The John Robertson Sports Scholarship

Guidelines for Applicants

First year students enrolled in any undergraduate full-time degree at the University of Aberdeen for academic session 2017/18 are eligible to apply for the John Robertson Sports Scholarship.  

The Scholarship is valued at £3,000 per annum. The scholarship will be disbursed in two equal parts, one at the end of November and, pending satisfactory progress, at the beginning of the second half session in February.  The successful scholar will also be awarded free annual membership to Aberdeen Sports Village and specialist advice and coaching from the Sports & Exercise team, including attendance at seminars and strength and conditioning sessions.
The Scholarship will be awarded to a first year undergraduate student at the University of Aberdeen who has demonstrated outstanding achievement and commitment to their chosen sport.  The financial assistance the Scholarship provides should be used to help the scholar achieve their full potential academically and in their chosen sport. A shortlist will be drawn up and students invited to attend for interview.
The student receiving the scholarship must:
i. Maintain membership of the relevant Sports Union Club and compete for the University where possible;
ii. Take part in Scottish Universities and British Universities Championships where appropriate, unless there are exceptional circumstances.
iii. Compete in both University and external competitions as a member of the University of Aberdeen and in a way that brings credit to the scholar and the University.
iv. Maintain a record of training and competition details and submit to the Performance Sport Manager as required throughout the year.
v. Maintain the levels of sporting excellence and commitment commensurate with the scholarship award. 
To be considered for the scholarship you will need to be a first year undergraduate student at the University of Aberdeen in session 2017/18.  The scholarship can only be held by a student of the University – it cannot be transferred to another institution.

An ad hoc Committee composed of representatives from the Sport & Exercise Team and the Development Trust will consider the applications, short list the candidates to attend an interview and make the award.  The Committee’s decision will be final. In making the decision; the selection panel will take into account your sporting abilities and achievements, other relevant information given in your personal statement, and the statement from your referee.  

How to Apply

Please download an application form, complete it, and return it by post to the University along with your reference.  You will receive correspondence acknowledging receipt of your application.

The Personal Reference

You will need to provide a supporting reference. It should be completed by someone who is familiar with your sporting abilities (Coach etc).  The person writing the reference should give it back to you, in a sealed envelope. It is then your responsibility to ensure that the reference is enclosed with your application.

The reference provided will form part of the scholarship selection process.  It is helpful if the referee explicitly deals with the Scholarship Selection criteria and refers to information detailed by the applicant in the Scholarship Application.  
NB: applications where the candidate has written the supporting reference will not be considered by the selection panel. 

Timetable

The closing date for applications is 17 November 2017. Please send your completed application form, together with your reference to:

Ms Gillian Kerr, Performance Sport Manager (John Robertson Sport Scholarship), Sport and Exercise Team, University of Aberdeen, Aberdeen Sports Village, Linksfield Road, Aberdeen, AB24 5RU.
On receipt of applications the Committee will draw up a short list of candidates to be invited to attend for interview.  The interview is expected to take place the week following the closing date, but is subject to change.
Following the interviews, the scholarship will be awarded.

If you have any queries not answered by the guidelines above please contact us at the above address, or by telephoning 01224 438948.
Notification of Awards

Should you be invited to attend for interview, you will be informed at least 3 days in advance of the given date.  
Completing the form

Section 1 - Personal details

Make sure that you give us your name and your address for correspondence. You should supply the name of the School, College or other educational institution, which you attended most recently, your date of birth and the degree course being undertaken at the University of Aberdeen. Please include your e-mail address as an acknowledgement to confirm receipt of your application will be sent.
Section 2 – Sporting Achievements
Please give details of your sporting achievements to date.  This should include any representative honours and the age group these were attained as well as any national or international ranking.  Specific detail should be included on your performances within the last calendar year. Details of your sporting ambitions should be listed in your personal statement (Section 4).
Section 3 - Relevant outside activities

Please tell us about any activity you take part in which you feel is relevant to your current studies. 

Section 4 - Personal statement

You should tell us something about your experience and interests and give reasons why you should be considered for the award of a Sports Scholarship.

If you require further space for Section 4, please attach an extra sheet giving the details.
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