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Film director § A g ¥
juggles work t s
and family life

By Laurna Robertson

OMBINING being a
Cmum to three-year-old

twins and a top British
film director, travelling all
over the world for
premieres and glitzy parties,
may seem impossible.
However, Gurinder Chadha has
got it nailed.
Not only does the director of
blockbusters like Bride and
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SINGER-SONGWRITER and Sixties icon
Marianne Faithfull is a former
convent schoolgirl who found fame
with the 1964 single As Tears Go By,
written by Rolling Stones stars Mick
Jagger and Keith Richards.

After surviving a descent into drug
addiction and homelessness, she went on to
produce numerous albums and has just
released her 23rd solo offering, Horses And
High Heels.

The 64-year-old, who was born in London,
now splits her time between Paris and

Co Waterford in Ireland. She embarked on
~ a new world tour this month.

= Why did you choose to record
the new album in New
Orleans?

= | never want to record where | live. | never
made a record in Ireland, and | haven’t done

STILL ON THE ROAD: Marianne Faithfull. one in Paris. | like to go out to work, so that's

"The Rolling
Stones changed
my life forever’

what we did. New Orleans is a great place to
work because there are so many great
musicians there, like George Porter Jr from
The Meters. He would never have been able

to play on the record if we hadn’t gone there.

Is there a theme that runs
through the album?

| don't really think so. It's stuff that's
interesting me now. It's very much now. And |
loved writing the song about Dublin and Paris
(title track Horses And High Heels), and making
Dublin as elegant as Paris in its own way.

Do you read reviews of
your music?

| really try to read good reviews and
ignore bad ones, that's what | do. | get
these things called Google Alerts,
which is everything that mentions my
name. And sometimes it’s nice,
sometimes it’s really nasty.

Did negative comments
concern you more when
you were younger?

Oh yes, | was very much more
vulnerable then.

If you could give advice to
your younger self now,
what would it be?

All I would say really is just don't take
drugs. It was a total waste of my time.

GREAT GUY: Jonathan Rhys Meyers.

If you hadn’t got that
record deal, what would
you have done?

| would’ve been the same, I'm sure. |
love performing, | love singing, | love my
life. It's just what | want... | sometimes
do a little bit of longing for what |
didn't have, | do. Like if | hadn’t been

discovered, my life would have been
quite different. But I've accepted it all.

Did your connection with
the Rolling Stones change
your life?

Oh yeah. As Tears Go By changed my
life, that's what changed my life.

Do you listen to that song
now?

| play it on stage. | don’t actually listen
to the record, no. | don't listen to my
records much.

Is there a preference for
music or acting?

No - music is my life.

That’s what's kept me alive and kept
me happy and it's very important.
But | do love acting too.

Bid for a cabinet ositio_n

AS THE Dons get ready for  there are plans afoot at

their Scottish Cup clash Pittodrie for urgent action
against St Mirren, diary fan  if the Dons lose.

Tim B can’t help but be “They are going to rename
cynical. the trophy cabinet. It will
He tells us: “Apparently just be known as the

cabinet.”

The diary is now open for all offers of funn
stories, bits of gossip and anything remotely
amusing or titillating. E-mail your gems to

ee.diary@ajl.co.uk




