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Cultural Sociology

Aims

Cultural Sociology is one of the most exciting areas in sociology today. It examines the role of culture in human societies from a wide range of different angles. The course is designed for students wishing to develop an advanced knowledge of cultural sociology. It familiarises students with the central theoretical, conceptual, methodological and empirical dimensions of the field. It considers and critically evaluates all the major schools of thought within the field, and their associated methodologies, as well as their social and political relevance. The degree works both as a stand-alone programme for students wishing to enhance their knowledge of this area to an advanced level, as well as providing the necessary basis for students wishing to pursue PhD study in cultural sociology and related areas.
Requirements

Applicants for admission will normally be expected to hold a relevant Honours degree of at least 2(1) standard from a recognised university or body. In exceptional circumstances applicants without this qualification may be admitted subject to having an alternative qualification, or an approved level of work experience, appropriate to the field of study.
Syllabus

The programme is offered full-time over one calendar year (September to September) and part time over two calendar years. The schedule of work for part-time students is agreed in consultation with the programme director. 
The MSc requires successful completion of 180 credits, including:

First semester

· SO5011 Qualitative Sociology (30 credits)
· SO5014 Advanced Social Theory (30 credits)
Second semester
· Core module (Cultural Sociology) (30 credits)
· Plus a 30 credit elective module from College of Arts and Social Sciences made with the advice of the Programme Convenor).
· One 12-15,000 words dissertation (worth 60 credits).
The Postgraduate Diploma requires 120 credits, including the 30 credit core module and three 30 credit modules from the electives list.
Course Content
Cultural Sociology - The field of cultural sociology encompasses a diverse set of ideas and approaches, all of which are concerned with two key matters: 1) how should sociology understand culture and cultural phenomena, and their relations with the social, political and economic factors in human life?; 2) what are the major sources and forms of cultural change today, in the past and in the future? The course covers all the major schools of thought in contemporary cultural sociology, including Marxism, neo-Marxism, mass culture theory, production of culture, the sociology of art, Bourdieu, structuralism and post-structuralism, postmodernism, the Yale School, and various others. The course considers themes such as the nature of culture, culture and power, and how culture informs human agency and subjectivity. The course allows students to understand in a sophisticated way what is at stake in cultural sociology debates, both within sociology and the social sciences more generally, and also in extra-academic contexts, such as in cultural and social policy circles. The course also lays the necessary conceptual, methodological and substantive foundations for students to carry out their own independent researches in the cultural sociological field, both within the dissertation associated with the MSc programme, and in other contexts, including future PhD research
Advanced Social Theory - This course aims to give students a comprehensive understanding of social theory, covering the period from the classical theorists through to present-day thinkers. It covers broad range of schools of thought, including critical theory, conflict theory, structuralism, post-structuralism, post-modernism, feminist theory, and accounts of late modernity, risk society, and others. Links to substantive areas such as globalization, European society, religion, cultural change, and the body and gender are made throughout the course. Emphasis is placed on how theoretical ideas can be related to empirical contexts, and how social theory is crucial for carrying out social scientific investigations in a range of substantive areas.

Research Methods Training – This course is designed to assist students to complete their dissertation in cultural sociology. The methods course chosen will be from amongst the portfolio of modules available on the School of Social Sciences Masters of Social Research or in the discipline-specific methods modules taught by the Department of Sociology as best fits the background, experience and needs of individual students.

Elective Module

The elective module will be chosen from among the portfolio of modules available on other MSc degrees in the Department of Sociology, the School of Social Sciences or the College of Arts and Social Sciences, depending upon the modules available at the time, the interest of students and their background. The choice of elective module will be made with the advice of the Programme Convenor.

Funding

Careers

Fees
Programme Director

David Inglis (MA Cambridge; PhD, York) is Professor of Sociology at the University of Aberdeen. He founded and edits, along with his colleague Andrew Blaikie, the journal Cultural Sociology, published by Sage and an official journal of the British Sociological Association, one of the world’s leading outlets for cutting-edge research and debate in sociological analysis of culture. He has written widely in the sociologies of culture, art and aesthetics, and the cultural sociology of globalization, as well as the history of social thought and historical sociology. His books include The Globalization of Food (Berg, 2009), The Sociology of Art: Ways of Seeing (Palgrave, 2005), Culture and Everyday Life (Routledge. 2005) and Confronting Culture: Sociological Vistas (Polity, 2003). The Sociology department also has significant expertise in various dimensions of cultural sociology e.g. visual research methods, religious cultures, and gendered cultures.
For Further Information

Postgraduate Secretary

School of Social Science

The University of Aberdeen

King’s College

Aberdeen

AB24 3QY

Tel: +44 (0)1224 272762

Email: socscipg@abdn.ac.uk

www.abdn.ac.uk/sociology

