
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st circular 
DRT is one of the world’s main forums for presenting and discussing research in the 
fields of rock deformation, structural geology, rheology, tectonics, microstructures, rock 
physics and the interactions of deformation with metamorphic/diagenetic reactions. 
DRT 2017 is organised by the University of Aberdeen, and will run out of the Eden 
Court Centre in Inverness (Scotland), from evening Sunday 30th April until the evening 
of Thursday 4th May. A one-day mid-conference excursion for all delegates will visit 
locations in Scotland’s NW Highlands Geopark. A series of optional one-day pre-
conference excursions will run together with a post-conference one to Scotland’s North 
Coast. These fieldtrips will allow participants to enjoy a variety of world-famous 
structural geology localities amid classic Scottish landscapes. 
 

 
The Glencoul Thrust in its type locality: part of the mid-conference field excursion. 
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Key dates 
Thu 15th September 2016 Early-bird registration begins and abstract submission 

opens 

Thu 1st December 2016 Early bird and fieldtrip registration ends 

Tue 31st January 2017 Abstract submission closes and late registration ends 

 

Conference programme 
Sun 30th April 2017 Pre-conference excursions and icebreaker party 

Mon 1st May 2017 Oral and poster sessions 

Tue 2nd May 2017 One-day mid-conference excursion open for all delegates 

Wed 3rd May 2017 Oral and poster sessions 

Thu 4th May 2017 Oral and poster sessions. Conference dinner 

Fri 5th- Sun 7th May 2017 Post-conference fieldtrip 

 

Excursions and fieldtrips 
Sunday 30th April - one-day pre-conference excursions 
We will run a series of short excursions (optional for the delegates) on Sunday 30th April. 
These are primarily geared at participants who are combining DRT with the EGU General 
Assembly in Vienna that runs the previous week or otherwise need to stay over a 
Saturday night. You will need to arrive in Inverness on Saturday (29th) to participate in any 
of these excursions. The cost of these is estimated at £25/person (excluding lunch). The 
offered excursions are: 

- Clashach and Burghead area (faulting in porous sandstones) 

- Loch Monar (superposed folding) 

- Beinn Eighe National Nature Reserve (thrust tectonics) 

Minibuses will depart from Inverness at 9:15am, and will return by c.17:00, in time for the 
icebreaker reception. 

Click here to download a flyer of the pre-conference excursions. 

 

Tuesday 2nd May - one-day mid-conference excursions (for all delegates) 
As part of the science programme for DRT we will be running a mid-conference field 
excursion for all delegates, the cost of which is covered in the conference registration fee. 
The intention is to provide a less formal setting for discussions around outcrops and vistas 
in the midst of the NW Highlands Geopark. We will examine amphibolite facies 
deformation with syn-kinematic intrusions, mylonites and classic views into the Moine 
Thrust Belt to appreciate structural geometry. All locations are accessible to participants 
whose mobility may be limited. 

Click here to download a flyer of the mid-conference excursion, and here to download a 
Google Earth kmz file with the excursion localities. 

 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/geosciences/content-images/DRT2017-Pre-conference_excursions_flyer.pdf
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/geosciences/content-images/DRT2017-Mid-conference_excursion_flyer.pdf
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/geosciences/documents/DRT2017-Mid-conference_excursion_locations.kmz
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Friday 5th to Sunday 7th May - post-conference fieldtrip (optional) 
We will offer a three-day post-conference fieldtrip to the North (Sutherland) Coast of 
Scotland, led by Rob Butler. This offers a fine transect across an orogenic front of the 
Caledonides, from the foreland through the Sole Thrust, the Moine Thrust Belt, its 
mylonites (including type examples) and then the mid-crustal ductile thrust zones through 
to migmatites and syn-kinematic intrusions. In addition, there are spectacular outcrops of 
the Permo-Triassic faults associated with the neighbouring West Orkney Basin. 

Click here to download a flyer of the post-conference fieldtrip. A Google Earth kmz file with 
the fieldtrip localities can be obtained by clicking here. 

 
Registration fees and abstract submission 
The expected early-bird registration fee will be £220 for regular participants and £180 for 
PhD and MSc students. This will include the one-day mid-conference excursion, ice-breaker, 
refreshments and lunches. Several travel grants will be offered for young researchers, 
particularly from developing countries. 

Fees and charges will be finalised in September 2016, as early-bird registration opens. 
Registration for the conference is restricted to 140 participants. We will operate a first-come 
first-served policy (also for pre and post-conference field excursions). 

The provisional fee for the one-day pre-conference (optional) excursions on Sunday 30th 
April is £25 per person. 

The post-conference fieldtrip to the NW Scottish Highlands will cost around £330, including 
transportation, accommodation and food. 

Abstracts are to be submitted via email to drt2017@abdn.ac.uk. An abstract template will be 
provided when abstract submission opens in September. 

 

Conference topics 
This meeting will keep the tradition of DRT, focusing on the study of the deformation 
behaviour, rheology of minerals, rocks and materials, and tectonics. For this edition we aim 
also to promote discussion on the geophysical expression of deformation processes, and will 
include a component of applied structural geology. We aim to attract participants doing 
research on all scales of field, experimental and numerical studies of rock deformation, 
tectonics, geodynamics, rheology and material science. 

Sessions may be organised around the following themes: 

• Rheology and deformation mechanisms  
• Continental tectonics and mountain building: from deep to shallow 
• 3D geometry and kinematics of tectonic structures. Virtual outcrop modelling. 

Uncertainty in geologic models 
• Rock mechanics and physics of fractured rocks 
• Geophysical signatures of deformation processes in the crust and mantle 
• Seismic interpretation of subsurface structures 
• Interaction between tectonics and surface processes. Neotectonics 
• Interplay between fluid flow, deformation and mineral reactions 
• Structural geology, tectonics and geophysics for exploration and production of energy 

resources 
 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/geosciences/documents/DRT2017-Post-conference_fieldtrip_flyer.pdf
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/geosciences/content-images/DRT2017-Post-conference_fieldtrip_locations.kmz
mailto:drt2017@abdn.ac.uk
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Special Publication 
One or more special volumes with manuscripts arising from content presented at the 
conference will be published. The journal, topics and timetable will be discussed during the 
conference. 

Organising Committee (University of Aberdeen) 
Enrique Gomez-Rivas e.gomez-rivas@abdn.ac.uk 

Rob Butler rob.butler@abdn.ac.uk 

Dave Healy d.healy@abdn.ac.uk 

Clare Bond clare.bond@abdn.ac.uk 

Ian Alsop ian.alsop@abdn.ac.uk 

David Iacopini d.iacopini@abdn.ac.uk 

Hannah Watkins h.watkins@abdn.ac.uk 

Dave Cornwell d.cornwell@abdn.ac.uk 

Randell Stephenson r.stephenson@abdn.ac.uk 

 

Scientific Committee 
The scientific committee is composed of the members of the organising committee and an 
external advisory board, whose members are: 

Janos Urai RWTH University 
Aachen 

j.urai@ged.rwth-aachen.de 

Susanne Buiter Geological Survey 
Norway 

susanne.buiter@ngu.no 

Lucie Tajcmanova ETH Zürich lucie.tajcmanova@erdw.ethz.ch  

Giorgio Pennacchioni University of Padova giorgio.pennacchioni@unipd.it 

John Wheeler University of Liverpool johnwh@liverpool.ac.uk 

Albert Griera Autonomous University 
of Barcelona 

albert.griera@uab.cat 

Christie Rowe McGill University christie.rowe@mcgill.ca 

Rick Law Virginia Tech rdlaw@vt.edu 

Stephen Laubach University of Texas at 
Austin 

steve.laubach@beg.utexas.edu 

 

Confirmed Invited speakers 
o Jessica Warren (University of Delaware) 
o Rob Knipe (University of Leeds, UK) 
o Anne Paul (University of Grenoble, France) 
o Antonio Teixell (Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain) 
o Nick Timms (Curtin University, Australia) 
o Mike Heap (University of Strasbourg, France) 

 
  

mailto:e.gomez-rivas@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:rob.butler@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:d.healy@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:clare.bond@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:ian.alsop@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:d.iacopini@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:h.watkins@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:d.cornwell@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:r.stephenson@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:j.urai@ged.rwth-aachen.de
mailto:susanne.buiter@ngu.no
mailto:lucie.tajcmanova@erdw.ethz.ch
mailto:giorgio.pennacchioni@unipd.it
mailto:johnwh@liverpool.ac.uk
mailto:albert.griera@uab.cat
mailto:christie.rowe@mcgill.ca
mailto:rdlaw@vt.edu
mailto:steve.laubach@beg.utexas.edu
http://www.jessicamwarren.com/
http://www.see.leeds.ac.uk/people/r.knipe
https://www.isterre.fr/annuaire/pages-web-du-personnel/anne-paul/?lang=fr
http://gent.uab.cat/ateixell/en
http://geology.curtin.edu.au/people/index.cfm/N.Timms
https://eost.unistra.fr/recherche/ipgs/ge/ge-perso/michael-heap/
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Location and Travel Information 

Inverness is the capital of the Scottish Highlands - a vibrant new city, yet relatively close to 
world-famous geological sites. These include outcrops of major thrust contacts, imbricates 
and mylonites in the Moine thrust belt, mid to high grade structures, syn-magmatitic shear 
zones, polyphase deformation and basin-forming faults. The city itself lies astride the Great 
Glen Fault.  

The conference will take place at Eden Court, an international conference and arts centre in 
the heart of the city: https://www.eden-court.co.uk/ 

 

The conference and excursion timetable allows participants to travel to/from Inverness. 
There are connecting flights from various hubs and trains to Inverness from Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Manchester and London. Conference discount vouchers for ScotRail 
will be provided to participants. 
 

 

https://www.eden-court.co.uk/
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Contacts 
If you would like more information about the symposium, please send an email to 
drt2017@abdn.ac.uk. Alternatively, you can also contact: 

 

Enrique Gomez-Rivas 
School of Geosciences 
University of Aberdeen 
Aberdeen AB24 3UE 
Scotland UK 
Email: e.gomez-rivas@abdn.ac.uk 
Phone: 01224 273 915 
 

Rob Butler 
School of Geosciences 
University of Aberdeen 
Aberdeen AB24 3UE 
Scotland UK 
Email: rob.butler@abdn.ac.uk 
Phone: 01224 273 452 
 

Updated information can be found on the symposium web-page: 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/events/drt2017 

 

The Second Circular, with full registration, accommodation and logistical information 
will be available in September 2016.  

mailto:drt2017@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:e.gomez-rivas@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:rob.butler@abdn.ac.uk
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/events/drt2017

