
From high to low level description

Policies and directives

Problem area/subject of concern

High-level

Low-level

Water quality parameters

Geophysical/biological 
measurable variable

Sensor measurement

EU policies

GMES level: 
“Water quality” 
“Water resources”

e.g. “oil spill” 
“eutrophication” 
“algael blooms”

e.g. “oil spill area” 
“chlorophyll-a”

e.g. “radiance”, 
“backscatter”


