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SCHOOL OF DIVINITY, HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY 
 

ACADEMIC SESSION 2018-2019 
 

HI352Z/HI452Z: RELIGIOUS MINORITIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
 

30 CREDITS: 11 WEEKS 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY: 
The full set of school regulations and procedures is contained in the 
Undergraduate Student Handbook which is available online at your 
MyAberdeen Organisation page. Students are expected to familiarise 
themselves not only with the contents of this leaflet but also with the contents 
of the Handbook. Therefore, ignorance of the contents of the Handbook will 
not excuse the breach of any School regulation or procedure. 
You must familiarise yourself with this important information at the earliest 
opportunity. 
 
 
 
COURSE CO-ORDINATOR 
Dr Alessandra Cecolin 
Office: Crombie Annexe, CA205 
Office hour: Tuesday 13-14 
Email: alessandra.cecolin@abdn.ac.uk 
Tel: 01224 272348 
 
 
Discipline Administration 
Mrs Barbara McGillivray 
50-52 College Bounds 
Room CB001 
01224 272199 
history-ug@abdn.ac.uk  
  

mailto:alessandra.cecolin@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:history-ug@abdn.ac.uk
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TIMETABLE 
For time and place of classes, please see MyAberdeen 
 
Students can view their university timetable at     
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php  
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
The goal of this course is to challenge the general belief that Islam is the 
principal religion in the Middle East. We will examine in-depth the history and 
the condition of minorities living in the contemporary Middle East and their 
inter-communal relations, tensions, and conflicts in relation to Islam.  
 
 
INTENDED AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Level 3 
• To obtain good knowledge of the key theoretical questions regarding the 
history of religious minorities in the Middle East which are not part of Islam; 
• To develop good understanding of the key issues underlying the relationship 
between non-Islamic faiths (both dhimmis and non-dhimmis) and Islam; 
• To gain good understanding and apply critical analysis of the roles and 
positions of the main actors; 
• To obtain a good, comprehensive picture of the religious topography of the 
contemporary Middle East; 
• To engage in good discussions on the present situation of religious 
minorities within the Middle East especially since the rise of ISIS; 
• To develop good communication skills both orally and in writing 
 
Level 4 
• To obtain advanced knowledge of the key theoretical questions regarding 
the history of religious minorities in the Middle East which are not part of 
Islam;  
• To develop advanced understanding of the key issues underlying the 
relationship between non-Islamic faiths (both dhimmis and non-dhimmis) and 
Islam; 
• To gain advanced understanding and apply critical analysis of the roles and 
positions of the main actors; 
• To obtain an advanced, comprehensive picture of the religious topography 
of the contemporary Middle East; 
• To engage in advanced discussion on the present situation of religious 
minorities within the Middle East especially since the rise of ISIS 
• To develop advanced communication skills both orally and in writing 
 
  

https://abdn.blackboard.com/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php
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SEMINAR PROGRAMME 
 
WEEK 1: Introduction: From dhimmi to minority 
 
WEEK 2: Mizrahi Jews in Israel 
 
WEEK 3: Palestinians 
 
WEEK 4: the Kurds 
 
WEEK 5: Baha'i 
 
WEEK 6: READING WEEK 
 
WEEK 7: Yezidis 
 
WEEK 8: Druze 
 
WEEK 9: Copts in Egypt 
 
WEEK 10: Armenians 
 
WEEK 11: ISIS and the current threat to minorities living in the Middle East 
 
 
READING LIST 
The select bibliography below provides points of departure for further reading 
on the topics covered in the course. A more comprehensive list of titles, 
including primary source material, will be provided on MyAberdeen. 
 
"Between The Millstones: The State of Iraq's Minorities Since the Fall of Mosul." 
February 2015. Report by: The Institute for International Law and Human Rights 
(ILHR); Minority Rights Group International (MRG); No Peace Without Justice 
(NPWJ); Unrepresented Nations & Peoples Organization (UNPO). 
  
Bengio, Ofra and Ben-Dor, Gabriel, (1999) Minorities and the state in the Arab 
world. Boulder, Colo.; London : Lynne Rienner 
 
Brand, Lauire A. (2006) Citizens Abroad: Emigration and the State in the Middle 
East and North Africa. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006) 
 
Butenschon, Nils, Uri Davis and Emanuel Hassassian (eds.), Citizenship and the 
State in the Middle East (Syracuse University Press 2000) 
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Doostdar,Alireza "How Not to Understand ISIS." The Martin Marty Center for 
the Advanced Study of Religion, University of Chicago Divinity School. October 
2, 2014 
 
Firro, Kais. 2012. “Nationalism and Confessionalism: Shi’as, Druze and Alawis in 
Syria and Lebanon” in Longva and Roald, pp. 245- 265 
 
Haddad, Yvonne. 1991. “The Druze in North America,” The Muslim World 81(2): 
111-132 
 
Halliday, Fred (1995) Islam and the Myth of Confrontation: Religion and Politics 
in the Middle East (I.B. Tauris) 
 
Heather Sharkey, A History of Muslims, Christians, and Jews in the Middle East, 
Cambridge University Press, 2017 
 
Hourani, Albert. 1947. Minorities in the Arab World. London, New York: Oxford 
University Press 
 
Khalaf, Samir (2001) Cultural Resistance - Global and Local Encounters in the 
Middle East. London: Saqi Books 
 
Khuri, Fuad. 2004. Being a Druze. London: Druze Heritage Foundation. Selected 
passages 
 
Laura Robson, States of Separation: Transfer Partition, and the Making of the 
Modern Middle East, UC Press, 2017  
 
Longva, Anh Nga and Roald, Anne Sofie, eds. Religious Minorities in the Middle 
East: Domination, self-empowerment, accommodation, Leiden, Boston: Brill. 
2012. 
Maalouf, Amin. In the Name of Identity: Violence and the Need to Belong. 
Translated by Barbara Bray. New York: Arcade Publishing. 2012. 
Masters, Bruce. 2001. “The Ottoman Arab World: A diversity of sects and 
peoples” in Christians and Jews in the Ottoman Arab World: The Roots of 
Sectarianism. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press 
 
Roumani, Maurice. 2003. "The Silent Refugees: Jews from Arab Countries,” 
Mediterranean Quarterly: A Journal of Global Issues Vol. 14, No. 3. pp. 41-78 
 
Sammy Smooha. “Minority Status in an Ethnic Democracy: The Status of the 
Arab Minority in Israel.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 13: (1990): 389-413 
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Shatzmiller, Maya (ed.), Nationalism and Minority Identities in Islamic Societies 
(McGill-Queen's University Press 2005) 
 
Shohat, Ella. 1999. “Taboo Memories and Diasporic Visions: Columbus, 
Palestine, and Arab-Jews,” in Performing Hybridity. Joseph, M. and Fink, J. (eds), 
Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota, pp. 131-157 
 
Storm, Lise. 2008. “Ethno-national minorities in the Middle East: Berbers, Kurds, 
and Palestinians,” in A Companion to the History of the Middle East. Choueiri, 
Y. (ed).  
Trevisani Semi E. and Parfitt T. ed. (2005) Jews of Ethiopia: birth of an elite 
(London: Routledge) 
 
Tsadik, D., (2007) Between Foreigners and Shi’is  (Stanford: Stanford University 
Press) 
 
Weingrod, A., “Recent Trends in Israeli ethnicity” Ethnic and Racial Studies, Vol. 
II, Issue I, 1979 
 
Weissbrod, L., (2002) Israeli Identity (London: Frank Cass) 
 
Zubaida, Sami (2010) Beyond Islam: A New Understanding of the Middle East. 
IB Tauris 
 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessed Essay 1 (30%):  
Level 3: 2,000 words essay 
Level 4: 2,500 words essay 
 
Class Presentation (10%) 
 
Assessed Essay 2 (60%): 
Level 3: 3,500 words essay 
Level 4: 4,000 words essay 
 
Resit  
Level 3: 5,000 word essay (100%) 
Level 4: No resit permitted 
 
To view the CGS Descriptors please go to MyAberdeen- Organisations-
Divinity, History, & Philosophy Student Information for Undergraduates. The 
link to the CGS Descriptors is on the left hand menu. 
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PLEASE NOTE: In order to pass a course on the first attempt, a student must 
attain a Common Grading Scale (CGS) mark of at least E3 on each element of 
course assessment. Failure to do so will result in a grade of no greater than 
CGS E1 for the course as a whole. 
 
If you submit your work on time, you can expect that feedback will normally 
be provided within three working weeks (excluding vacation periods) of the 
submission deadline. 
 
ESSAYS 
 
• (Level 3 - 2,000 words; Level 4 - 2,500 words) 30% 
Questions available on MyAberdeen 
• (Level 3 - 3,500 words; Level 4 - 4,000 words) 60%: 

Students will frame questions of their choice after consultation with the 
course coordinator during week 5. Before starting your essay, consult the 
section on essay-writing in the Department’s Student Guidelines. The scholarly 
apparatus used (bibliography and referencing style) should conform to the 
History Department Referencing Guide available on MyAberdeen. 
 
SEMINAR PARTICIPATION (10%)  
Students should select their own presentation topics. Any topic relevant to the 
course should normally be fine (the course co-ordinator can help to find a 
topic). The presentation exercise is intended to:  
• improve presentation and discussion skills, developing a graduate attribute 
which will be useful in academic and other professional contexts: an ability to 
communicate effectively for different purposes and in different contexts. 
Presentations will be short (10 minutes), but each will be followed by a group 
discussion of both content and technique. Use of visual aids is not compulsory, 
but students may use slides or handouts if they think this is likely to be 
helpful. Since the focus of the exercise will be on developing professional 
skills, students will be marked partly on the report, partly on the oral 
presentation, focusing on:  
• Good timing;  
• Audibility and clarity of voice;  
• Logical structure;  
• Clarity of explanation;  
• Consideration for listeners; 
• Ability to reflect on the presentation and ask the group for feedback on one 
specific aspect. (For example: What did you think of the background 
information I gave about the topic? What were the most helpful aspects of my 
use of slides?); 
• Ability to respond to questions 
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LIST OF ESSAYS 
See MyAberdeen 
 
 
ASSESSMENT DEADLINES 
Essay 1 = due Monday 18th February, at 3pm 
Essay 2 = due Monday 25th March, at 3pm 
 
 
SUBMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 
Submit one paper copy with a completed essay cover sheet to the drop boxes 
in CB008 in 50-52 College Bounds and one official electronic copy to 
TurnitinUK via MyAberdeen.  Both copies to be submitted by 3.00pm on the 
due date. 
 
Paper Copy:              One paper copy, typed and double spaced, together with 

an Assessment cover sheet – this should have your ID 
number clearly written on the cover sheet, with NO name 
or signature but EVERYTHING ELSE completed, including 
tutor’s name – and should be delivered to the drop boxes 
in CB008, 50-52 College Bounds. 

Electronic Copy:       One copy submitted through Turnitin via MyAberdeen. 
(for instructions please see 
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/eLearning/turnitinuk/students/ )  
 Students are asked to retain the Turnitin receipt so they 
are able to provide proof of submission at a later date if 
required.  
 

In advance of uploading, please save the assignment with your student ID 
number listed in the filename, i.e. 59999999 HI352Z Essay 1. 
When asked to enter a title for the assignment, please enter a title identical to 
the name of your saved assignment, i.e. HI452Z Essay 1. 
 
Both copies to be submitted by 3.00pm on the due date. 
 
Please note: Failure to submit both an electronic copy to TurnitinUK, and an 
identical paper copy, will result in a deduction of marks.  
Failure to submit to TurnitinUK will result in a zero mark. 
 
 

https://abdn.blackboard.com/webapps/login/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/eLearning/turnitinuk/students/
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