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Room: A42, Taylor Building. E-mail: nerea.arruti@abdn.ac.uk 
1. Course aims and learning outcomes
Aims

The course aims to explore the links between fiction in its variety of forms (short story and novel) and society in the Southern Cone. The course will focus on narrative accounts that challenge the boundaries between personal and public spheres. One of the key themes of the course will be the power and limitation of linguistic communication when exploring the issue of political repression.

Learning outcomes

A: Knowledge and Understanding. By the end of the course, you will have a knowledge and understanding of:
The relationships between literary texts and the contexts in which they were produced; key concepts in Latin American studies, and the terminology and techniques necessary needed for discussion of them; importance and characteristics of modern Southern-Cone culture, all at a level appropriate for a Level-3 student.

B:  Intellectual Skills. By the end of the course, you will be able to:

Read modern Latin American texts in the original language; apply critical reading skills to various forms of Spanish discourse, respond to the meaning and affective capacity of language, using appropriate terminology; relate literary works to their cultural contexts; select and incorporate information from secondary sources, with appropriate acknowledgement; complete a sustained investigation into a selected cultural or socio-political topic, all at a level appropriate for a Level-3 student.       

C:  Practical Skills. By the end of the course, you will be able to:

Select and organize primary and secondary material relevant to a written or oral task; articulate views and engage in reflective discussion; assemble a coherent and structured argument in speech and writing; produce written and oral reports; ability to assemble a bibliography relevant to an assignment by using the library and other sources of information, all at a level appropriate to a Level-3 student. 

D:  Transferable Skills. By the end of the course, you will be able to: 

Communicate effectively in speech and writing; collect and evaluate data and synthesize ideas drawn from selected sources; present the results of investigations carried out individually or in small teams; exploit C & IT, in particular word-processing programmes and the world-wide web; organize time and acquire habits of autonomous learning; be adaptable and relate with maturity and intelligence to other people.        

2. Teaching and Learning Methods 
Classes take place once a week, on Thursdays 1-3 p.m. in KCF6.  A full schedule of the topics to be discussed in each class will be distributed in the first week of the course.

Classes are an important opportunity to hear and exchange views, analysis and information from the teacher and from other students.  You are expected to attend without fail.  Classes will be a mixture of lectures and seminars, and students are expected to participate actively either on an individual basis or through group work.  You should come to class having read the text or studied the material to be discussed, and prepared to participate.  

3. Assessments 
Please read on the ‘Registration’ section in the Departmental Handbook before reading on.

Assessment takes the form of two essays, and one oral presentation. Each essay, which should be no longer than 2,000 words, counts for 50% of the overall mark. The deadline for submission of the first essay is Monday 6th November 4 pm 2006 and the deadline for submission of the second essay is Monday 22nd January 4 pm 2007. 

Written work must not be submitted directly to tutors, and must be handed in, with a completed Departmental ‘Plagiarism Declaration’, to the School of Language and Literature Enquiries Office (Taylor Building, A13).  These cover sheets are available from the School of Language and Literature Enquiries Office and in the corridor by room A13.  It is your responsibility to ensure that written work is submitted within the deadline, whether or not you hand it in personally.  Unless there are mitigating circumstances (for example illness, in which case you will be expected to submit a medical certificate), a piece of written work which is submitted after the deadline will lose 2 marks if submitted up to one week after the deadline, and will receive a mark of zero if submitted more than one week late.

Both the essay and the examination are graded with a Common Assessment Scale mark of between 0 and 20.  You will find full information on this grading system and its criteria in the departmental Handbook.

Essay titles:

Essay 1:

1. Analyse the representation of women in Juan Carlos Onetti’s narrative.

2. “Narrators are always unreliable in Onetti’s short stories”. Do you agree? If so, discuss in relation to his work.

3. How do fantasy and the politics interact in Julio Cortázar’s short stories from the late 70s and early 80s?

Essay 2:

1. Study the links between memory, history and writing in Ricardo Piglia’s novel Respiración artificial.

2. Tomás Eloy Martínez in Santa Evita problematizes history. Discuss.

4. Course Tutor
The course co-ordinator on this course is Dr Nerea Arruti (Room A42, Taylor Building, e-mail nerea.arruti@abdn.ac.uk).  Her role is not only to facilitate learning, but also to give you advice and help as necessary.  If you have problems or difficulties with your work, or need help or information, please do not hesitate to contact her during her office hours or by appointment.

5. Bibliographical Advice

Primary Texts

· Juan Carlos Onetti, Cuentos completos
· Julio Cortázar, Los relatos (4): ahí y ahora
· Ricardo Piglia, Respiración artificial
· Tomás Eloy Martínez, Santa Evita
Secondary Sources

· Alonso Carlos (ed.), Julio Cortázar: New Readings, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

· Ara Pedro, Eva Perón: la verdadera historia contada por el médico que preservó su cuerpo, Buenos Aires: Editorial Sudamericana, 1996.

· Cortázar, Julio, Argentina: años de alambradas culturales, Barcelona: Muhnik Editores, 1984.

· Cortés Rocca Paola and Kohan Martín, Imágenes de vida, relatos de muerte: Eva Perón, cuerpo y política, Rosario: Beatriz Viterbo Editora, 1998.
· Harss Luis, Los nuestros, Buenos Aires: ed.Sudamericana, 1968.
· Maloof Judy, Over her Dead Body: the Construction of Male Subjectivity in Onetti, New York: Peter Lang, 1995.

· Millington Mark, An Analysis of the Short Stories of Juan Carlos Onetti, Lewiston: E.Mellen Press, 1993.
· Piglia Ricardo, Crítica y ficción, Buenos Aires: Siglo Veinte, 1990.
· Todorov Tzvetan, The Fantastic; a Structural Approach to a Literary Genre, Cleveland: Press of the Western Reserve University, 1973.
Wayne C. Booth et. al., The Craft of Research. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995).  This text is a guide to planning and writing essays.  Highly recommended.

(c) Private reading
The primary texts listed above, and the secondary materials that will be recommended, form the minimum, not the maximum, reading requirements of the course.  It is important to read further, and to research as much as you can around the subjects studied; you will not only broaden your knowledge but you should also find that your written work and participation in classes becomes more rewarding and sophisticated.  The tutor will be happy to provide pointers for further reading and independent research. 

Remember that, although compared to some science courses the number of timetabled class hours per week may seem small, guided but private study and research form the linchpin of a Humanities degree.  The independence and organizational skills this approach fosters are valuable skills.

6. Course Schedule

WEEK 1 (w/c 25.09.06)

Introduction/ Organise syndicates

WEEK 2 (w/c 02.10.06)

Juan Carlos Onetti, Cuentos completos

Close analysis: “Bienvenido, Bob”

WEEK 3 (w/c 9.10.06)

Juan Carlos Onetti, Cuentos completos

Close analysis: “Esbjerg, en la costa” 

WEEK 4 (w/c 16.10.06)

Juan Carlos Onetti, Cuentos completos
Close analysis: “El infierno tan temido”

WEEK 5 (w/c 23.10.06)

Julio Cortázar, Ahí y ahora
Close analysis: “Apocalipsis en Solantiname” and “Graffiti”

WEEK 6 (w/c 030.10.06)

Reading Week

WEEK 7 (w/c 6.11.06)

Ricardo Piglia, Respiración artificial
WEEK 8 (w/c 13.11.06)

Ricardo Piglia, Respiración artificial
WEEK 9 (w/c 20.11.06)

Ricardo Piglia, Respiración artificial
WEEK 10 (w/c 27.11.06)

Peronism: Historical overview

WEEK 11 (w/c 4.12.06)

Tomás Eloy Martínez, Santa Evita
Focus on Tristan Bauer’s documentary “Evita, la tumba sin paz”
WEEK 12 (w/c 11.12.06)

Tomás Eloy Martínez, Santa Evita
IMPORTANT
PLEASE CHECK YOUR UNIVERSITY EMAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS AS WE WILL USE THIS TO COMMUNICATE WITH YOU DURING TERM TIME.
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