be asked to sign a consent form. You will still be free to stop taking part at 

any time and without giving a reason. If you stop taking part, or decide not to take part, this 

will not affect the standard of health care you and your child receive. 

 

What happens if I take part? 

You will take part in a short (about 20-45 minutes) interview where a researcher will ask 

questions about your experiences of your child being admitted to hospital. We can do the 

interview in a place of your choice, for example, in your home or in a meeting room at the 
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university. If you wish, your partner or someone close to you to be present. If your child is 

6 years of age or older and they want to take part, then they can take part in the interview 

with you at the same time. We will give your child age appropriate information on the study 

and ask them to complete their own consent form.  

 

We might ask the person who referred your child to hospital to also take part in this study. 

We will audio-record the interview so that we can transcribe what you said and then 

analyse it.  The person who is transcribing (i.e. putting into written text what you have said) 

will be a third party (i.e. not one of the research team) who will not know who you are.  You 

will have up to 7 days after your interview to let us know if you no longer want us to use 

your comments. Some parents may find the interview upsetting. If you get upset our 

experienced interviewers will encourage you to take breaks, you can stop at any time and 

not take part any more. 

 

What are the possible benefits of taking part? 

There will be no direct personal benefit in taking part in this study.  However, we hope that 

your views will be useful in improving the care of children in the future. 

 

What are the possible risks of taking part? 

There is a possibility that some parents may become upset.  Our staff are trained and very 

experienced in providing support during interviews   

 

Will my participation in the study be kept confidential? 

Yes. We will keep your personal information, such as your name, address and telephone 

number, confidential in records held in Stirling University.  We will record the interview so 

that your comments can be transcribed and analysed afterwards. We might quote 

something you said in project publications but we will make sure you cannot be identified. 

Your comments will not be linked to your name or other personal information and will be 

stored securely. All data will be managed in line with current data protection guidelines.  

 

If you tell us something during the study which gives us cause for concern about your 

safety or that of your child, then we have a duty of care to take appropriate action. This 

could mean that we cannot keep what you told us confidential. 

 

How will we use information about you?   

We will need to use information from you for this research project.  

This information will include your name and contact details. People will use this information 

to do the research or to check your records to make sure that the research is being done 

properly. 

 

People who do not need to know who you are will not be able to see your name or contact 

details. Your data will have a code number instead. We will keep all information about you 

safe and secure.  
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Once we have finished the study, we will keep some of the data so we can check the 

results. We will write our reports in a way that no-one can work out that you took part in the 

study. 

 

What are your choices about how your information is used? 

You can stop being part of the study at any time, without giving a reason, but we will keep 

information about you that we already have.   

We need to manage your records in specific ways for the research to be reliable. This 

means that we won’t be able to let you see or change the data we hold about you.  

 

Where can you find out more about how your information is used? 

You can find out more about how we use your information  

 

• at www.hra.nhs.uk/information-about-patients/ 

• our leaflet available from the research team 

• by sending an email to dpo@abdn.ac.uk, or by ringing us on 01224-272596. 

 

 

Who has reviewed this project? 

The North of Scotland Research Ethics Committee and specialists in research and health 

care have reviewed this project. 

 

Who is funding this study? 

The Chief Scientist’s Office of the Scottish Government.  

 

What if I want to complain? 

If you have a concern about any aspect of this project, you should ask to speak to the 

researchers first 01786-466277. If you are still unhappy and wish to complain formally, you 

can do this by contacting the University of Aberdeen Research Governance Team via 

researgovernance@abdn.ac.uk or by phoning 01224-554362.   

 

 

What do I do if I want to take part? 

If you are interested in taking part please call the researcher Emma King at the University 

of Stirling on 01786-466277, or you can email us on flamingo@stir.ac.uk 

 

Contact details for queries:  Dr Emma France. Telephone 01786-466421. Email: 

emma.france@stir.ac.uk 

mailto:researgovernance@abdn.ac.uk

