Proposed CASS Descriptors for History (2009)

Essays, Dissertations and Written Exams
LEVELS 1 – 2 (Sub-Honours)

18-20 - Outstanding 

· Superior and original answers at or above the highest standard that can reasonably be expected for undergraduate work, and showing a clear analytical ability. 

· Demonstrates a wide knowledge and careful use of primary and secondary sources, with evidence of independent reading. 

· Presents a clear and well-structured argument. 

· Offers a comprehensive and sophisticated understanding of course-related content, themes and concepts. 

· Examples used are well-chosen in support of arguments. 

· No substantial divergence from the essay topic, unless adequately defended. 

· Competent use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar. 

15-17 - Very Good 

· Well-crafted, relevant answers, demonstrating a clear understanding of key issues, arguments and debates of the course. 

· Demonstrates a clear knowledge of relevant sources. 

· Presents a clear argument. 

· Clear and relevant use of supporting evidence. 

· Competent use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar. 

· Note: Answers in this band may vary also between those showing some independent thought but a somewhat limited band of reading, and competent and well-researched pieces that show a consistent position but do not go beyond analysis readily available in lectures. 

12-14 - Good 

· Competent answers, demonstrating a good grasp of material discussed in class, but with limited evidence of independent thought or study beyond that required to attain the basic learning outcomes of the course. 

· There may be some misunderstandings of content or themes, but these should not seriously compromise the structure of the argument or its conclusions. 

· Competent use of basic examples. 

· Accurate use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar. 

· Note: Answers at this level may be either (i) limited to material repeated from lectures (with limited evidence of additional reading), or (ii) be overly descriptive in content. 

9-11 - Pass 

· Adequate answers, but showing a weak or overly-simplistic grasp of key arguments or concepts laid out in the course learning outcomes, or containing a limited number of fundamental errors. 

· Few if any signs of independent or critical thought. 

· Examples are either badly chosen or insufficiently used within the argument. 

· Competent use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar. 

· Note: Answers at this level may dwell excessively on minor or partially relevant issues at the expense of developing key arguments. 

6-8 - Marginal Fail 

· Answers clearly lacking in content or ability to organise thought, and to relate answer to the question. 

· Key vocabulary, concepts and arguments are missing or seriously misunderstood. 

· Key examples are either non-existent or incorrectly used. 

· Poor use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar. 

3-5 - Clear Fail 

· Excessively brief or irrelevant answers. 

· May contain serious errors or fundamental misconceptions. 

· Poor use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar. 

0-2 - Clear Fail 

· Token or no submission. 

LEVELS 3 – 4 (Honours)

18-20 - Excellent 
· Original, sophisticated and comprehensive answers at or above the highest standard that can reasonably be expected for undergraduate work, showing a clear analytical ability and clearly demonstrating independent research and analytical abilities. 
· Demonstrates a wide knowledge and careful interrelated use of sources, with evidence of relevant primary and secondary sources, indicating substantial independent reading beyond core course material. 

· Presents a clear and well-structured argument that takes into account the diverging views of historians. 

· No major misunderstandings of course-related concepts or substantive material. 

· Examples used are well-chosen and efficiently used in support of arguments. 

· Little or no substantial divergence from the topic (whether assigned or student-generated), unless adequately defended. 

· Competent, accurate use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar.

15-17 – Very Good 
· Well-crafted, relevant answers, demonstrating a clear and nuanced understanding of key issues, arguments and debates. 
· Demonstrates a clear knowledge of prescribed sources, plus evidence of independent study. 

· Presents a clear and well-structured argument. 

· Demonstrates an awareness of alternative positions on key topics. 

· Clear and relevant use of supporting evidence. 

· Competent, accurate use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar.

· Note: Answers in this category may vary also between those showing some substantial independent thought but a somewhat limited band of reading, and competent and well-researched pieces that show a consistent position but do not go beyond analysis readily-available in core lecture and reading material.

12-14 – Good
· Competent answers, demonstrating a good grasp of core material discussed in class, but with limited evidence of independent thought or understanding beyond that required to attain the basic learning outcomes of the course. 
· There may be some misunderstandings of concepts, but these should not seriously compromise the structure of the argument or its conclusions. 

· Competent use of basic examples. 

· Accurate use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar. 

· Note: Answers at this level may be either (i) limited to material repeated from lectures (with limited evidence of additional reading) or (ii) overly descriptive in content.

9-11 – Pass 
· Adequate answers, but showing a weak or overly-simplistic grasp of key arguments or concepts laid out in the course learning outcomes, or containing a limited number of fundamental errors. 
· Examples are either badly chosen or insufficiently used within the argument. 

· Few if any signs of independent or critical thought. 

· Otherwise competent answers that substantially depart from the agreed topic may well be graded in this band. 

· Competent use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar. 

· Note: Answers at this level may dwell excessively on minor or partially relevant issues at the expense of developing key arguments. 

6-8 – Marginal Fail 
· Answers clearly lacking in content or ability to organise thought, and to relate answer to the question. 
· Key vocabulary, concepts and arguments are missing or seriously misunderstood. 

· Key examples are either non-existent or incorrectly used. 

· Poor use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar. 

3-5 – Clear Fail 
· Excessively brief or irrelevant answers. 
· May contain serious errors or fundamental misconceptions. 

· Poor use of: referencing, bibliography, computer/WP use, spelling and grammar. 

0-2 – Clear Fail 
· Token or no submission. 
