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What is WebCT and how can it be used?

WebCT (Web Course Tools) is an application that supports teaching and learning on the Web; it enables teaching staff to easily communicate with their students and provide access to course materials and resources.  WebCT is best described as a set of individual tools, which can be used in a variety of combinations according to the teaching situation.  It can be employed in any of the following ways: 

· To create a complete integrated course on the Web (e.g. distance learning course) 

· To facilitate a group project using the  online discussion tool and links to material 

· For online class discussion and tutorials 

· For revision and self-assessment exercises using the Quiz tool 

· As a means of presenting multimedia materials, for example music, poetry, video 

· As a gateway to a selection of external URLs for research purposes 

· To facilitate online student presentations (individual or group Web pages)

· To provide supplementary information or facilities (e.g. online course guide) 

· To place lecture notes online, and support them with the glossary and search tools
WebCT was developed at the University of British Columbia.  It is now a commercial application, and one of the two most widely-used VLEs (Virtual Learning Environments).  Following an extensive review and evaluation by a committee of teaching staff and learning technology experts across campus, it was adopted at the University of Aberdeen in 1998.  WebCT is supported locally by the Learning Technology Unit, and our WebCT information site (http://www.abdn.ac.uk/webct/) provides a range of documentation and details of training events, as well as a Web-based form for applying for a blank WebCT course.

For the WebCT Home page, go to the following URL:  http://www.webct.com/
To view a selection of WebCT sites at the University of Aberdeen, visit our WebCT showcase: http://www.abdn.ac.uk/webct/showcase.htm
What WebCT is not

WebCT is not an HTML authoring program, though it has a basic HTML editor interface for making changes to pages.  With regard to content, WebCT can be described as a tool for organising and publishing previously created files.  To use HTML pages in WebCT, they should first have been created using a program such as Dreamweaver, Netscape Composer, or even Word (see “Which Types of Content can be used?” below).

What do you need to use WebCT?

System Requirements

To design and deliver a course in WebCT, you need an Internet connection and a current web browser such as Internet Explorer (v5 or above) or Netscape (v6.2 or above). 

If your browser does not support WebCT, a message informing you of this will be displayed upon entering WebCT. You can also check your browser and whether it is supported by entering WebCT and clicking on the “Check Browser” link in the panel at the top of the myWebCT page. If your browser is not supported you can update your browser by:

1. Installing an updated version of Internet Explorer. Visit the University’s web page http://www.abdn.ac.uk/diss/ie6 for detailed information and easy-to-follow instructions. Please note that Internet Explorer (IE) is the University’s recommended Internet browser.  

2. Installing or updating Netscape, visit http://www.netscape.com and download version 6.2 or above. 
3. Contacting the Help Desk, who will be able to provide further information on updating your browser.

Using Web Folders

An additional feature in this version of WebCT is the ability to set up Web Folders to manage your files. See Information Sheet 4: Setting up a Web Folder for further information. If you choose to use this facility you will need a computer running either:

· Windows 98 or above (it can’t be set up on Windows 95) and Microsoft Office 2000 or above 
OR
· Mac OS9 or above
If required, you can contact the Help Desk for advice on upgrading your operating system and Microsoft Office application (helpdesk@abdn.ac.uk or telephone 273636). 
Web Folders can also be used with Macromedia Dreamweaver v4 or above. If you use Dreamweaver to edit and manage your HTML files a further information sheet is available on setting up Dreamweaver to use Web Folders.
Skills 
WebCT itself is easy to use, and basic Windows file management skills along with an understanding of the Internet are the only pre-requisite skills.  

However, some users will want to upload and link to HTML files.  HTML files need to be created outwith WebCT. You can create them in an HTML editing program such as Dreamweaver, Netscape Composer or Microsoft Word 97 (for simple pages).   You can find out more information on creating HTML pages by visiting the Web Design Unit’s information page, http://www.abdn.ac.uk/web/courses.hti 

Which types of content can be used? 
The following file types can be uploaded and used in WebCT:

	File types:
	Use for:

	HTML files
	Course content and supporting materials; instructions for projects/tutorials.

	Files for external applications such as Word, Excel, PowerPoint
	Course guides, reading lists, data for projects, lecture notes; supporting material and guidelines for projects/tutorials.

	Image files: .gif and .jpg
	Illustration and diagrams.  Can also be used for icons, and for banners at the top of e.g. Home pages.

	Multimedia files (video and audio clips) such as .avi, .mpg and .mp3; also animations and Flash movies
	Illustration, example, simulation, resources.
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