University of Aberdeen Museums 
Destructive Sampling Procedure 


Background Information

I. The University of Aberdeen recognises the research potential of its museum collections. We acknowledge that, in some cases, knowledge can be gained through research which includes destructive sampling of items in our collections. These instances require special consideration on a case-by-case basis. 
The relevant collection Curator or Honorary Curator, in consultation with the Senior Curator (Conservation), will decide whether damage to a sampled specimen is justified by the potential knowledge to be gained. Along with the value of the knowledge that may be gained, the following criteria will be considered in deciding whether to allow destructive sampling to take place:

· Availability, condition and nature of item to be sampled
· Nature of the damage likely to be incurred

· Evidence of effectiveness and appropriateness of the proposed methods

· Evidence of the value to scholarship of the proposed research

· Previous experience of researcher in proposed sampling and analytical techniques

· Similar research having been conducted already

II. The current scope of objects within the seven University of Aberdeen Museums collections which may be subject to destructive sampling include (but are not restricted to):

· Human remains

· Archaeological material

· Herbaria specimens

· Zoological specimens

· Geological specimens

III. Ethical guidance documents regarding the treatment of human remains, which have been consulted in the creation of this procedure and which should be considered, when appropriate, in the case-by-case decision making process include:

· Department for Culture, Media & Sport (2005) Guidance for the Care of Human Remains in Museums. Department for Culture, Media & Sport

· Historic Scotland (2003) The Treatment of Human Remains in Archaeology. Historic Scotland Operational Policy Paper 5

· Human Tissue (Scotland) Act (2006)

Responsibilities and Considerations

I. The University of Aberdeen will keep a register of all research undertaken and knowledge gained from any approved destructive sampling of its museum collections. This will include copies of publications based on this research. After sampling, a fully written and illustrated report with results of the analyses is to be sent to the University. The University is to be fully acknowledged in the report.
II. With regards to human remains and other sensitive material:

· with proposed destructive sampling of any burials of named people, permission should be sought from family members, if known.
· the transport of human remains will be undertaken with particular discretion, dignity and respect. 

· every effort will be made to ensure that the wishes of all involved with the transport and storage of human remains are respected.  Museum objects should not be taken home by the courier.

· views of relevant communities should be considered in photographing human remains, and consideration as to how the images are to be used should be agreed by all involved.

III. The location on the item from which the sample is to be taken should be carefully considered. Sampling from areas of greater significance in individual items should be avoided and further justified if necessary. Diagnostic areas should be avoided.
IV. Every effort will be taken to prevent contamination in the sampling process. Any concerns regarding this should be discussed with the Senior Curator (Conservation).

V. It is expected that sampling and analytical techniques will have been trialled and perfected elsewhere before approaches are made to sample museum items. Successful pilot studies on a small selection of items will normally be required before sampling of large numbers of items is approved.

VI. Before and after photographs should be taken of all material which is to be sampled/has been sampled. This relates to all samples taken in-house and items which are loaned out for sampling purposes. Photos should include the sampled area, some identifying number/label and should be taken with appropriate skill and lighting so that necessary details are visible. These images must be supplied to the Curator/Honorary Curator.

VII. All items loaned for sampling purposes should be packed according to recognised standards (see Packing Objects for Loan in the University of Aberdeen Museums Documentation Procedures Manual), in consultation with the Senior Curator (Conservation). All remaining parts of the sample (including DNA samples) will be returned to University of Aberdeen Museums immediately following the completion of analysis.

VIII. Individuals or institutions borrowing material from our collections will ensure they have the proper, recognised and necessary permits or licenses for shipping specific material across regional or national boundaries.

IX. All applications for destructive sampling must be approved by the relevant collection Curator/Honorary Curator, in consultation with the Senior Curator (Conservation). Applications must be made in writing using our application form.

I have read the above Destructive Sampling Procedure and agree to adhere to the policies.

Name of Researcher

Signature






Date

Name of Institution

Name of Advisor (for graduate students)

Signature






Date

University of Aberdeen Museums 
Application Form for Destructive Sampling 

I. Applicant Information:


II. Outline of proposed research and scientific merit:


III. Detailed description of requested material:


IV. How is it that the proposed research cannot be carried out without destructive sampling? Please outline any similar research carried out in the last ten years, by yourself or others.


V. How will the research be presented? (eg. thesis, conference paper, publication)


VI. Description of sampling techniques, how it will the undertaken and by whom? Please provide evidence of previous experience of named individuals in the proposed sampling and analytical procedures.

Signed:

Date:
University of Aberdeen Use Only
Name:





Affiliated organisation:








Daytime phone:





E-mail:





Supervisor's name:












































Approval:


Yes 


No





Restrictions:








