
DRT 2017 

Post-conference field trip 

 
 
The Sutherland coast transect 
This three day excursion explores the structures along the north (Sutherland) 
coast of Scotland. This offers a fine transect across an orogenic front of the 
“Caledonides”,  from the foreland through the Sole Thrust, the Moine Thrust Belt, 
its mylonites and then the mid-crustal ductile thrust zones through to 
migmatites and syn-kinematic intrusions. In addition, there are spectacular 
outcrops of the Permo-Triassic faults associated with the neighbouring West 
Orkney Basin. We will visit Lapworth’s type mylonite, Geikie’s type thrust and 
explore the type example (Boyer & Elliott 1982) of a hinterland-dipping duplex.  
The locations will involve half-day hiking (c 500m ascent, 6-7 km horizontal) 
over rough moorland, together with coastal outcrops and road sections.  
The weather in May can be great – up to around 20C, but equally could still see 
snow-showers and wind. Participants on the excursion will receive a circular 
several months before to assist in planning. However, note timings below. 
Click here to download a Google Earth file with the fieldtrip locations. 
 
Costs 
The field excursion will be limited to 20 participants – and may be subject to a 
surcharge if numbers fall below 12.  
The cost of the field excursion is expected to be £330/person. 
This will cover two nights DBB (based on room sharing), transportation, a field 
guide, packed lunches. 
Some single rooms may be available at a supplementary charge of £30, on a first-
come, first served basis.  
You will be able to enrol and pay for the excursion when DRT registration opens 
 
Logistics 
Depart Inverness Friday before 0900 on Friday (5th May) 
Return to Inverness by 1930 on Sunday (7th May).  
We aim to return in time to connect with the night train from Inverness to 
London. Otherwise participants will need to arrange their own accommodation 
in Inverness.  

   

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/geosciences/content-images/DRT2017-Post-conference_fieldtrip_locations.kmz


Itinerary 
Durness area: Permo-Triassic basin faults; fault rocks in carbonates, quartzites 
and gneissose basement; Moine Thrust, sheared basement phyllonites, 
extensional crenulation cleavage. 
 
Kempie transect: Moine Thrust Belt: transect through folded Cambrian 
quartzites into mylonites – the deformation gradient in the footwall to the Moine 
Thrust. 
 
Conamheall-South Eriboll: 2/3 day hike into the Moine Thrust Belt - imbricated 
Cambrian quartzites leading into the Foinaven duplex. Cataclasites in quartzites.  
 
Ben Arnaboll: hallowed ground – the type example of a thrust, and of mylonites 
(courtesy of Archibald Geikie and Charles Lapworth respectively).  
 
Portvasgo: outcrop analogues for mid-crustal reflectors and a classic transect 
through ductile thrust zones in the Moine. Folds in shear zones (including sheath 
folds), deformed conglomerates, reaction-enhanced ductility (in meta-basic 
intrusions). Analogues for offshore deep seismic profiles.  
 
Torrisdale: syn-kinematic pegmatites in migmatitic Moine rocks. 
 
A series of wet-weather alternatives will be available.  
 

 
 
For more information: 

Visit http://www.abdn.ac.uk/events/drt2017 

Email drt2017@abdn.ac.uk 
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