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ABOUT THE CHINESE STUDIES GROUP (CSG)

EVENTS HELD IN 2009/10...

On Wednesday 5 May, Professor Ian Taylor of the University of St Andrews gave a
talk on "China's Rise in Africa: History and Trends". 

On 14 April, Graham Thompson gave a talk on "Supporting NGOs in China - the
experience of The Blackford Trust". 

On 17 March Dr Neil Munro gave a seminar on "Ways of Getting a Government
Permit in China: Strategies and their Determinants." 

On 17 February Professor Nick Pearce of Glasgow University gave a talk entitled
""A Flash in the Pan or the Bushell Bowl Debate". 

On 20 January Don Starr of Durham University gave a talk entitled "Will Chinese
replace French as the UK's first foreign language? The Chinese Government's
Confucius Institute Programme."

On 20 November, Dan Waugh, Emeritus Professor of the University of Washington
gave a talk entitled "Re-centering the Middle Kingdom on the Periphery: China’s
Northern Borderlands". 

On 4 November, Dr Kerry Brown, Senior Fellow at Chatham House, gave a talk on
"The future of political reform in China" to CSG and the Department of Politics and
International Relations.

On Friday 30 and Saturday 31st October, Eddie McGuire and the Harmony Chinese
Music Ensemble gave a seminar and concert 

Here is a list of PAST SPEAKERS from previous years.

 LINKS EXCHANGE
For further details on any of the above, email us at: csg@abdn.ac.uk
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About the Aberdeen Chinese Studies Group
The Aberdeen Chinese Studies Group (CSG) was founded on 2 May 1989 by scholars of the
University of Aberdeen with the aims of developing the inter-disciplinary study and
discussion, on an academic and strictly non-political basis, of all aspects of Chinese social,
political, economic and cultural development. The CSG also aims to encourage and establish
links with other educational establishments, members of the public, local organisations and
the local business community having personal, educational or business interests in China.
The main activity of the group is the organization of talks or seminars, which may be held
jointly with other Studies Groups, with Academic Departments, University affiliated
institutes or with public organisations whose aims are compatible with those of the CSG.
Membership is open to Staff, Undergraduates and Postgraduates of the University of
Aberdeen as well as people outside the University sharing the Group's aims. The group is
run by a Committee (currently seven members) including an Honorary President, Chair,
Secretary and Treasurer. Registered students of the University of Aberdeen can join for free,
and academic events organized by the group are also free. However, there is an annual
membership charge for staff and members of the public (currently £10), which helps to meet
our running costs. Funds belonging to the CSG are held in an established bank and may only
be used in the pursuance of aims of the CSG.
A general meeting is held once a year. The Committee meets on a regular basis. For further
details, see the Aberdeen Chinese Studies Group Constitution.

Become a member! Fill out the subscription form or email csg@abdn.ac.uk
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NEWSLETTER 2009-2010

Public meetings during the academic session 2009-2010:

(1) On Friday 30 October, the Eddie McGuire, Fong Liu
and Kimho Ip, members of the Harmony Ensemble,
delivered a seminar on the history of Chinese music, and
on Saturday 31 October they held a concert at Zeste.

Below is a review of the concert by Professor Peter
Stollery, head of the Music Department.

MUSIC IN THE UNIVERSITY, In association with S-
O-U-N-D, THE HARMONY ENSEMBLE with the
ELPHINSTONE FIDDLERS, ZESTE AT CROMBIE
HALL, Saturday, 31 October 2009 Review by Professor
Peter Stollery

In the past, University Music has occasionally dared to
dip a toe into the vast ocean of World Music. Last year
for instance we enjoyed the Taiko Drummers and when
he was in charge of the Department, Raymond Dodd
brought groups of Indian musicians to the Mitchell Hall.
This year, in association with S-O-U-N-D, The
Harmony Ensemble with Eddie McGuire allowed us no
more than a momentary glimpse into the boundless
musical cultures of China. I am not going to try to fool
anyone into thinking that I know anything at all about
Chinese music, in fact until tonight, my only experience
of the culture has been the ersatz “chinoiserie” in works
like Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde. Surprisingly
though, Mahler’s use of a mandolin in his score seemed
a reasonable approximation to the sounds of the liuqin
played by Cheng-Ying Chuang in Saturday’s concert.

The first thing to say about a performance in which most
things were new to me was how strangely beautiful much
of the music was, full of sounds both unfamiliar yet
strangely familiar as well. There were fascinating
parallels between Chinese and Western instruments. I
have already mentioned the liuquin and the mandolin.
There was also the zheng which Hooi Ling Eng often
caused to sound like a harp. The yangqin or hammered
dulcimer recalled Irish folk music or the cimbalom used
by Kodály in his Háry János Suite. Cheng-Ying
Chuang’s countertenor or falsetto singing was beautifully
done, in fact it sounded far more natural than some of
our Western exponents but there is nothing in our culture
anything like some of the singing styles used by Fong
Liu. From fairly familiar Western styles she was able to
switch effortlessly to Beijing Grand Opera or to Inner
Mongolian, Tibetan or Han styles with stunning catch-
like ornamentations of amazing complexity. I found these
styles particularly attractive especially in the opening and
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closing songs where the complex female vocalisations
were contrasted with the simpler male countertenor.

What did I learn from Saturday’s performance? Firstly,
that China is a vast country with many different musical
cultures marked out by different tribes in different
regions. Secondly, that Chinese civilisation is very old
and that different styles of music have developed and
changed over the years. Lastly, I discovered that purely
by chance, our own Scottish Musical Culture has
developed many interesting parallels with Chinese music.
This of course brings me back to Eddie McGuire and
some of the other musicians who have turned to
exploiting and developing these parallels to create new
music.

We heard several new pieces that followed this route in
different directions at Saturday’s concert. Eddie
McGuire’s song entitled Harmony with Chinese words
by Fong Liu was very attractive with thrilling rhythmic
patterns. Alexander Davidson, leader of the Elphinstone
Fiddlers had written a beautiful piece entitled Glen View
fusing Scottish and Chinese flavours with astonishing
expertise while Kimho Ip’s composition featuring
Yangqin, percussion and feedback echoes must surely
have appealed to the electroacoustic experts in the
audience. For those with more conservative classical
tastes there was even a movement of a concerto, Fishing
Song, complete with full blown cadenza expertly played
by Cheng-Ying Chuang.

This small “taster menu” of Chinese music has certainly
whetted my appetite and I hope we will have the chance
to hear and learn more.

Music seminar, 30 October 2009. Pictures by Neil Munro
.

(2) On 4 November, Dr Kerry Brown, Senior Fellow at
Chatham House, gave a talk on "The Future of Political
Reform in China." Dr Brown pointed out that China
today is a contradictory entity. On the one hand, its
development is one of the great success stories of the last
few decades. Since 1978, Chinese economic reforms
have created a non-state sector and unleashed huge
entrepreneurial dynamism. It has about $2.2 trillion in
foreign currency reserves, about half of which is
American debt. On the other hand, it shows signs of
fragility and complexity. Political reforms have
proceeded slowly. After the Cultural Revolution, much
of the Chinese countryside was in chaos. Experiments
with multicandidate elections at village level led to the
creation of Village Committees, which the central
government called on to assist in collecting taxes and
delivering the one child policy. Gradually, this led to the
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practice of multicandidate elections, which were
recognized in a provisional law passed in 1987 and a
revised law passed in 1998. The law allows for open and
competitive elections to Village Committees every three
years. These elections at the lowest level of government
have been seen as a partial success. However,
experiments with similar elections at township level in
Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces have been seen as a
failure. China's leadership is aware of the need for
poltical reform, but there is no agreement on how to take
things further. Dr Brown argued that in the next 10 years,
China will face big challenges. These include, on the
domestic front: demands from the legal sector for more
judicial independence, the proliferation of non-
governmental organizations and movements, an aging
population, gender imbalances (more males than
females), and the inevitable slow down in GDP growth;
and on the international front: adjusting to China's new
status and visibility in the world, improving relations
with India, dealing with Taiwanese demands for a greater
international role, and developing a cooperative
relationship with the US. The challenge for foreign
governments is to decide how to engage with China. The
situation presents both limits and opportunities. On the
domestic side, most foreign governments and investors
dramatically underestimate the risks. On the international
side, foreign governments need to consider how to work
with China, including how and where to accept Chinese
investments. Dr Brown emphasized that the CCP has
signed up to the goals of rule of law, accountability and
social justice, but the challenge is to find a model for the
political system which is able to deliver all of these
simultaneously. Questions from the audience concerned
party organization, regional development imbalances, the
relationship of economic to political reform, and whether
optimism or pessimism is more justified.

(3) On Friday 20 November, Professor Dan Waugh of
the University of Washington gave a visually stunning
and musically evocative presentation on the history of
China’s northern borderlands. He began with a
discussion of “borderscapes” defined not by their
peripheral location vis a vis capital cities, but as zones of
varied ecology, languages and ethnicity which profited
from cultural, commercial and technological exchange.
The Great Wall, he reminded us, was not one wall, but
many. The traditional perception is that it was made to
keep the barbarians out, but in fact some walls were
made to keep control over conquered territory. Professor
Waugh discussed the history of three northern peoples
whose histories were intertwined with that of the Han
over long periods: the Xiongnu, the Xianbei and the
Khitan. During the Han Dynasty (206-220BC), the
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Xiongnu formed a loose federation controlling a vast
territory from west of Alma Ata to Beijing. Han dynasty
accounts as well as artefacts recovered from Xiongnu
burials show the Xiongnu had much interaction with
neighbouring peoples. The Xianbei, originating in
Manchuria, were of central importance in northern China
during the Six Dynasty period (220-581 AD). Treasures
from their tombs include glassware from Iran and coins
from Byzantium. The Khitan ruled the Liao kingdom
(907-1125 AD) whose territory extended from north of
Lake Baikal to the Sea of Japan. The kingdom had five
major cities and an ethnically diverse population. Liao
pagodas and Buddhist scripture deposits suggest a
wealthy and devout society. China’s northern
borderlands absorbed much from the Han, added much
of their own and gave back to the development of
Chinese civilization. Questions and observations from the
audience concerned the logic of cultural transfers,
Muslim influence in Ningxia and nomadic lifestyles in
Mongolia. A bibliography from Professor Waugh's talk is
available on request.

(4) On 20 January, Don Starr of Durham University gave
a talk entitled "Will Chinese replace French as the UK's
first foreign language? The Chinese Government's
Confucius Institute Programme." Confucius, he reminded
us, was out of favour in China throughout most of the
20th century. Now "the sage" is back in fashion. The
PRC has also re-engaged internationally, culminating in
2001 with its joining the WTO. The idea of "soft power"
that is, using attractiveness to get what you want has
positive overtones in Chinese. It is linked to China's
foreign policy goal of ensuring a peaceful environment
for development. The Confucius Institutes are modelled
on European institutions such as Alliance Française, the
Goethe Institute, the British Council, the Cervantes
Institute, Portugal's Camoes Institute as well as the Japan
Foundation. Its primary activities are language teaching
and cultural events. It does not offer any research
funding. The institution behind the Confucius Institutes is
the Office of the Chinese Language Council International
known more simply by its Chinese acronym, Hanban. It
is headed by a member of the State Council. The first
Confucius Institute was opened in Seoul in 2004.
Originally, 100 were planned, but there will be 500
worldwide by 2010. The Confucius Institutes in the UK
have been active in language teaching, exams, cultural
activities, textbook production, community engagement,
conferences and curriculum development for schools.
The UK has a poor record in learning foreign languages,
but educational policies in relation to languages are
changing. In 2005, 2% of UK schools offered Chinese.
By 2008, 14% offered it. Amongst independent schools
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the proportion was 24% and amongst state schools 6.5%.
The Confucius Institutes are contributing around £2m
annually to UK higher education. Criticisms of
Confucius Institutes, such as the Centre for Social
Cohesion Report A Degree of Influence, include
suggestions that they engage in political propaganda. UK
academics involved with the Confucius Institutes
generally refute such allegations as speculative.
Questions from the audience concerned whether the CI's
real purpose is to generate cultural legitimacy for
economic expansion, comparisons with India, the extent
to which Chinese may be considered one language, and
the Google hacking incident.

(5) On 17 February, Professor Nick Pearce of Glasgow
University gave a seminar entitled “A Flash in the Pan or
the Bushell Bowl Debate.” Dr Stephen Bushell was a
former medical attendant to the British Legation in
Beijing who became an “authority” on Chinese art. In
1870, Bushell purchased in Beijing a cast bronze ritual
vessel called a pan, 33¼ inches in diameter with a 538-
character inscription on the bottom. In 1899 he sold it on
to the Victoria and Albert museum for 80 pounds. The
bowl featured in Bushell’s 1905 volume, Chinese Art, in
which he dated it to the Western Zhou dynasty. French
sinologists questioned the authenticity of the bowl on the
basis of a lack of Chinese interest in the piece and
historical inaccuracies in the inscription. In the second
edition of Chinese Art published posthumously in 1909,
Bushell stuck to his guns, citing Chinese experts as
authorities. Decades of sometimes vitriolic exchanges
ensued as various Sinologists took up positions. A
Canadian scholar declared the bowl to be authentic on
the basis its sound when struck and its smell when
rubbed. However, to Chinese the bowl was an obvious
fake. Feng Hao, a Chinese scholar of the 18th century,
was the first to question its authenticity, noting in
particular the use of characters in the inscription which
did not exist during the Western Zhou dynasty. An
examination of the bowl using modern techniques during
the 1980s revealed that it is made from different kinds of
metal, including possibly some scrap. The bottom of the
bowl is patinated to simulate age and the characters are
cut rather than cast.

(6) On 17 March, Dr Neil Munro of University of
Aberdeen gave a seminar entitled "Ways of getting a
government permit in China: strategies and their
determinants." Using data from the Asia Barometer
nationwide survey in China of 2006, this paper took as
its dependent variable a question on strategies for
overcoming delays in obtaining a government permit.
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When confronted with official obstructions, the modal
Chinese response is to wait patiently; use of connections
and writing letters of complaint are close rivals, whilst
bribery and acting without a permit are marginal
strategies. The paper tested theories concerning what
influences choice of strategy, including contextual
influences and variation at the level of individuals and
households. A multinomial logit model was estimated
first across all of China and then for urban and rural sub-
samples using GDP per capita as a proxy for level of
development. In terms of context, rural institutions
marginally discourage engagement, and region matters,
too, but, contrary to expectations derived from
modernization theory, level of development does not
influence choice of strategy. In terms of characteristics of
individuals and households, generational differences,
gender, political values and evaluations of government
performance are all important influences. The dependent
variable is found to be a useful measure of cultural
norms affecting China’s chances of evolving into a
modern state. Questions from the audience concerned the
wording of the question in Chinese, the areas of social
life in which permits are required under statutory law,
and differences between generations, levels of
bureaucracy, and responses to the same question in other
countries.

(7) On 14 April Graham Thompson, chairman of The
Blackford Trust, gave a talk on the activities of this
Scottish charity and the wider NGO scene in China. The
Trust’s aim is to provide opportunity—a “hand up”
rather than a “hand out” as Graham put it. It works
through partner organizations and since 2008 has
awarded £43,000 of which about half has gone to various
parts of China. Projects include a microfinance project
for women in a poor rural county, library projects for
village schools, including some areas with high levels of
HIV infection due to blood donor contamination, a
project to train students in Shanghai in the skills and
ethos of voluntary work, a project to find domestic foster
families for abandoned girls, and a project supporting
apprenticeships in traditional skills relevant to
preservation of cultural heritage. Graham noted that
although China’s spectacular economic growth has raised
600 million people out of poverty since 1978, according
to a recent DFID report there are “diminishing returns on
growth” for the poor, and 135 million still live on less
than a dollar a day. The NGO sector in China is growing
rapidly: between 2003 and 2009, the number of
registered NGOs increased from 270,000 to 410,000 and
donations increased from RMB4.5 billion to RMB33
billion. The legal framework for charitable activity in
China is presently undergoing revision. Specifics of
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China’s social and political system present particular
challenges to NGO activity: establishing non-
governmental organizations can be difficult, and it is not
possible, for example, to create organizations spanning
several provinces. Questions from the audience
concerned the philosophy of the Trust and its proof-of-
concept approach to charity work, as well as such issues
relating to the wider charity scene as corporate giving,
the role of the Chinese diaspora, cultural values,
government policy, and the different registration
requirements for foreign as opposed to domestic
charities.

(8) The last meeting of the 2009-2010 session was held
jointly with the Department of Politics and International
Relations on Wednesday 5 May. Professor Ian Taylor
from the University of St Andrews gave a talk entitled
“China’s Rise in Africa: History and Trends”. Professor
Taylor argued that China’s recent intense engagement
with Africa constituted the most important development
in Africa since the Cold War. This engagement has a
long pre-history, going back at least to the fifteenth
century voyages of the Chinese admiral Zheng He. In
more recent times, China’s official self-image in its
engagement with Africa has been that, unlike the interest
of western powers, it is not colonial in character and is
based on mutual benefit. Professor Taylor traced this
engagement through four phases: (1) 1949-76,
characterised by attempts to export China’s revolutionary
model, which was successful in some cases and which
resulted in heavy African support for the PRC to take
over the China seat at the UN in 1971; (2) 1976-89, a
period which saw a decline in China’s interest in Africa
(though officially this is denied by the PRC) as not
useful for the strategy of socialist modernisation; (3)
1989-2000, a renewal of interest and engagement with
Africa, partly driven by China’s leadership’s response to
Western attacks on its suppression of the movements of
1989, criticisms which were not echoed by many African
leaders who feared popular resistance to their own rule;
(4) 2000 to the present, the period which has seen
exponential growth in trade between China and Africa.
This is overseen by FOCAC, the Forum on China–Africa
Cooperation, which is more active than, for example, EU
conferences on Africa and which has formed a model for
other countries’ relationships with Africa, such as those
of Turkey and India. However, Professor Taylor ended
by stressing difficulties that China has in pursuing
consistent policies in engagement with Africa. There has
been a decline in the capacity of the Chinese state to
control other actors in this engagement, such as
provincial governments and major energy companies
which compete with each other for African oil. China is
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not monolithic, and does not have a single, united, Africa
policy. The talk was well attended and generated a lively
question and answer session.

Back to home.
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PAST SPEAKERS OF THE ABERDEEN CHINESE STUDIES GROUP

Name Organizational affiliation Title of Talk

Dr Paul Bailey University of Edinburgh "The Reform of Popular Culture in the Republican
Period"

Professor Hugh Baker School of Oriental and African
Studies

"The Chinese Family and the Chinese Lineage"

Dr Robert Benewick University of Sussex "Tiananmen Revisited"

Professor Francesca Bray University of Edinburgh ""Becoming a mother in China: reproductive cultures
past and present""

Professor Robert Bruce,
OBE

Prescott College, Arizona "My Life in China in the 'Thirties"

"        "         " Prescott College, Arizona "Nan Yang revisited: the Chinese of Southeast Asia"

Professor Robin Cameron University of Aberdeen "A Philosopher Visits China"

Neil Chalmers Macaulay Land Use Research
Institute

"The Mongolian Rural Economy in Transition"

Xiangqun Chang City University "Social Welfare and Social Support in a Chinese
Village"

Dr John Chinnery University of Edinburgh "Sichuan in History and Today"

Flemming Christiansen University of Leeds "Overseas Chinese in Europe: the First and Best
Europeans"

Chu Yiu-Kong University of Exeter "Organised Crime in China and its Threat to
European Communities"

Dr Hilary Chung University of Edinburgh "Feminist Criticism and Modern Chinese Literature:
a Reading of Mao Dun".

Professor Craig Clunas University of Sussex "Sinology, Art History and Orientalism: an
overview"
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Delia Davin University of Leeds "Gender and migration in contemporary China"

Professor Jane Duckett University of Glasgow "Economic and Political Dynamics of China's
Welfare System Reforms"

Olive Duncan  "The Hare in the Moon: an Introduction to the Arts
of China"

Sir Richard Evans, KCMG,
KCVO

Former British Ambassador to the
PRC

"Deng Xiaoping: his legacy and achievement"

Dr Harriet Evans University of Westminster "Picturing Power in China's Cultural Revolution"

Dr David Faure Oxford University "Emperor and ancestor: state and lineage in south
China"

Dr Stephan Feuchtwang City University "The Persistence of Village Religion in China"

Dora Gauss  "Gardens of China"

Ge Jiu Zhang Duncan of Jordanstone College of
Art

"Contemporary Chinese Art"

Gerda Geddes "The Use of Symbolism in Ancient China: one aspect
of the Taijiquan"

Professor Jack Goody Cambridge University "Family and Business in China"

Lloyd Gudgeon University of Aberdeen "Rapid Rural Appraisal in China: some unforeseen
findings"

Thomas N Haining, CMG "Two Millenia of the Silk Road"

Anders Hansson University of Edinburgh " 'Mean People': Outcastes in Late Imperial China"

Professor A. J. Hedley Hong Kong University "Oldmeldrum, Old Aberdeen and Old Hong Kong"

David Helliwell Bodleian Library, Oxford University "Ming Encyclopedia, the Yongle Dadian"

Professor John Henley University of Edinburgh "Foreign Direct Investment in China"
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Professor Beverley Hooper University of Sheffield "Consumerism and globalization in contemporary
China"

Dr Caroline Hoy University of Dundee "Crossing the divide: rural to urban migration in
China"

Dr Marc Lanteigne University of St Andrews "China's Energy Security"

Clive Leatherdale University of Aberdeen "Life in Chinese Universities"

Guirong Li Chongqing Medical University "Drug Abuse in China: facts and strategies"

Dr Hong Li Yunnan Normal University "Beyond the south coloured clouds:Yunnan open to
the world"

Garland Liu University of Aberdeen "The Chinese in Britain: from dependent migrant to
self-employed business owner"

Iain Xiaojun Liu Robert Gordon University "Chinese Herbal Medicine: Art, Magic or Medicine"

Professor Geoffrey
MacCormack

University of Aberdeen "Insanity in Late Imperial Chinese Law"

David McClay National Library of Scotland "Chinese journeys of the Victorian travel writer
Isabella Bird"

Professor Gavan P.
McCormack

Australian National University "Water Margins: competing paradigms in China"

Professor Bonnie
McDougall

University of Edinburgh "Self-narrative as Group Discourse in Modern
Chinese Literature"

Sir Robin McLaren Former British Ambassador to the
PRC

"Sino-British relations: a personal view"

Dr Martin Mills University of Aberdeen "The Panchen Lama Controversy: the history of a
Sino-Tibetan dispute"

Dr Peter Nolan Cambridge University "China's Rise, Russia's Fall: economic reform
programmes compared"
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Kitty Pawson National Trust for Scotland The Road to the West: from Beijing to Aberdeen

Professor Peng Xizhe Fudan University, Shanghai "The Changing Population of China"

Professor Keith Pratt University of Durham "An Imperialist in China: Jack Phillips the Oil Man"

Professor John Raeburn University of Aberdeen "Old China and New: some thoughts of one friend
about the dynamics"

Shen Bing Ningxia Communications
Department

""The Ningxia Road Network""

Sheng Xuewen Institute of Sociology at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences

"Chinese Family - Big or Small?"

Dr Norman Stockman University of Aberdeen "Chinese women and the Beijing women’s
conference"

J. M. Suttie Food and Agriculture Organization "Herding risk in Mongolia; transhumant stock rearing
in a cold, semi arid climate"

J. M. Suttie Food and Agriculture Organization "Change in Tibet’s Farming and herding"

Professor Rodney Taylor University of Colorado at Boulder "Confucianism and Qing Thought"

Stuart Thompson School of Oriental and African
Studies

"Mediums and messages: on spirit possession in
contemporary Taiwan"

Judith Thrower "The Old Silk Road""

Dr Steve Tsang Oxford University "Hong Kong: Appointment with China"

Professor Bill Wallace University of Glasgow "New Directions in China"

Jufen Wang Fudan University, Shanghai "The rapid development of Pudong's economy and
society: an illustrated introduction to Shanghai’s new
city"

Don Wells Aberdeen Tai Chi Chuan Group "Finding the Stillness in Movement"

Lord Wilson of Tillyorn Former Governor of Hong Kong "Hong Kong and the Economic Development of
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GCMG Southern China"

Professor Tim Wright University of Sheffield "Your Rice Bowl of Your Life: the Political
Economy of Coal Mine Disasters in China"

Dr Linzhang Yang Institute of Soil Science, Chinese
Academy of Sciences

"The Three Gorges Dam: environmental impacts and
land use problems"

John Yaxley Commissioner of the Hong Kong
Government Office in London

"Hong Kong into the 1990s"

Dr Feng Yu and Dr Ruijun
Long

Gansu Agricultural University "Farmers and Grazers in North-west China"

Professor Zhang Xiaohui Yunnan University "The Customs of the National Minorities in Yunnan"

Zhao Ben Beijing Song and Dance Ensemble "Folk Music of China"

In addition to the ordinary meetings, the group also contributed to the organization of the following events hosted by
Aberdeen University:

5 November 2008, China Now in Scotland (CNIS) festival business panel event, chaired by the Right Hon. John
Prescott.

 8–12 April 1997, The James Legge Conference to celebrate the life and work of James Legge, native of Huntly,
graduate of King’s College, Aberdeen, missionary in Hong Kong, translator of the Chinese Classics and first Professor
of Chinese at the University of Oxford, on the occasion of the hundredth anniversary of his death.

 

 

University Home · Prospective students · Prospectuses · A to Z Index · Search
Email & Telephone Directories · Contacts/Help · Maps · Privacy Policy & Disclaimer · Accessibility Policy

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sras/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/prospectus/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/site-tools/atoz.php
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/central/search/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/directory.ext/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/central/contacts/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/maps/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/site-information/privacy.php
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/site-information/accessibility.php


Aberdeen Chinese Studies Group Links Exchange Page

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/csg/LinksPage.shtml[11/12/2013 11:47:40]

Scotland China Association
http://www.scotchina.org/

Scotland Chinese Dictionary
http://www.inboxeducation.com/scotland_china_dictionary1.htm
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NEWSLETTER 1993-1994

The Group held six public meetings during the academic session 1993-1994:

(1) Sir Richard Evans, KCMG, KCVO, British Ambassador to the PRC 1984-88, opened the new session on 16
November with a talk entitled 'Deng Xiaoping: his legacy and achievement'. Sir Richard had shortly before published
his major study of Deng, Deng Xiaoping and the making of modern China , and his talk, which was designated as a
University Lecture, attracted much attention. Sir Richard began with a sketch of Deng's biography, and then suggested
that his major achievements were, firstly, to have set and sustained China on a path of economic development and,
secondly, to have ended China's isolation from the world. His legacy Sir Richard classified under three heads: social,
political and international. Among the social changes singled out were increased prosperity (though unevenly spread),
improved education and wider knowledge of the world. The political issues related to changes in the Chinese
Communist Party (including its greater meritocracy, less ideological nature, and less moral purity), the commitment to
'socialism with Chinese characteristics', whether the leadership was united, and the possibility of opposition
movements among those who benefit least from the changes. Internationally, Sir Richard suggested that China was
now admired less and feared more, with the world worried about China's growing economic strength. Sir Richard
ended with the thought that, while the first half of the twentieth century was dominated by major villains such as Hitler
and Stalin, the second half had fewer Wagnerian personalities, but rather two men would be seen in future to have had
the greatest impact: de Gaulle and Deng Xiaoping.

 
(2) Paul Bailey, of the Department of History at the University of Edinburgh, gave a talk at a meeting held jointly on 1
December with our Department of History on 'The Reform of Popular Culture in the Republican Period'. Dr Bailey
argued that there had been a continuity, throughout the twentieth century, of elite attempts to 'civilise' and reform the
behaviour of the ordinary people of China. Thus present day communist attempts to ban what is seen as revivals of
'reactionary feudal customs and superstitions' (such as clan feuds, genealogies, geomancy, religious festivals, etc) can
be seen as similar to earlier elite criticisms of popular customs and forms of behaviour as 'backward', bringing China
into disrepute among foreigners. Dr Bailey presented much fascinating detail about these efforts at behavioural reform,
including guidebooks on how to behave abroad, public lectures, the grading of novels, theatre censorship, and
campaigns against the dumping of garbage and against spitting in public. These efforts revealed an ambivalent attitude
towards the west, with the elite on the one hand approving of western methods of control such as film censorship, but
on the other hand also wishing to combat western liberalism, which they felt would fuel the degeneration of Chinese
culture.

 
(3) Zhao Ben gave a lecture recital on 1 February on 'Folk Music of China'. Mr Zhao, who is a member of the Chinese
National Wind and String Instruments Association, and also of the Beijing Song and Dance Ensemble, plays a large
number of instruments, and his talk consisted of a description of each instrument followed by a performance of some
music which featured it. He included music for the - , a small piece of pottery with holes, the pipa , a plucked string
instrument, the erhu and the gaohu , bowed string instruments, the xiao or Chinese flute, the tiqiu , another plucked
instrument made of coconut wood, and the guqin , a large plucked instrument played lying flat on a table.

(4) Lord Wilson of Tillyorn GCMG, who as Sir David Wilson was Governor of Hong Kong from 1988 to 1992, gave
a talk on 15 March on 'Hong Kong and the Economic Development of Southern China'. Lord Wilson now has a close
association with this university as the Chancellor's Assessor on the University Court. He pointed out that, although
Hong Kong is small, it is the world's tenth largest trading area, and has a GNP of $20,600 per capita. It has also
experienced 27 years of unbroken economic expansion. Its resources include its geographical situation, its hard-
working population (many of them immigrants from China especially entrepreneurs from Shanghai), and consistent
government by the civil service with minimum interference in the economy. However, from Peking's point of view,
Hong Kong is a tiny place on the edge of the map, with different culture and different economic, legal and political
philosophy. It was wrong to write Hong Kong off, as people often did, and Hong Kong would continue to be a vital
part of economic growth in China, which was now rapid, as China's largest external investor and largest trading
partner. The new airport was vital, as was the container port. Hong Kong's managerial expertise would also be of
benefit to China. Problems, such as inflation, would not prevent growth continuing. Nor would political tensions. Lord
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Wilson concluded by arguing that it was wrong to see China's economic growth as a threat; it should rather be seen as
an opportunity.

(5) Peter Nolan, from the Faculty of Economics and Politics of Cambridge University, spoke on the subject of 'China's
Rise, Russia's Fall: economic reform programmes compared', at a meeting held jointly with the Department of
Economics on 27 April. Dr Nolan's overall argument was that the decisions and choices made by policy-makers are
crucial to the success or failure of 'post-communist' reform programmes, and not only the inherited characteristics of
the economies concerned. China's remarkable growth story (which continues despite many predictions that it will
falter) contrasts with Russia's catastrophic collapse of output and falling welfare levels. Peter Nolan then went through
a large number of suggestions that China had inherent advantages over Russia, such as its location, investment by
overseas Chinese, its entrepreneurship, the characteristics of its balance between agriculture and industry, its lesser
regional problems, etc. In each case, he denied that the differences were significant explanations of the different
outcomes. He therefore argued that it was the Chinese leadership's more gradualist approach to the introduction of
market processes, and the communist party's maintenance of sole political power, which has been at the root of China's
success. China has not been pushed, as were the Russian leaders from Gorbachev onwards, into over-rapid market
transition and political pluralism.

(6) The final meeting of the session was held jointly with the Thomas Reid Institute for Cultural Studies and the
Department of Sociology, and was addressed by Garland Liu, Research Fellow at the TRI. Dr Liu spoke on 'The
Chinese in Britain: from dependent migrant to self-employed business owner', based on her research in Aberdeen and
Elgin. Having sketched the background to Chinese migration to Britain and the growth of the Chinese catering
business, she then traced the development of the 'migrant career', by which the novice migrant catering worker gained
experience and finally achieved self-employment as owner of a takeaway or restaurant. The importance of family
labour and community relationships were also stressed.
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NEWSLETTER 1990-1991

The Group held six public meetings during the academic session 1990-1991:

(1) Olive Duncan gave the group a fine start to the new session with her illustrated talk entitled "The Hare in the
Moon: an Introduction to the Arts of China", on 23 October 1990. Mrs Duncan, who has lectured on Oriental Art at the
Ashmolean Museum in Oxford and at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, covered a wide range of art forms
over an enormous historical span, giving her audience a sense of the variety and complexity of Chinese arts.

(2) Clive Leatherdale, Honorary Research Fellow in Cultural History, reported on his experience of "Life in Chinese
Universities" on 27 November 1990. Illustrating his talk with slides taken during his stays in universities in Shanghai
and Guangzhou, where he was teaching British history for the British Council, he presented a critical view of the life
of students and staff. Some of the audience, it must be said, found his interpretations somewhat jaundiced, but this did
not prevent his talk provoking thought and discussion.

(3) John Yaxley, Commissioner of the Hong Kong Government Office in London, visited Aberdeen on 27 February
1991, and gave a talk entitled "Hong Kong into the 1990s". While not underplaying the difficulties and problems
facing Hong Kong in the run-up to 1997, especially in the aftermath of the events in Beijing in June 1989, he put
forward an optimistic view of the future based on detailed information about developments in Hong Kong.

(4) Hugh Baker, Professor of Chinese at the School of Oriental and African Studies of London University, spoke on
the subject of "The Chinese Family and the Chinese Lineage" on 1 March 1991. Professor Baker, who is a noted
expert on the anthropology and sociology of the Chinese family, first outlined the main elements of family and lineage
structure and dynamics, and then went on to describe some recent legal cases before the Hong Kong courts, where
lands owned by lineage trusts have been purchased by the government, giving rise to problems of the distribution of
the proceeds among lineage members and branches.

(5) Sheng Xuewen gave a talk on 16 May 1991 on "Chinese Family - Big or Small?" Mr Sheng, from the Institute of
Sociology at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing, was spending a year in the Department of Sociology
in this university, holding a K.C.Wong Research Fellowship from the British Academy. Using material from Chinese
censuses going back to the first century A.D. as well as from recent surveys, he showed that the common view that
Chinese families are typically large and multi-generational must be mistaken. The large family may have been an
ideal, but very few could live up to it, and average family size has not been much larger in China than in other
countries.

(6) John Chinnery, who until last year was head of the Department of Chinese at the University of Edinburgh, rounded
off the year's activities in splendid fashion with an illustrated talk on "Sichuan in History and Today", on 11 June 1991.
Dr Chinnery, who had recently spent some weeks visiting Sichuan Province, conveyed his enthusiasm for China in a
talk of considerable wit and erudition. It was a great pleasure for the group to be able to act as host to John and Ying
Chinnery, who are also active in the Scotland-China Association. If any member of the group would like information
about this association, Norman Stockman has membership application forms.
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NEWSLETTER 1992-1993

The Group held five public meetings during the academic session 1992-1993:

(1) Professor Bill Wallace, of the Department of Soviet and East European Studies in the University of Glasgow, opened the new session on 11
November 1992 with a talk entitled "New Directions in China". Having just returned from his eighth visit to China since 1982, and having
followed the 14th Party Congress from close at hand, Professor Wallace could provide an up-to-date picture of Chinese political and economic
developments, the changes he had observed over the last ten years, and his view of the future. His outlook was essentially optimistic. He did not
believe that the 1989 events in Tiananmen Square had left the same scar as the Cultural Revolution and provocatively described them as a "blip" in
the process of change. The 14th Party Congress had put the seal on the programme of economic reforms which had been in train for some time, and
China looked set for continuing economic development. Problems there were of course, and the speaker cast his eyes over the overheating of the
economy, inequalities in society, the continuing growth of the population, environmental pollution, and the over-large state sector. Although the
leaders could not admit it, China was in fact moving economically towards "capitalism with Chinese characteristics", and politically, Chris Patten
notwithstanding, towards "democracy with Chinese characteristics".

(2) Professor Robert Bruce, OBE, retired Professor of Asian Studies at Prescott College, Arizona, gave a talk on 8 December 1992 on "My Life in
China in the 'Thirties". Professor Bruce, who graduated from this university in the 1930s, has settled in St Andrews after a long career teaching and
writing on Chinese languages and culture, and he delighted his audience with his talk, given in a mixture of English, Cantonese and Mandarin. He
recalled the China he experienced as a young man, sent to uphold the British Empire as a new recruit to the Malayan Civil Service, and posted in
1935 to learn Chinese languages in a village in north east Guangdong Province. He described his daily life in the village, learning the classical
language as well as the vernacular, and supported by a staff of five servants, photographs of whom were passed around the audience. He built up a
picture of the state of China at the time, with snapshots of the memorial to those killed in the June 30 incident in Shanghai in 1925,of his teacher
talking about the Canton uprising of 1927, of himself shaking hands with T V Soong (along with a thousand others invited to a party in Shameen),
observing the funeral of the Guomindang leader Hu Hanmin, and his travels in Hunan, Guangxi, Swatow and Shanghai. He became convinced of
the inevitability of revolution in China, whose society needed to be completely changed. Professor Bruce claimed to be the only westerner to have
pulled a rickshaw with a man aboard, while coolies looked on laughing.

(3) Dr Robert Benewick, Reader in Politics at the University of Sussex, spoke to a joint meeting of the group with the Department of Politics and
International Relations on 9 February 1993 on "Tiananmen Revisited". Bob Benewick criticised much writing on the 1989 events centred on
Tiananmen Square as purveying worn-out stereotypes of dissident democrats and intellectuals confronting a totalitarian government which had to
be condemned. He felt that this approach fails to answer key questions: why were the students allowed to occupy the square? why was the state
unable to effect public order measures? why was there a resort to unacceptable violence when the occupation of the square was in fact losing
momentum? He argued that these questions can only be answered in terms of a failure of political institutions which was endemic to post-Mao
China. There had been political and institutional reforms, but these were out of synch with economic and social changes. Dr Benewick pursued his
argument by means of detailed analysis of the report on the events by the Mayor of Beijing published in July 1989, often ignored, but significant
both for what it said as well as for what it omitted. There were institutional procedures for dealing with public order problems, but they were not
followed, and the institutions lacked the authority to deal with disturbance, a feature of the political instability resulting from rapid economic and
social change and an overheating economy.

(4) Dr Stephan Feuchtwang, Reader in Social Anthropology and Sociology at the City University, addressed a joint meeting of the group and the
Department of Sociology on 4 March 1993 on "The Persistence of Village Religion in China". Much has been said recently of a "revival" of
religion in China after it had been "wiped out" by the communist government. For Dr Feuchtwang this talk begs many questions, especially those
concerning the processes through which societies "remember to be themselves" as well as how they forget. Key processes in this respect include
commemorative ceremonies, daily habits in a specific physical and social setting, as well as personal records of these. Stephan Feuchtwang traced
the history of government attempts to control and then eliminate cults and their ceremonial expression, and especially the buildings and
paraphernalia necessary to them, and of attempts to substitute new ceremonies. More recently, reintroduction of "old" ceremonies and processions
had been allowed, not least to attract tourism and overseas Chinese money. Through a description of three case studies of the substitution and
reintroduction of ceremonies in villages in different parts of China, Dr Feuchtwang explored the question of the extent to which the restored rituals
were the same as before, or whether they had alternatively become more standardised forms of ritual with the local specificity lost, because the
means of remembering the local peculiarities had gone.

(5) Dr Hilary Chung, Research Fellow in the Department of East Asian Studies at the University of Edinburgh, gave a talk at a joint meeting of
the group and the Women's Studies Group on the subject of "Feminist Criticism and Modern Chinese Literature: a Reading of Mao Dun". The
meeting was held on May 4, a significant date, as Dr Chung pointed out, because the demonstrations of May 4, 1919 gave the name to the May
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Fourth Movement, associated with the campaign for a new culture as well as a new politics and society. Mao Dun was a leading May 4 radical, and
it is often accepted by commentators on his novels and stories that his depiction of female characters shows a particular insight into women. Hilary
Chung argued, to the contrary, that Mao Dun was more indebted to traditional cultural assumptions than is usually acknowledged. There was a
paradox of representation: Mao wanted to contribute to women's liberation, but was trapped in traditional values and modes of male discourse.
Thus, his aggressive, sensual, new women, with their education and their short hair, are in fact not unlike the "fox fairies" of traditional tales, who
lured weak and vacillating men to their destruction. His narrative is character-centred, with women seen by male characters, but not vice versa. His
sensual description was daring and modern, but his women conform to traditional stereotypes of beauty, especially in his depiction of the face. At
the end, Hilary Chung raised the problem of whether her reading of Mao Dun could claim universality, or was necessarily Eurocentric.
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NEWSLETTER 2008-2009

Public meetings during the academic session 2008-2009:

(1) On 5 November, Dr Marc Lanteigne, lecture at the University of St Andrews, gave a seminar on "China's Energy
Security" followed by a 45-minute question and answer session. Thirty-five people attended, including students and
some staff of the Department of Politics and International Relations, who jointly sponsored the event. Marc pointed
that China is second in the world after the US as an energy consumer. On top of that, it has a growing car culture, and
its political stability is widely thought to depend on economic growth and price stability. Its own oil resources, limited
to begin with, have now peaked, so China is vulnerable to oil price fluctuations and restrictions on supply. China has a
2-pronged strategy to deal with these challenges: firstly, diversification, including the development of renewable
resources and more eco-friendly development patterns, and secondly, securing alternative energy supplies overseas
through diplomacy. So far, according to Marc, the diplomatic strategy has been quite successful. It has built or is
building pipelines from Russia and Central Asia, offering in some cases loans in return for oil. However, most of its
oil still comes by sea via the Indian Ocean, and then through the Straits of Malacca. China's navy is not yet sufficiently
powerful to protect these sea routes, and the number of players in the energy game is going up. Marc took questions
from the floor about Sino-Indian relations, the effects of a possible global recession, the effectiveness of Chinese
government policy, competition with the West, the implications for domestic stability, and many other issues. In sum,
it was an informative and wide-ranging discussion.

(2) On the evening of 5 November, Aberdeen University was the venue for a
Business Panel Event, organized by China Now in Scotland and the
Confucius Institute. The panel was chaired by the Rt. Hon. John Prescott,
former deputy prime minister and chair of the China Task Force from 2003
to 2007. The panellists were Peter Budd, chair of Arup Scotland and vice-
chair of the China-Britain Business Council, James Brown, patent attorney at
Murgitroyd, Donald Smith of Albyn Limited, David Valentine, Head of
Economic Development at Angus Council, and Andrew K.P. Leung, SBS
FRSA, who heads an international consulting firm and has held many senior
government postions in Hong Kong. Around 45 people from the Aberdeen
business community, academia and government attended. The event got a
write up in the Press and Journal and also was the subject of a press release
by the University.

 
Pictured rom left: Frances Christensen, Peter Budd,
Neil Munro, Andrew Leung, Rt Hon John Prescott,
Prof. Dominic Houlihan, James Brown

(3) On 12 November, Ge Jiu Zhang, winner of the Royal Scottish Academy's John Kinross Scholars award 2008 and
the Ninewells Radiology Purchase Prize 2008, gave a talk on contemporary Chinese art. She identified three main
influences: China's recent rise to economic and cultural power, the influence of the West, and the legacy of the past.
From 1949 to 1976, according to the tenets of socialist realism, art was propaganda, idealising the working classes as
well as Mao. From the beginning of the 1980s a new style known as Xiang Tu Realism, exemplified, for example by
Luo Zhongli's "Father" broke the mold. From the mid-1980s a large number of translations of Western works on art
began to appear. The so-called New Wave Art Movement culminated in a February 1989 Avant-Garde exhibition at
the opening day of which two artists fired rifle shots in keeping the spirit of "letting yourself go," foreshadowing grim
events later that spring, after which many non-official arts venues and publications were temporarily closed. Deng's
Southern Tour in 1992 sent two key messages: 1) it's glorious to be rich and 2) China will continue to be socialist for
at least 100 years. The following year, a China avant-garde exhibition toured Berlin, Rotterdam, Oxford and Odense.
New styles to emerge included Political Pop, which poked fun at Cultural Revolution style by intermingling it with
commercial logos, and also Cynical Realism, which conveyed attitudes of boredom, rebelliousness and indifference.
So-called Gaudy Art marked a transition from political to economic concerns. Avant-garde Chinese art commanded
not only increasingly high prices in Western auction rooms, but also made it into public spaces such as the Shenzhen

http://www.pressandjournal.co.uk/Article.aspx/924513
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/mediareleases/release.php?id=1586
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metro. More recent developments include realism with a conscience, including pictures documenting, for example,
conditions for mine workers, and a "science-fiction style" evoking the bizarre eclecticism of globalization. Questions
from the audience focussed on themes of emotional unsureness, the emergence of the ideas of celebrity and intimacy,
as well as the political role of art. An interesting exchange occurred whether or not art should focus on the negative
side of society, and the kinds of social engagement which art can encourage.

(4) On 9th December, Judith Thrower gave a talk and slide show on The Old Silk Road, based on her travels in
Xinjiang in October 2007. The Old Silk road began in Xian, which in 600AD may have been the largest city in the
world, and ended in Constantinople. Very few people, if any, actually walked the length of the road. Merchants would
take goods such as silk so far and then sell them on--literally a wholesale chain. Inventions and foodstuffs travelled,
too. From China came wheelbarrows, gunpowder, paper, tea, peas, peaches etc. To China went saddles, stirrups,
cotton, figs, sesame, Buddhism, Islam, indigo and pistachio nuts. Marco Polo is the most famous European to have
travelled the route, in the 13th century. A Chinese walked half of it in the eleventh. After Vasco da Gama rounded the
Cape of Good Hope in 1498, most goods began to travel by sea, which, sadly, may have meant the end of prosperity
for the countries along the route. Nevertheless, it was clear that in its hey-day the Old Silk Road supported a number
of huge, wealthy and culturally sophisticated societies. Judith's slides included pictures of huge Buddhas, Bactrian
camels, the Dunhuang monastery complex, the Tianshan mountains, etc. A number of members of the audience had
travelled in the region and made mention of the wonderful new roads...

(5) On 14 January, Shen Bing, an official in the Communications Department of Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region in
northwest China, gave a talk on the road network of his region. Ningxia has a population of 6 million, one third of
whom are muslim. Much of its territory is mountainous. It includes part of the Loess Plateau, whose soil gives the
Yellow River its name. The region is arid, and in some places afforestation has been carried out to prevent roads being
buried in sand. The sights include great pyramid-shaped tombs built by the Western Xia civilization, which was
destroyed by the Mongols, the Liupanshan Mountains, known for the beauty of their Cloud Seas, the Yinchuan
mosque, the Shapatou desert and the Sand Lake. Since 1999, Ningxia has built almost 1000 km of motorway and 4000
km of state and provincial roads. A striking image was of a motorway cutting through a section of the Great Wall,
skirting one of the beacon towers used in ancient times to warn of Mongol attack. Shen concluded with a reference to
some of the problems of road-building: first, building has been excessive for the traffic volumes expected. For
example, some toll roads were built with money half of which was borrowed from banks, but as the traffic on these
roads is light, the tolls suffice to service the interest, but not repay the principal on the loans. A second problem is the
compression of road-building cycles to meet political deadlines, such as national anniversaries. In some cases, this has
adversely affected the quality of roads and wasted resources. Questions from the audience included whether road-
building benefited the local population (Shen felt it has), the military importance of road building (a priority since the
first Iraq War), and how roads are financed.

(6) On 19 February Professor Francesca Bray of Edinburgh University gave a talk on "Reproductive Cultures in China:
Past and Present." She began by recalling the historical practice of "doubling" whereby a man whose legal wife had no
sons could take a concubine who, if she bore a son, would then share the role of mother with the man's wife. The legal
but infertile wife, stereotyped in literature as delicate and refined, would become the "social" mother, taking the lead in
bringing up the child, whilst the concubine, stereotyped as a robust peasant girl, would perform the biological function
of motherhood and at the same time be deprived of the social rights of a legal mother, in effect "giving up" her son.
Whilst fatherhood was understood in terms of the transmission of the man's Qi or essence through his semen,
motherhood was understood as a slowly forged bond, based on social and physical nourishment. After 1949,
concubinage and similar practices were abolished and the state expected couples to create nuclear families with one
husband and one wife, and that remains very much the norm in China today. Two changes since 1979 have led to
resurgent traditionalism. First, the one-child policy means that couples generally only get "one chance" to have a son.
There have been cases of young wives subject to "conditional marriage" which means they can be put aside if they fail
to produce a son. The extreme is female infanticide. A second social change is agricultural decollectivization. Peasants
now rely on their own family's resources, and there is a conflict between the one-child policy and the requirement for
labour. As elsewhere in the world, there is rising demand for technological solutions to infertility. But traditional
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Chinese notions have influence here, too. Mothers undergoing fertility treatments regard the identity of the sperm
donor as the key to legitimate motherhood--in cases of male infertility this is problematic. Unlike in the West, Chinese
mothers appear to attach somewhat less importance to physical contact as a means of bonding with their children and
more importance to the socializing role of the mother. Questions from the audience concerned the relationship of social
class to numbers of children, the status and role of fathers and of concubine's sons, whether the economic system
affected reproductive cultures, the role of traditional Chinese medicine in fertility treatments, and the modern Chinese
notion of raising the quality (suzhi) of the population.

(7) On 16 March, as part of the Marischal Evening Lecture Series, David Helliwell, curator of Chinese collections at
the Bodleian Library, gave an lecture on the Ming Encyclopedia, the Yongle Dadian, of which the University of
Aberdeen holds a single volume. Its content concerns the customs and geography of Guangdong province. Originally,
there were 11,095 volumes. Neither a summary of knowledge on any given subject, nor an original text, but a
collection of excerpts from other writings arranged according to a rhyming pattern analogous to alphabetical order, the
Yongle Dadian aimed to include all known literature. It was compiled at the behest of the third Ming emperor at the
beginning of the 15th century. A copy was made in 1567. The Ming Dynasty collapsed in 1644 and at this time the
original encyclopedia disappeared (possibly buried with the last Ming emperor, possibly destroyed), but the copy was
preserved. In 1736 it was moved to the Hanlin Academy, under the care of the highest ranking graduates of the official
examination system. In the 1770s, as part of a major effort to preserve old literature, the most valuable parts of the
encyclopedia were transcribed into other books. Unfortunately, by this time more than 2200 volumes were missing. By
1899 only 800 remained. The following year, the Boxer Rebellion broke out. Foreigners in Beijing had retreated into
the Legation Quarter. The Boxers set fire to the Hanlin Academy, which shared its southern wall with the British
Legation, in the hope that a prevailing north wind would spread the flames. A party of British and American marines
drove the Boxers out and extinguished the fire. Some 400 volumes were destroyed during the fighting. Around 200
found their way abroad, taken by the marines or other foreigners, and around 200 remain in China. Fifty one are today
in the UK. The Aberdeen volume was donated by James Russell Brazier, a graduate of the university, who became
chief secretary in the Imperial (Chinese) Customs Service, which at the time of the Boxer Rebellion was run by the
British. Questions from the floor concerned whether the parts of the encyclopedia now held in foreign libraries should
be returned to China, and the importance of Aberdeen volume. In regard to the latter, David Helliwell said that neither
its content nor its calligraphy is regarded by sinology as particularly significant, and its principal value is as a
bibliographic specimen. Given the degree of fragmentation of the encyclopedia, Helliwell did not believe there was
strong case for returning all the volumes taken from the Hanlin Academy in 1900.

(8) On 12 May 2009, David McClay, Curator of the National library of
Scotland, gave a talk on the Chinese journeys of Isabella Bird to a joint
meeting of the Chinese Studies Group with the Friends of the Royal Asiatic
Society (Hong Kong Branch). Born 1831, Isabella Bird became a
commercially successful travel writer, and in 1892 the first woman Fellow of
the Royal Geographic Society. By the time of her last great journey up the
Yangtze, in 1897, she was a proficient photographer. With the heavy, glass-
plate equipment of the day, she developed her plates en route in makeshift
dark-rooms. In Sichuan, where she was the guest of medical missionaries,
she photographed the buildings of the various religions but was much more
impressed by Confucianism which was spread by books alone -- not
preachers. Travel on land was by sedan chair and she was also impressed by
the availability of good bridges, never having to ford a stream. Villagers
were frequently hostile to a “foreign devil” in their midst. Inns were poor;
she took her own bed and sheets dressed with linseed oil against fleas. From
Sichuan she set out to visit Tibet, hoping to rejoin her previous route from
India. She was accompanied by a medical missionary but was very much the
leader. Going was hard and steep, often through deep snow-drifts. They
reached Somo on the threshold of Tibet but, scarce of food in an area without
any to sell, had to turn back. She returned to the Yangtze and thence to
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Shanghai. Isabella Bird’s letters, papers and a vast number of photographs
are held in the John Murray Archive of the National Library of Scotland, and
have been digitised. (report by Jim Suttie).

 
Isabella Bird, Victorian travel writer in China, was
the subject of a talk by David McClay, curator of
the National Library of Scotland

 
Finally, some pictures of us...  

    

 
Pictures by Tina Stockman

Back to home.
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NEWSLETTER 1995-1996

The Group held six public meetings during the academic session 1995-1996:

(1) The new session was opened on 10 October by the secretary of the group, Norman Stockman, who gave his
reflections on ‘Chinese women and the Beijing women's conference'. He briefly surveyed the British media's reporting
of the UN conference and the NGO forum which had recently taken place in Beijing, tending to agree with Germaine
Greer's judgement that the conference had been used as an occasion for ‘China-bashing' in general but on the
restriction of the rights of women in particular. He then argued that the PRC in fact had progressed further towards
gender equality that many other countries while isolated from the rest of the world and operating a planned economy.
Since the economic reforms and the policy of opening up to the world, the trends appeared to be in the opposite
direction. While hard information is scarce, there is some evidence from surveys that Chinese women are less
enthusiastic than men about the economic reforms.

(2) Delia Davin of the Department of East Asian Studies, University of Leeds, gave a talk on 22 November on
‘Gender and migration in contemporary China'. She began by outlining the controls on population movement in China,
including the household registration system (pointing out that such controls were common in much of the world), and
the factors that had led to increased mobility in recent years. Men have moved to the cities in greater numbers than
women, women are more likely to migrate over shorter distances. Agriculture is becoming feminised in many areas,
and grandparents becoming responsible for the care of their grandchildren. Women who do go to the cities (for
example maids from Anhui Province) often return home to villages with new ideas. Return migration (or circulation) is
very common at present. Migration is a contentious matter, with many urban stereotypes of country bumpkins, and
causes much distress, in China as elsewhere, but it is an enormous force for social change.

(3) The third meeting, on 13 February 1996, was addressed by Lloyd Gudgeon of the university's Department of
Agriculture on the topic of ‘Rapid Rural Appraisal in China: some unforeseen findings'. He outlined the technique of
rapid rural appraisal, and then described the project he was involved in Jiangsu Province, in an area where
deforestation had led to shifting sand dunes which engulfed the village; the plan was to fix the sand with new tree
planting and create cultivable land. As part of the survey of farmers' attitudes and intentions, some information about
household composition had revealed major gender imbalances, with a scarcity of females in the younger generation.
Lloyd threw open for discussion the question of the reasons for this scarcity of young women. The stimulating
discussion which followed ranged widely over topics of land-holding and rural development as well as demography.

(4) Robert Bruce, retired professor of Asian Studies at Prescott College, Arizona, who now lives in St. Andrews, made
a welcome return visit to the group on 13 March, speaking on ‘Nan Yang revisited: the Chinese of Southeast Asia'. He
gave a wide-ranging survey of China's relations with the outside world and the history of the spread of ethnic Chinese
into the countries of Southeast Asia. His own experience of the Nan Yang Chinese related mostly to Malaya (later
Malaysia), and he told many enlightening stories of the Emergency period and after to illustrate his arguments
concerning the relationships of Chinese to the newly independent countries of the region. While Chinese family
networks remain important for business and trade, and while Chinese cultural patterns are still passed on to new
generations, he believes that many Chinese have now chosen to identify with the new nations, and think of themselves
as Malaysians, Singaporeans, and so on. Nonetheless, the study of traditional Confucian values currently promoted by
the Chinese government seems to indicate that certain values may remain common throughout the region.

(5) The fifth meeting was held on 30 April and was addressed by Chu Yiu-Kong, a graduate of Aberdeen university
and now a doctoral candidate at the University of Exeter in Police Studies. He spoke on ‘Organised Crime in China
and its Threat to European Communities'. He argued that, despite a widespread image that Triad gangs were moving
from Hong Kong to Europe, in reality Triads were more likely to move into China where they had better contacts and
could speak the language. Nonetheless, Chinese organised crime is becoming active in Europe, especially in the areas
of human smuggling, drug trafficking and economic organised crime such as credit card fraud, counterfeiting and
money laundering. The audience was treated to an exciting account of the various gangs which had been identified and
the conditions in which they flourished, profusely illustrated by personal stories drawn from Kong's extensive contacts
with various police forces engaged in combating Chinese organised crime in Britain and Europe.
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(6) The last meeting of the session was addressed on 14 May by John Raeburn, a founder member of the group and
Emeritus Professor of Agriculture in the university, in a talk entitled ‘Old China and New: some thoughts of one friend
about the dynamics'. He began by outlining a model of the most important factors involved in development, classified
under ‘techniques' (science and technology), ‘population', ‘economics' (decisions over the allocation of scarce means to
given ends), ‘conservation and pollution' and ‘decisions over decisions' (education, research and political institutions).
This model was then used as a framework for discussing a wide range of information about development in China.
Professor Raeburn moved backwards and forwards between Chinese philosophical traditions and present-day
problems, concluding that, although China had moved some way towards the rule of law, it is still essentially ruled by
face and favour, by individuals in networks of connections, with too few checks and balances. Nonetheless, he
remained optimistic about China's future, although there was a bumpy ride ahead for China and its friends.
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NEWSLETTER 1991-1992

The Group held five public meetings during the academic session 1991-1992:

(1) Bonnie McDougall, Professor of Chinese at the University of Edinburgh, started the new session on 22 October 1991 with a talk entitled "Self-
narrative as Group Discourse in Modern Chinese Literature". This potentially off-putting title turned out to be a cover for a most enjoyable and
thought-provoking exposition, which aimed to explain why modern Chinese writing has failed to capture much international attention. Professor
McDougall argued that Chinese writers identify themselves as "intellectuals", and address themselves to the situation of the intellectual in Chinese
society. This is of interest to a number of potential audiences in China, and to Western sinologists, but is not appealing to the general reader of
novels, poetry, and so on outside China. Professor McDougall illustrated her thesis with an analysis of some of the writings of Wang Anyi, and
suggested that western critics could help bridge the gap, not by pretending that such writing is good, but by encouraging Chinese writing which
addresses more universal concerns.

(2) Geoffrey MacCormack, Professor of Jurisprudence in the Faculty of Law, and the group's chairman, gave a talk on 26 November 1991 on
"Insanity in Late Imperial Chinese Law". He pointed out that Chinese law before the Qing dynasty had paid little attention to insanity, but in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the law started to intervene in this field, especially in two kinds of cases: in regulations governing the care
and protection of mad people, and in cases where a killing was committed by a person judged insane. After discussing the absence of a definition of
madness, and explaining the general principles of the law on insanity, Professor MacCormack illustrated these themes with an account of some
cases, not without several touches of humour despite the nature of the subject-matter.

(3) Thomas N Haining, CMG, the group's President, gave an illustrated talk on 28 January 1992 on "Two Millenia of the Silk Road". He gave an
historical introduction to the trading routes used by Greeks, Arabs, Persians, Indians and others to trade with the Chinese since early times,
stressing the great distances and dangers involved in such ventures, and the fact that from the Chinese side their trading partners were always
considered as subject barbarians. He went on to show a series of splendid slides taken on his own recent journey down the Silk Road from Alma
Ata to Xian. His commentaries on the slides thoroughly entertained the large audience, aroused envy in several members who wanted to rush off to
Central Asia, and evoked appreciation for the official Chinese exhortation displayed on a banner in Xian: "To Cherish Cultural Relics is Everyone's
Duty".

(4) Neil Chalmers, from the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute, spoke on "The Mongolian Rural Economy in Transition", on 11 March 1992.
Neil has visited Mongolia several times on research and development projects, and was able to speak with considerable authority and knowledge
about the economic, political, social and cultural background to Mongolian agriculture and pastoralism, and on the problems that the country now
faces. He distinguished clearly between developments in the cooperatives and the state farms, and illustrated some of the difficulties and prospects
by an account of the annual grazing cycle of the Xex Nuur Brigade.

(5) Robin Cameron, Professor of Philosophy and Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Divinity, gave a talk on 19 May 1992 to the title "A Philosopher
Visits China". Professor Cameron had recently made academic visits to philosophy departments in Hong Kong, Guangzhou and Beijing, as well as
tourist trips to Guilin and Xian, and he described his experiences and observations in a most illuminating manner. As well as briefly reporting on
the nature of philosophical interests in China (including a strong interest in the philosophy of science, seen as making a contribution to the 'four
modernisations'), he also remarked on the hopes and worries of both staff and students, and on some of the problems facing Chinese academic life.
The contrast with the Chinese University of Hong Kong was marked. Professor Cameron concluded his presentation by showing some video
recordings taken in China, which attracted great interest from the audience and requests for a further showing.
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NEWSLETTER 1999-2000

The Group held six public meetings during the academic session 1999-2000:

(1) The new session was opened on October 5 by Professor A. J. Hedley, from the Department of Community
Medicine, Hong Kong University, who gave a talk illustrated with slides on the subject of ‘Oldmeldrum, Old Aberdeen
and Old Hong Kong'. He gave a fascinating glimpse into the historical connections between North-East Scotland and
Hong Kong in the field of public health, as well as an overview of present-day public health issues in Hong Kong.

(2) Guirong Li, Lecturer in Public Health at Chongqing Medical University, Sichuan Province, who spent the year
1999-2000 in the University of Aberdeen as Visiting Researcher in the Department of Sociology and the Centre for
Educational Research, presented a paper on Tuesday 9 November 1999 on her research into ‘Drug Abuse in China:
facts and strategies'. She was in Aberdeen to investigate methods of drug education and drug control in Scotland, to
see if there were lessons which could be applied to this problem in China.

(3) Dr Hong Li, Associate Professor of Microbiology at Yunnan Normal University, and presently Honorary Lecturer
in Microbiology, University of Aberdeen, gave a talk with video illustration on 7 December 1999 on the title ‘Beyond
the south coloured clouds:Yunnan open to the world'.

(4) On Tuesday, 21 March 2000, Xiangqun Chang, a Research Fellow in the Department of Sociology at City
University, London, presented some of the results of her research into ‘ Social Welfare and Social Support in a
Chinese Village'

(5) Dr Jane Duckett, Department of Politics, University of Glasgow, gave a talk on Tuesday, 2 May 2000 on the topic
‘Economic and Political Dynamics of China's Welfare System Reforms'. Jane is the Associate Director of the newly
established programme for the degree of Master of Chinese Studies, offered jointly by the Universities of Edinburgh
and Glasgow through the Scottish Centre for Chinese Studies. The University of Aberdeen will also be associated with
this course in the person of the group's secretary, Norman Stockman.

(6) On Tuesday, 23 May 2000, Dr Harriet Evans, Senior Lecturer in Chinese Studies and a member of the Centre for
the Study of Democracy at the University of Westminster, presented a paper illustrated with slides on ‘Picturing Power
in China's Cultural Revolution'. The book with the same title, which Harriet edited with Stephanie Donald, was
published in 1999 and is in the university library.
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NEWSLETTER 1996-1997

The Group held two public meetings during the academic session 1996-1997:

(1) The new session was opened on October 8 by Flemming Christiansen, from the Department of East Asian Studies,
University of Leeds, with a talk entitled ‘Overseas Chinese in Europe: the First and Best Europeans'. After sketching
out the history of Chinese migration to Europe, Dr Christiansen gave a fascinating description of the organisations
which Chinese migrants have set up in their unfamiliar and sometimes hostile new homes: regional, political and trade
organisations, drawing on commonalities of origin, trade and language. The leaderships of such organisations,
sometimes in conflict though often also interlocking, gain status and authority through donations to Chinese
development and through their contacts with cadres and leaders in China. They operate on a world scale; they are not
overly concerned with political borders, or with the existing nation-states. In this sense they are better ‘Europeans' than
the nationalist natives of European countries.

(2)  Anders Hansson, of the Department of East Asian Studies at the University of Edinburgh, gave a talk on 13 May
on ‘“Mean People”: Outcastes in Late Imperial China'. His talk concerned a variety of categories of people who, at
least from mid-Ming times on, were considered to be jian (lowly, mean or base), such as servile groups, entertainers,
yamen runners, beggars, etc. They were of low legal status, in that they were not allowed entry to the civil service
exams or to be tax collectors, and low social status. Emancipation edicts of the Yongzheng emperor had little effect.
Dr Hansson explored a number of historical puzzles surrounding such groups, which have not really been solved. He
also made a number of interesting comparisons with other ‘outcaste' or pariah groups in other societies, such as
European gypsies, Japanese eta and low caste groups in India.

The James Legge Conference
 
In addition to the ordinary meetings, the group also staged its most ambitious event to date, a conference to celebrate
the life and work of James Legge, native of Huntly, graduate of King's College, Aberdeen, missionary in Hong Kong,
translator of the Chinese Classics and first Professor of Chinese at the University of Oxford, on the occasion of the
hundredth anniversary of his death. The conference was held from 8–12 April 1997, and was attended by around
seventy participants. Many distinguished scholars from China, Hong Kong, the United States and Britain presented
papers on various aspects of Legge's work, as well as on missionary activities in China more generally. The opening
session was addressed by both the Principal of the University, Professor Duncan Rice, and the Chancellor, Lord
Wilson of Tillyorn. The conference ended with a visit to Legge's birthplace, Huntly, organised by Ewen McDonald
and hosted by Aberdeenshire Council. To coincide with the conference, an exhibition of materials relating to James
Legge was mounted at the University Museum at Marischal College. The conference attracted considerable public
attention for the group and seems to have been a great success.
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NEWSLETTER 1998-1999

The Group held seven public meetings during the academic session 1998-1999:

(1) The new session was opened on October 15 by Craig Clunas, Professor of the History of Art, University of Sussex.
At a Meeting held jointly with the Department of History of Art, Professor Clunas gave an illustrated talk entitled:
‘Sinology, Art History and Orientalism: an overview'.

(2) On 10 November Rodney Taylor, Professor of Religious Studies, University of Colorado at Boulder, spoke on
‘Confucianism and Qing Thought'. This meeting was held jointly with the Centre for the Study of Religions, in which
Professor Taylor was a Visiting Professor.

(3) Dr Linzhang Yang, from the Institute of Soil Science, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Nanjing, who was in
Aberdeen as a Visiting Researcher at the Macaulay Land Use Research Institute, gave a talk on 17 November on the
topic ‘The Three Gorges Dam: environmental impacts and land use problems'.

(4) On 23 February 199 9, Jufen Wang , member of the Institute of Population Research and also Deputy Director of
the Women's Studies Centre, Fudan University , Shanghai spoke on ‘ The rapid development of Pudong's econom y
and society: an illustrated introduction to Shanghai's new city'. Ms Wang was visiting the university as an Honorary
Research Fellow in the Department of Sociology.

(5) Stuart Thompson, Lecturer in Chinese Anthropology at the School of Oriental and African Studies in London, gave
a ‘multi-medium' presentation on 9 March on the subject ‘Mediums and messages: on spirit possession in
contemporary Taiwan'.

(6) On 20 April, Gerda Geddes gave a performance presentation on ‘The Use of Symbolism in Ancient China: one
aspect of the Taijiquan'. Mrs Geddes is a psychoanalyst and retired teacher of Taijiquan now resident in
Aberdeenshire.

(7) Sir Robin McLaren, who was British Ambassador to the People's Republic of China from 1991 to 1994, gave a talk
on 11 May entitled ‘Sino-British relations: a personal view'.
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NEWSLETTER 1997-1998

The Group held five public meetings during the academic session 1997-1998:

(1) The new session was opened on October 7 by Steve Tsang of St. Anthony's College, Oxford , with a talk entitled ‘
Hong Kong: Appointment with China'. Dr Tsang traced the history of Hong Kong, and its relationship to China and
Britain, concentrating on certain key periods, especially the second world war and the immediate post-war period, and
the late 1970s onwards. He also examined the debate over democratisation in Hong Kong, both in earlier years and
under the governorship of Chris Patten.

(2) On December 2, Dr Feng Yu, of the Gansu Grassland Ecological Research Institute, Lanzhou, and Dr Ruijun Long,
of the Department of Grassland Science, Gansu Agricultural University, Lanzhou, joined forces to talk on ‘Farmers and
Grazers in North-west China'. In two informative talks, well illustrated with slides and video, Dr Feng described
projects to increase the productivity of loess grassland areas, while Dr Long concentrated on yak farming in Tibet.

(3) David Faure, from the Institute of Chinese Studies, University of Oxford, spoke at a meeting held jointly with the
Department of History on 10 March 1998 on the subject ‘Emperor and ancestor: state and lineage in south China'.
Concentrating on the history of one Liu lineage descended from an ancestor who migrated from the north and settled
in the south, Dr Faure showed how claims to settlement rights and legitimate authority reflected disputes over correct
ritual taking place at the imperial court. He also discussed the way business development remained bound to family
and lineage, preventing the emergence of a self-conscious bourgeois class.

(4) On 28 April, Caroline Hoy, Lecturer in Geography, University of Dundee, gave a talk illustrated with slides on
‘Crossing the divide: rural to urban migration in China'. Dr Hoy described the general context of rural-urban migration
in China since the 1950s, and then traced the journey of migrants from remote villages in Hubei province to Beijing.
Illustrating the journey with slides taken at every stage, Dr Hoy brought to life the difficulties encountered by migrants
and the vast social and economic differences between their rural homes and their city destination.

(5) The last meeting of the session, on 19 May, was addressed by Iain Xiaojun Liu, from the School of Pharmacy, The
Robert Gordon University, on the subject of ‘Chinese Herbal Medicine: Art, Magic or Medicine'. Iain Liu provided a
comprehensive introduction to the whole subject of Chinese herbal medicine, from its cosmological and philosophical
background, through its theories of normal bodily functioning and of disease, to an account of diagnosis of illnesses
and prescription of herbal remedies. The presentation was accompanied by a series of instructive slides.
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NEWSLETTER 1994-1995

The Group held five public meetings during the academic session 1994-1995:

(1) The new session was opened on 11 October by Dora Gauss (incidentally the mother of our member Judith
Thrower), who taught as an extra-mural lecturer at the universities of London and Exeter and is still giving talks on
aspects of Chinese culture at an age when many of us might expect to have retired to cultivate our gardens. Her topic
was in fact ‘Gardens of China', on which she provided a wealth of information richly illustrated with examples shown
on slides. Mrs Gauss placed Chinese gardens in their historical, cultural and social context, showing how the gardens
reflected Daoist conceptions of the cosmos and the place of humanity within it, as well as the social status and lifestyle
of the gentry who constructed gardens on the model of those of the imperial court. She also made mention of the
distinctive characteristics of Buddhist monastery gardens.

(2) Jack Goody, Emeritus Professor of Social Anthropology at Cambridge University, gave a talk on the subject of
‘Family and Business in China' at a meeting held on 25 October jointly with the Thomas Reid Institute of Cultural
Studies and chaired by the Director of the TRI, Professor George Rousseau. Professor Goody sketched out his general
views on social evolution, stressing his opposition to many conventional ideas on the distinctions between oriental and
occidental civilisations and to the over-emphasis on the polarity of traditional and modern societies. Whereas such
writers as Max Weber believed that the family structure of China (and other eastern societies) was an obstacle to the
development of a rational modern economy, Jack Goody argued that the family lies at the basis of business both in the
east and the west. Chinese lineages were business institutions, with a division of labour between men and women,
older and younger family members. Chinese accounting practices were well developed and perfectly adequate for
business purposes. The predominance of the impersonal business corporation in the western economy has been over-
stressed, and even in such organisations family relationships continue to be important. There is nothing unique about
family business in China, and both east and west are variations on a common Eurasian pattern.

(3) The third meeting was addressed on 30 November by Professor Zhang Xiaohui, Professor of Law at Yunnan
University and Honorary Visiting Professor in the Faculty of Law at Aberdeen. Professor Zhang is an expert on the
law of the national minorities in China, a subject which also has anthropological aspects, and he drew on his special
interests to give an illustrated talk on ‘The Customs of the National Minorities in Yunnan'. After having sketched out
the natural and historical conditions which gave rise to the considerable ethnic diversity of the mountainous areas of
Yunnan Province, Professor Zhang showed the audience a range of slides illustrating many aspects of the customs of
the various ethnic groups, including their religious beliefs and practices, their life-cycle rituals of birth, marriage and
death, and their calendrical festivals.

(4) Don Wells, an instructor at the Aberdeen Tai Chi Chuan group, gave a talk on 14 February 1995 entitled ‘Finding
the Stillness in Movement'. Mr Wells began by dispelling a number of common misconceptions concerning Tai Chi
Chuan (or taijiquan), and explained that it is a slow martial art, a form of meditation in motion, of concentrated
relaxation, aiming at ‘health‘ not ‘fitness', at self-defence through non-resistance. He outlined the Daoist concepts that
underlie Tai Chi, especially the cosmology of yin and yang. He went to describe the genealogy of the various forms of
Tai Chi, and the practical sequence of training in the Wu style which is practised in Aberdeen. Throughout his talk, Mr
Wells illustrated his remarks with demonstrations of some of the movements of the Tai Chi forms and (with the help
of a volunteer from the audience) of the fighting significance of some of the moves.

(5) The final public meeting of the session was held on 16 May, when Kitty Pawson, Public Relations Officer of the
National Trust for Scotland, gave a talk entitled ‘The Road to the West: from Beijing to Aberdeen'. Mrs Pawson told
the fascinating story of how what began as a holiday tour of China in 1989 ended with her becoming an impresario
promoting a concert tour of Scotland by the three members of the Kang family. Travelling round China in the winter
before the events that culminated in the deaths around Tiananmen, Mrs Pawson had heard much from people she met
about the desire for change, for greater freedom and greater contact with the world outside China. Then, on the last
evening of their trip, she and her husband had met the Kang family, a bass-baritone married to a leading harpist, one
of whose daughters had become a concert pianist. The parents had been political prisoners for ten years during the
cultural revolution, and now it was their ambition to perform in the west. Kitty Pawson described the details of her
involvement in planning their concert tour of Scotland which realised that ambition. She was struck in particular by
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their lack of bitterness at the years during which they had been deprived of the possibility to practice their art, and at
their optimism for the future. That optimism seemed to be justified, judging by the invitation which the Kang family
received to go to teach music for a year in San Francisco, which is where she had last met them.
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NEWSLETTER 2000-2001

The Group held six public meetings during the academic session 2000-2001:

(1) The new session was opened on November 21 by Professor Keith Pratt, from the Department of East Asian
Studies, University of Durham, who gave a talk on the subject of ‘An Imperialist in China: Jack Phillips the Oil-Man’.
This was a case study based on the correspondence of a young man who worked for an oil compary in China in the
1920s. This was a finely told tale, and a perceptible shock ran through the audience when Keith Pratt recounted the
circumstances of Phillips’ death.

(2) On 13 February 2001, Professor Peng Xizhe, Director of the Institute of Population Research, Fudan University,
Shanghai, presented an informative paper on ‘The Changing Population of China’. Professor Peng is a leading Chinese
academic and a member of the Population Advisory Committee of the State Family Planning Commission. His edited
book, also entitled The Changing Population of China, was published in 2000 and is the most up-to-date work on the
topic in English.

(3) Dr Martin Mills, of the Department of Religious Studies, University of Aberdeen, gave an illustrated talk on
Tuesday 13 March 2001 on the title ‘The Panchen Lama Controversy: the history of a Sino-Tibetan dispute’. Martin
Mills is an expert on Tibetan religion and gave a fascinating exposition of the political background and intricacies of
the relationships between all the parties to the dispute, which is still rumbling on, over the identification of the
successor Panchen Lama.

(4) On Monday 2 April 2001, Professor Gavan P. McCormack, Professor of Pacific and Asian History, Australian
National University, presented his paper entitled ‘Water Margins: competing paradigms in China’. We took the
unusual step of organising a meeting outside of university term to take advantage of Professor McCormack’s visit to
Scotland, where he was the keynote speaker at the Edinburgh conference of the British Association of Chinese Studies.
His talk brought together hitherto scattered information on numerous Chinese projects of building big hydro-electric
dams, and argued that China is now considerably out of step with most of the rest of the world on the merits of such
engineering projects. The full paper on which he based his talk was published in Critical Asian Studies, 33:1, 2001,
pp.5-30, and is available by e-mail from Norman Stockman as a .pdf file.

(5) Professor Beverley Hooper, Professor of Chinese Studies, University of Sheffield, gave a talk on Monday 23 April
2001 on the topic ‘Consumerism and globalization in contemporary China’. This meeting was held jointly with the
Centre for the Study of Globalization, an interdisciplinary research centre of the university. Illustrating her talk with
examples of advertising in China, Professor Hooper provided insight into the cultural and economic processes of
commercialization in China, and stimulated considerable discussion.

(6) Professor John Henley, Professor of International Management at the University of Edinburgh Management
School, gave the last talk of the session on Tuesday 8 May 2001, on the subject of ‘Foreign Direct Investment in
China’. Professor Henley covered all aspects of the topic in his informative talk, including the causes, extent, processes
and consequences of foreign direct investment.
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James Suttie, Food and Agriculture Organization, has deliverered the following seminars:

(1) “Herding risk in Mongolia - transhumant stock rearing in a cold, semi arid climate” 

     Mongolia’s climate is arid to semi-arid and extremely continental. In such a climate crop production is impossible,
adequate fodder cannot be conserved to feed livestock in the long winter and spring so herders must rely on mobile
grazing systems to see their stock through to spring. Cold winds, snowstorms, dust storms and drought are regular
hazards which can cause large stock losses. 
     Until 1920 land tenure was feudal and stock management transhumant with family groups as units. Under
communist rule from 1921, transhumant herding continued but the population was increasingly controlled. In 1991 -
1992 the collective system broke down - livestock was privately owned but land tenure was not resolved. State
interventions and services have largely disappeared. The main meat market, Russia, could no longer afford to buy. The
collapse of the collective system shifted the herding risk from the state to individual households. 
     Zud means disastrous weather conditions, mainly but not entirely in winter and spring. The great zud of 1944 –
1945 probably precipitated the creation of the 250 cooperatives. The main types of zud are:

deep snow fall exceeding the normal range covers feed - most serious after a dry summer
trace snow or lack of snow at all - no drinking water
extreme and continuous cold
strong snow storms continuing more than 12 hours
drought is classified by season occurrence. Herders argue that drought in late spring and early summer is most
serious because it coincides with the new growth of pasture grass.

     Since privatisation in the early 1990s many socio-economic problems have arisen:

appearance of a class of rural poor. Breakdown of a large rural bureaucracy left many jobless. There have been
projects to “restock” poor herding families by giving them stock on loan but these seem unsustainable.
migration from east and west to central Mongolia. People migrate from the east because of breakdown of wells
and from the west and northwest for access to goods, services and markets. Migration has led to localised
overgrazing.

Family-based, transhumant subsistence herding has become the national life-style. Some social groupings have
begun to develop, but usually of only two or three households who share herding tasks. These are based on family ties
or a territorial unit-or, in the desert, water points. Domestic marketing and slaughter of stock has become the main way
of supplying meat to the urban population

(2) “Change in Tibet’s farming and herding” 
     There have been many changes in Tibet’s farming and herding between 1988 and 2004. Farming is mainly irrigated
and the range of crops is limited by climate. Development of winter-hardy cultivars of wheat and barley have greatly
improved production in areas below the mid-valley of the Lhasa valley. Horticultural produce is now available
throughout most of the year through use of poly-tunnels. Most livestock production is still traditional but there are now
abattoirs in Lhasa and marketing has improved greatly. The impact of the soon-to-be-inaugurated railway is still to be
seen but Lhasa is dependent on exterior supplies, notably in cereals but also butter – for ceremonial use.
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