
 

 

QQuuaalliittyy  AAssssuurraannccee  iinn  HHSSRRUU  

HSRU specific 

Web/clean-up day:  The annual HSRU “clean-up” day has been set for Tuesday, 13 December.  All 

staff are being asked to have a general tidy up and to review and update (where necessary) their staff 
profiles & HSRU project summaries (on the web), as well as their project files (S: drive).  Not only is 
this good practice but it was instrumental when it came to preparing all the documentation for the 
Review report. 

Publication update:  HSRU maintains a publication database (MUPPET) that contains details of all 

HSRU publications and presentations, relating to projects undertaken whilst working in the Unit.  To 
ensure that this is kept up-to-date and accurate, the Unit Information Officer carries out a bi-annual 
check of the database.  The next check will be early 2012. 

Staff training review:  All staff are responsible for documenting their training and maintaining an up-

to-date „staff development folder‟ (or equivalent).  It is recommended that all staff should carry out an 
end-of-year review and update of their training records, appraisal objectives and CV. 

Away day implementation group:  The most recent action being addressed by HIIG (the HSRU 
Improvements & Implementation Group), has been to set up a “Staff handbook working group” who will 
oversee the review and update of this handbook.  A new version will be available Spring 2012. 

Monitoring 

MHRA inspection:  Following the statutory GCP inspection earlier this year, the University of 
Aberdeen drafted a response to the findings detailed in the MHRA inspection report.  If the MHRA 
decide that the response is satisfactory, then they will issue the University of Aberdeen with an 
Inspection Statement and an accompanying closing letter. 

HTA monitoring visits:  Two HSRU projects: CLaSS and PROSPECT, together with the HSRU 
Technology Assessment Review (TAR) team have been selected by the HTA to form part of their 

routine monitoring visits for 2011. As such, there will be a number of high profile visitors in the Unit on 

15 December.   

CHaRT 

Study paperwork templates:  A repository of standardised study paperwork templates (e.g. consent 

forms, questionnaires, clinic log etc.) are now available to all staff for use.  They can be found at: 
S:\CHaRT\2. DOWNSTREAM\CHaRT trial paperwork template repository 

Review of CHaRT SOP book:  The CHaRT SOP book is currently being reviewed and updated to 

Version 3.  Once these changes have been finalised, staff will be notified and the necessary training 
will then be implemented.   
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Mixed Methods Research….. focuses on collecting, analysing, and mixing both quantitative and 
qualitative data in a single study or series of studies. Its central premise is that use of quantitative and 
qualitative approaches in combination provides a better understanding of research problems than 
either approach alone.  
(Taken from: John W. Creswell and Vikki Plano Clark.  Designing and Conducting Mixed Methods Research.  Sage. 2007) 

 

The Research Passport ..… is a streamlined system for issuing honorary contracts to researchers 
who do not have a contractual relationship with the NHS.  The Passport benefits researchers, NHS 
organisations and Universities because it: promotes the consistent use of honorary research contracts 
by the NHS; provides clear guidance on their use; provides a streamlined standard system to apply for 
the contracts; avoids repeat checks for each contract; and, clarifies responsibilities of NHS hosts and 
Higher Education Institution employers.   
Please see www.ukcrc.org/regulationgovernance/researchpassport/ for further details. 
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Issue 9.  November 2011  

Welcome to the 9th issue of the HSRU Quality Assurance newsletter 

QA Manager: Samantha Wileman (available Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday). 

Health Services Research Unit, University of Aberdeen, Health Sciences Building, Foresterhill, Aberdeen AB25 2ZD 

Telephone: 01224 438173; Email: hsruqa@abdn.ac.uk; Website: http://www.abdn.ac.uk/hsru/research/quality/ 
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QA CHRISTMAS COLOUR-BY-NUMBERS COMPETITION 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RReesseeaarrcchh  &&  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt    

TTrraaiinniinngg  CCoouurrsseess 

The following courses have been arranged by 
NHS Grampian (NHSG) R&D department: 
 
Good Clinical Practice (GCP) for researchers 
working on non-drug trials 

2011 

Wednesday, 14 December: 9.30 am – 1pm 

2012 

Wednesday, 8 February: 9.30 am – 1pm 

Tuesday, 10 April: 1 – 4.30pm 

Room 115, Health Sciences Building 
 

**New for 2012** A new online update GCP 
course for researchers working on non-drug trials 
will be launched by NHSG at the beginning of 
next year. 
 

For further details go to www.nhsgrampian.org/randd, 
or contact Carole Edwards (Research co-ordination & 
training manager) at c.edwards4@nhs.net.   

GGeenneerraall  RReegguullaattoorryy  aanndd  QQAA  UUppddaattee  

MRC e-Val 2011 

MRC e-Val is an online database designed to gather information 
about the outputs and outcomes of MRC-funded research.  The 
objective is to strengthen the evidence base the MRC use for 
strategic decision-making, reporting its performance against the 
government‟s ten year vision for science, and to better understand 
the research system.  MRC e-Val is an annual data gathering 
exercise which was first launched in November 2009.  All staff who 
hold or have held an MRC grant, have recently completed the e-Val 
survey for 2011.  Summaries of this data will then be added to the 
MRC website. 
 

Clinical Practice Research Datalink service announced 

The Government recently pledged to 'build a consensus on using e-
health record data to create a unique position for the UK in health 
research'. 

A new Clinical Practice Research Datalink service (CPRD) will be 
established by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) in 
partnership with the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory 
Agency (MHRA) by 1 April 2012.  The system builds on the existing 
General Practice Research Database (GPRD), hosted by the MHRA, 
and is intended to create the capacity to draw on the power of large 
linked data sets.  This would create opportunities for uses of 
anonymised data sets and aggregated prescription data linked down 
to GP practice level, whilst ensuring robust protection for individual 
patients' confidentiality and privacy. (For more information see      
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/10/cprd-launch) 
 

Changes to the remit of Research Ethics Committees 

The harmonised UK-wide edition of Governance Arrangements for 
Research Ethics Committees (GAfREC) was issued by the UK 
Health Departments in May 2011 and came into effect on 1 
September 2011.  This document includes revised requirements for 
ethical review of research by RECs.  To check whether this affects 
the need to apply for ethical review for your research under either 
legislation or the policy of the UK Health Departments, please see 
the following: http://www.nres.npsa.nhs.uk/applications/approval-
requirements/ethical-review-requirements/. 
 
 

 

TAKE SOME QUALITY TIME OUT!! 

 

If you have any feedback or 
suggestions, or would like to 

include anything in future editions 
of this newsletter, please contact 

either Samantha Wileman or 
Janice Cruden. 

FFuurrtthheerr  ttrraaiinniinngg  ccoouurrsseess//lleeccttuurreess  

 

College induction for new staff 

Monday, 28 November, 10am – 12 noon 
Monday, 19 December, 10am – 12 noon 

Room 100, University Office, Old Aberdeen 
 

 

Please refer to (www.abdn.ac.uk/hsru/research/quality/) for the latest QA news & events  
as well as in-house templates & documents, a glossary and useful links to University and external regulatory documents. 

 

Enter the Christmas colour-by-numbers 
competition for your chance to win a Quality 

prize!  Pick up a copy of the Christmas scene 

(shown right) from the poly-pocket attached 

to the notice board in front of Janice’s desk 

and colour-in the picture using the colours as 

shown by paint splodges.  Feel free to add 

some extra creativity – glitter, sequins, tinsel 

etc! 
 

Return your entry to either Samantha or 

Janice by Friday, 16 Dec. 

Happy colouring! 
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