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For office use only

THE ABERDEEN CHILDREN OF THE 1950S

 APPLICATION FORM

The Aberdeen ‘Children of the 1950s’ cohort study (ACONF) is designed to investigate the influence of pre-adult biological and social circumstances on health in later life.

The study is based on a survey carried out in December 1962 of all Aberdeen primary school children born between1950-56. In 2001 the whereabouts of over 11,000 of the original participants was traced followed by a questionnaire survey with a 63% response rate. This, and the original information on this cohort, has further been linked to morbidity and mortality data through the Scottish Morbidity Records system.
There are a number of steps involved in accessing ACONF data detailed on the website at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/aconf/. The completion of this form is step 3. 
This form is designed as a fill-in form. You can navigate between the fields using the tab key (forward) and the shift-tab key combination (backward), as well as by using arrows and by clicking on fields with the mouse.
PART A: USER AND STUDY DETAILS
Section A1

Application details

     
Study title
	Is this proposal:

(tick box as appropriate)
	a new study 
	

	
	a renewal of an existing approval 
	

	
	a major amendment
	

	2b If other than a new study, please provide details, and summarise the changes requested

	


Lead applicant
	Title:       
	Name:      

	Position:      

	Organisation:      

	Address:      

	Telephone:      



	     

	Email:      



Official use only

	Date received
	

	DaSH informed
	

	Date circulated
	

	Date approved
	

	Date of data release
	

	Notes
	


Names and contact details of all researchers who will be using the data (please list the main contact first)
	
	Name
	University/organisation
	Email

	1
	     
	     
	     

	2
	     
	     
	     

	3
	     
	     
	     

	4
	     
	     
	     

	5
	     
	     
	     

	6
	     
	     
	     

	7
	     
	     
	     

	8
	     
	     
	     


Is the lead applicant a PhD researcher? (if yes, tick box)  FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, please list details of the PhD supervisors:

	
	Name
	University/organisation
	Telephone
	Email

	1
	     
	     
	     
	     

	2
	     
	     
	     
	     


Expected duration of project (dd/mm/yyyy)
     
From: 
     
To:
Section A2

Funding  and sponsor details 

It is not necessary to have funding to conduct research with ACONF data as the data are freely available to academic researchers. However, many researchers request funding to undertake projects using the data.

     
Source of funding if you have it

Is funding confirmed? (if yes, tick box)  FORMCHECKBOX 

     
Sponsor of the study 
Section A3

Background and aims of study 

Explain the precise aims of your study (up to 100 words)

This should describe the specific aims of your projects, including any hypotheses that you hope to test.
	


Give an account of the background to your planned study (up to 300 words)
 

This should include a brief summary of what is known to date about your chosen topic and what and how your study contributes to what is known to date.
. 

	     


References (if applicable)

	     


 Explain why the Children of the 1950s data would be useful for this study (up to 200 words)

Type or paste your text in the box below. 

	     


	Provide a clear and concise lay outline of the proposal (max. 250 words). This will be made available on the Children of the 1950s website along with the name of the Principal Investigator or PhD supervisor. 

	


Section A4

Publication and dissemination of ACONF data

Please indicate how you will publicise and disseminate the findings of your proposed study and identify any deadlines.

(This may include plans for journal papers or conference presentations)

	


Section A5

Publications arising from previous requests
Please list any publications arising from any previous work carried out using data requested from the ACONF study.
	


Section A6

Is there any commercial aspect to the proposal or its outcomes? If yes, please give details.
Section A7

Will researchers be accessing the data from outside of the UK? If so, please state from which country and from which organisation/location.
PART B: SPECIFYING EXTRACT AND PRACTICAL ARRANGEMENTS

Please contact the study administrator for help if required.

Section B1

Study population

Provide a description of the population selected for the study

(For example, all female singleton ACONF members).

	     


Estimated sample size (ask the study administrator if you don’t know):
	     


Section B2

Service and access arrangements

Data will be released for access in the Grampian Data SafeHaven (more information at DASH). Applicants should arrange access to the SafeHaven for their project as soon as possible by contacting dash@abdn.ac.uk. You will also be asked to complete a list of variables required.

Currently data is provided as an SPSS dataset. If you require the data in another format please discuss with the study administrator.
Section B3

Linkage to other datasets

Do you intend to link to other datasets (e.g. SMR, Generation Scotland)? 
Please give details including the datasets you intend to link to, with a broad description of the variables you will request. 

Section C
Conditions of access
Please ensure you and your research team have read and agreed to the conditions for access as detailed below. 

Children of the 1950s study data

Conditions for access

1. Requests for access to the study data must be made through the ‘Children of the 1950s’ Steering Committee.

2. Applicants will be expected to be bona fide researchers based in recognised academic or research institutions.

3. The Steering Committee in considering each request for access will need to balance the interests of scientific research on any particular question, with the need to protect both the identity and trust of individual study members as well as the reputation of the study as a whole.

4. Applicants will need to make a scientific case must be made as to why data from the Children of the 1950s study is being requested, although the Steering Committee will not treat this vetting process as formal peer review. However, this case must provide explicit justification for the sub-set of variables requested. 

5. The extracted file provided will not contain any personal identifiers relating to study subjects such as name or address. In addition, certain combinations of variables that could either risk identity disclosure or are considered to be very sensitive may not be released by the Steering Committee to third parties. 
6. Datasets will be held within the SafeHaven and accessed by researchers there.  In exceptional circumstances where such an arrangement would severely limit, or prevent, the analysis, data may be released directly to the research team, after careful consideration by the ACONF steering group.
7. The time limit for working on the dataset provided is two years from the receipt of data. Applicants will be contacted after two years to determine whether the work is complete. Extensions may be approved as appropriate.  
8. Applicants must:

a. process and use the data in compliance with the Data Protection Act;

b. not use the data for purposes other than those specified in the application for access;

c. not provide access to any third party not explicitly mentioned in the application without the prior written agreement of the ‘Children of the 1950s’ Steering Committee;  

d. not attempt to identify individual study members;

e. destroy the data in all forms (including computer files), copies and extracts when the research is complete.  We keep a copy of the data provided to you (and documentation provided).  We can provide it again if agreed should you wish to resume research on the data.  We encourage you to provide us with derivations and special codings of your data which we will keep in our archive;

f. advise the Steering Committee of any publications arising from the analysis.

Please tick this box to indicate you have read and agree to the conditions of access
 FORMCHECKBOX 

This form should be EMAILED to the study administrator:
Heather Clark h.clark@abdn.ac.uk
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