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The William J McLean Agricultural Scholarship 2022-23
The scholarship was established in 2021 by descendants of William J McLean to honour his and his family’s agricultural and entrepreneurial activities and tenancy in the Moray Firth region. William was born in Portsoy in 1882, and first started farming 50 acres at Mill of Rathven, Buckie, in the early 1900s.  Over the following years, he grew the agricultural land under production to approximately 500 acres and expanded his entrepreneurial activities to oat milling, the breeding and trade of cattle and sheep, and dairy production, to become one of the largest rural employers in the area.
Who can apply:
Open to graduate students and early career researchers to support research in subjects relevant to the agricultural and entrepreneurial legacies and tenancy of William J McLean in the Northeast of Scotland.

The Scholarship is open to:
· Students enrolled at the University of Aberdeen participating in a taught postgraduate programme (e.g. Master of Land Economy (MLE) in Rural Surveying and Rural Property Management, Master of Science in Geographical Information Systems), or a Master by Research (MRes) or PhD in a relevant subject area.
· Early career researchers (based on the definition adopted in the Research Excellence Framework) based either at the University of Aberdeen or the James Hutton Institute.
The qualifying research areas are:
· Applied academic and market research activities aimed at promoting environmentally sustainable and economically viable agricultural, mixed farming and natural land use systems. In addition, both on-farm and off-farm technologically disruptive entrepreneurial activities with a potential to scale up and directly benefit the livelihoods of land managers, be they owners or tenants, throughout the rural economies of Scotland will be considered.  
Study areas supported will include the following research subjects:
· Carbon reducing/neutral and economically positive agriculture (livestock, arable and agroforestry), including related product processing and packaging activities

· Renewable energy & water conservation and utilization for on-farm or multi farmer use
· Regenerative soil management that increases carbon storage and enhances long-run agricultural productivity

· The potential for natural capital-based approaches for enhancing the resilience of land-based businesses while also providing wider societal benefits

· Re-wilding of marginally productive land use systems and identification of potential sustainable business opportunities

· Certification and economic benefits of climate positive farming

· Supporting and enhancing the viability of tenant farming within the Scottish agricultural system

· Seed capital for supporting the entrepreneurship launch of innovation and disruptive start-ups including agriculture-related technologies, pre- and post-harvest food chain added value activities, vertical farming, artificial intelligence, robotics, replacement of single use plastics and others

· Conservation and cultural eco-tourism associated with the agricultural, forestry, wildlife and marine sectors

· Partnership development for capital formation, research and academic and business exchanges

· The role of women in agriculture including, potentially, the contribution of Scottish women of the “Land Army” in World War II and as pioneers of Scottish agriculture

· Support, enhancement and promotion of existing best practices of land use conservation activities of farmers

· Data development and market feasibility studies in any of the above.

The scholarship is available for the 2022-23 academic year and is valued at a maximum of £5,000. Depending on the number of applications received and amounts requested, there may be more than one scholarship available. It will be awarded to an outstanding project proposal which plans to undertake research in one of the areas listed above. The funds are to be used solely to support research and dissemination costs (e.g. travel, equipment and materials). 
How to apply: Please email a statement (maximum of 3 pages of A4) highlighting your interest in the scholarship, your academic interests and how your proposed research will benefit sustainable land use systems and/or disruptive agricultural-related technologies in the North East of Scotland. Please describe how the scholarship funds will be used to enable or enhance your research and include a breakdown of costs with justification in your application. Please also submit your CV. 
Please email your application with ‘The William J McLean Agricultural Scholarship’ in the subject title to giving@abdn.ac.uk
Closing date for receipt of applications is Tuesday 28th February 2023
For informal enquiries, email giving@abdn.ac.uk. A selection panel of University of Aberdeen and the James Hutton Institute representatives will review the applications and make the award.  You will find out the outcome of your application in mid-March 2023 and your project is expected to start in April 2023. A short report on your research will be expected at the end of the project.
