A Day in the Life of … 

 

Scene 1 – Opening scene 

(Point of view shots and inner monologue throughout) 

John is fiddling with minidisk player at QML, music starts. (Vanessa Carlton – Just a Day)
He walks home in dark to sound of music. Credits are on Signs that he looks at as he walks. Music cuts out and he sorts it. Ends with door slamming in camera.
TITLE 

Scene 2 – Dream Sequence 

(flash sequence) 

Looks at clock 1.37am – punch in face
Looks at clock 2am – riding horse
Looks at clock 2.03am – bananas in ears and custard pie in face
Looks at clock 3.45am – kissing Amy
Looks at clock 3.46am – slapped by Amy
Looks at clock 4.02am – the sunrise
Looks at clock 4.32am – grim reaper
Looks at clock 4.45am – hendrik
Looks at clock 5am – an apple
Looks at clock 5.56am – in a car
Looks at clock 7am – Gets up 

 

Scene 3 – Workout 

Drinks a glass of water
Sit-ups, press ups 
“1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10”
“Man I thought these things got easier the more you did them”
Looks in mirror
“Maybe not after just a week though”
Laughs out loud
Ends with John entering shower. 

 

Scene 4 – lecture (kings college) 

John walks into lecture, sits at back.
“2 hours of this shite on a Monday morning, you gotta be kiddin me”
Amy walks in. He follows her with his eyes 
“Wow Amy looks better today than last week”
He stars at the back of her head for a while
Amy looks round at him, he looks away
Lecture starts. 
He starts to doodle, starts writing “Amy” on his notepad over and over again
John starts to fall asleep. 

Wakes up and room is empty. You hear the word FUCK. 

 

Scene 5 – Library 

John is in Library, looking for a book, 
“Where the fuck is it, waste of time, like I'm gonna read it anyway”
Sees people walk past him, they look and whisper about him, he hears insults from them. 
“Why were they talking about me, wankers”
Goes back to the search
He sees Amy and peeks round a bookcase she is sitting reading 
“mmm interesting, I should go over and talk to her. (pause) yeah and say what exactly? Erm I don’t believe I’ve met your breasts. (Pause) Don’t be so fucking stupid, just go over there and say hi. (Pause) Whats the worst that could happen? (Pause) She could say no, slap you in the face, laugh”
He turns away and goes to a corner to read his book.
We hear him reading it in his head for about a minute then
“Fuck it! I’m going for lunch” 

 

Scene – 6 Lunch (balcony at the central ref) 

John sits reading, eating his lunch
Amy - “So its my turn to spy on you then?” 
John looks up, looks shocked, 
Goes red
John - “er.. What do you er mean, Amy isn’t it”
Amy - “Yes it is, I saw you looking at me in the library” 
John - “sorry”
Amy - “no it’s ok. Your on my course right?”
John – “er yeah, I’m John”
Amy – “I know”
“she knows my name!!!”
Amy – “What you reading, obviously not that article for tomorrows tutorial” 
Laughs
John – “Porno”
Amy - “What?” 
John shows her the book
John - “Its Irvine welsh, the sequel to trainspotting” 
Amy - “Cool film, Ewan McGregor was great in that” 
John - “Naw the book was much better than the fillm, bit weird though, tommy didn’t die!”
Amy - “No way! I’ll maybe read it some time”
John - “I’ve got a signed copy if you want to borrow it”
Amy – “oh right. Cool. How you liking the course so far, mind if I sit down?”
John – “Yes, I mean no, (pause – looks down then back at her). Sure. Aye, it’s alright. Not sure about the essay though”
Amy – “Yeah I know, Theres no books left in the library from the reading list, there all out”
John – “I have some, if you want to lend them, I have finished with them anyway” 
Amy – “Oh wow! That’d be a great help, cheers!” John takes books out of his bag and hands them to her. Their hands touch and they share eye contact for first time, she blushes and he looks away. 
(Amy looks at her watch) “ Shit!, look I got to get to class, American cinema, sorry to rush off”
She turns to leave, then turns back
Amy - “a friend of mine is playing in his band tonight, you should come along… as a thank you for saving my life with these books”
John - “Really?”
Amy - “sure, there playing at glow”
John – “you mean Kef?”
Amy – “kef? It’s called kef now?
John – “yeah they changed the name again last year”
Amy – “Again?”
John – “yeah, it was glow 303 in first year, lava in second and then it turned to Kef at end of last year”
She writes down info on back of a card
John - “Lifeshade? They anygood?”
Amy - “come tonight and find out, Ill see you there at 9 maybe?”
John - “Maybe”
She smiles and walks away, turns at door to look back; John was looking at her arse. 
“Is this a date? Or is she just being nice. Fuck! Now what do I do?”
Slams his head down on table 

Scene 7 – Getting ready 

Just John getting ready, nervous, starts drinking.
“I cant believe she wants to see me tonight”
“ahh but does she?”
“Maybe she was just being friendly”
“Yeah and maybe she was interested”
“More likely she was stoned”
Phones Jim to get him to go along
“Hey Jim, u coming for a few pints”
“Why not?”
“ Just Fucking tape it you sad bastard”
“aww come on”
“don’t be such a waste of space man, when was the last time we went out and had some fun?”
“exactly! It’s time we changed and started enjoying ourselves for a change”
“come on”
“Great! meet you in pivo at nine” 

Scene 8 – Drinking (pivo then move to estaminet) 

John walks to the bar, Jim is already there
Jim – “Its ten past u fuck! I was just about to leave”
John – “Don’t be so melodramatic. What you want, my round”
Jim – “Too right it is, just a pint, cheers”
John orders two pints and they go and sit down
Jim –“ So then why did you drag me out then?”
John – “Just some band.” 
Jim – “Band? What band”
John – “Lifeshade. You ever heard of them?”
Jim – “No, they any good?”
John – “Not sure, never heard them”
Jim – “What type of music do they play?”
John – “Well its er…. Well I meant, you know its…. I don’t have a clue”
Jim – “You mean you never heard them? Then why are we going to see them?”
John – “I was invited”
Jim looks john in the eye with a quizical and suspicious look
Jim – “By who?”
Silence 

Jim – “WHO?”
John – “Just some girl in my class”
Jim – “Ahhhhh! Now I see, now I see”
John – “See what?”
Jim – “I’m the friend”
John – “Yeah you’re my friend, I thought that was obvious”
Jim – “No, I’m the token friend, so you don’t look sad walking in there by yourself, I’m expected to stand there and make you look good for this bitch and then when you fail to score, as you obviously will fail, I’m there for you to drown your sorrows and share a taxi home. You bastard!”
John – “What, I thought you wouldn’t mind. And what do you mean fail?”
Jim – “Yeah right! Like I had nothing better to do tonight than be a third wheel, standing around in a shit bar, listening to a shit band making polite conversation with some bitch your trying to nail.”
John – “Like what?”
Jim – “Urgh?”
John – “what did you have to do that was soooooo important, so more interesting than going out and actually trying to speak to a girl for once in your life.” 
Jim – “Why? Is your mother out tonight?” 
John – “Now I didn’t want to mention this but your forcing me. Remember Rachel?”
Silence – jim looks into his pint
John - “remember me saving your arse, me helping you, you owing me big? Now I’m calling in that favour.”
Jim – “Ah! Ok, you got me there. Fine I’ll smile, I’ll laugh at your crap jokes and I’ll conveniently disappear when instructed. But I bet you a fiver I’ll be sharing a kebab with you again tonight while you tell me.. again, how she wasn’t worth it and you never really liked her anyway and its her loss. Like last time.”
John – “Cheers mate, you’re the best. Never doubted you for a second. Drink up. And anyway, I still have that Rachel birds number.”
They drink up and leave. 

Scene 9 – Meeting 

John and Jim walk into lava, walk to girls at bar 

Jim – “I can’t believe I had to pay for a fucking ticket. You couldn’t have gotten another free one?”
John – “No sorry man, calm the fuck down, I know we’ve had a few, but keep it cool, ok.”
“man I think I over did it with the dutch courage” The shot is a bit out of focus
Amy – “Hey you made it John. This is my flatmate Beth, she’s my flatmate.
John – “Hi, I’m john, and this is Jim. Have I seen you around uni?”
Beth – “erm … maybe… yeah I spose…. John and Jim, ha are they a double act or something?” Snorts (and walks off.)
Amy – “I’m sorry about that, beths just having a few personal problems at the moment.”
Jim – “PMS”
Amy – “What?” (Looks round)
Jim – “Nothing, just wondered who’s round it was.”
John – “Just get me a bottle of something” (gives him a look)
Jim – “Of what?”
John – “beer”
Jim – “which beer?”
John – “any, I don’t care.”
Jim – “Any? You not bothered. Wow that’s a first. From the guy who nearly bit my head off earlier for getting him a miller when “I clearly asked for a Newcastle Brown” (mimicking john) How about Bud? Miller? Pils?”
Notices the look oh hatred and realises
Jim – “Ah! Right, anything, I’ll be right back. Well not right back, I mean I’ll be a few minutes. Yeah Bud, yeah?”
John – (through gritted teeth) “Whatever.”
Amy – “Just doesn’t take a hint that one does he?”
John – “er.. What do you mean?”
Amy – (laughs out loud, takes a drink) “and neither do you.” (Walks away to Beth)
Jim re-enters
Jim – “told you man, not interested, give up before you make a complete ass of yourself, and are too embarrassed to show your face in the department again for fear of bumping into her and drop out of uni altogether. Then you will have to go on the dole, coz face it, who would hire you, u fucking dropout.” 
John – “Fuck off”
Jim – “face it man, if you continue on this path tonight, your entire life will continue on the same downward trajectory until someone finds you face down in the gutter muttering her name. (mimicking john again) oh Amy, Amy why." (laughs out loud)
John – “Yeah whatever.”
“Maybe he’s right, well about the quitting now part anyway”
Band starts. 

 

Scene – 10 Club (lava) later 

Subtitled at first (shouting over the noise)
John – “they’re not bad”
Amy – “WHAT?”
John – “the band, not bad.”
Amy – “I know”
John – “You want a drink?”
Amy – “No thanks, still got this one”
“She isn’t interested, I knew it, why do I do this to myself”
John – “oh”
Amy – “Your mate seems… erm…. Highly strung”
John – “aye, he’s just having a bad day”
“where is the the slippery shit, I need him to bale me out”
John – “He’s ok when you get to know him really”
Amy – “he must be ok…. If he’s a friend of yours”
“what? Whats that supposed to mean?”
They start to talk over each other
Amy – “shit! Sorry, you go”
John – “no, you first”
Amy – “erm”
“she looks nice, shit! She looks REALLY fucking nice, maybe I should say “you look nice”)
Amy – “er you look nice”
Beth walks in
Beth – (mimicking Amy) “you look nice”
Amy – (under her breath) “Shut up!”
Beth – (mimicking agin) “Why should I?”
Amy – “please” (gives a meaningful look that John is oblivoious to)
Beth – (forced effort) “soooo your doing that english course together?”
John – “er, yeah actually it’s…”
Beth – (cuts him off) Fascinating. Isn’t it just reading stories though?”
John – “actually no it is analysis and critism of them, it’s…”
Beth – (cuts in again) “Oh right books about other books. Now THAT makes sense. I do medicine, but hey, I’m sure we don’t REALLY need doctors anyway”
John – “I’m sorry Beth, that’s not what I meant”
Amy – (to john) “Don’t apologise john, Beth’s ex was an english student, he left her because she was always studying and din’t make time for him”
Beth – “hey it’s not my fault I had loads of lectures and that arsehole only had 8 hours a week” Downs her drink and walks off to bar.
Amy – “Sorry I better go and see if she is alright” 

Scene 11 – later in club 

John alone at the bar, we see him drinking a pint, cut to drinking a vodka coke, cut to him drinking a shot, cut to him drinking an elaborate looking colourful massive cocktail
Enter amy
Very blurry now
Amy – “Where’s your mate gone”
John – “Don’t know”
Amy – “I think Beth went to find him”
John – “WHAT?”
Amy – “I think Beth has a thing for your mate”
John – “she seemed to hate him earlier… and me. Anyway thought she just got dumped?”
Amy – “she did. So?”
John – “rebound?”
Amy – “Yeah I spose. Man your wasted.”
John – “am not. (Staggers a bit) well maybe jusht a littwle”
Amy – “aye, me too.”
The band starts again 

Scene 12 – Oh Fuck 

John wakes up, blurred vision, (couple of flah backs to him downing shots) looks to one side, Amy is laying beside him. 
“fuckin hell!”
“What happened last night? Holy shit, I don’t fucking believe it. This must be a dream. Wow!” 
Gets up, does a sad wee dance, puts on clothes.
We see him write a note. Gone 2 get breakfast, back soon, XXX 

Scene 13 - (St Macar Drive) 

John walks home whistling, holding rolls of some sort.
Picks up phone
“Jim, what the fuck happened last night?”
“huh huh…. Yes…… I remember the tequila in lava,…. Absinth, no cant remember that… yeah she’s still there, last thing I remember I was getting the brush off.. ha ha very funny…. Her mate… you filthy bastard… nice one….SHE DID WHAT!!!! Jesus man Told u it was a good ideas to go out… yeah…so it was worth it then? Too right it was…. ok… nine tonight?…. sure….. if we are not busy. Ha ha ha ha ha…..aye ok…. Catch you later.”
He crosses street in a daydream, whistling to himself (shiny happy people). We hear a lorry horn and cut to black
Gets run over

