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SCHOOL OF DIVINITY, HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY 

 
ACADEMIC SESSION 2018-2019 

 
HI307B/HI407C THE MAKING OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST 

 
30 CREDITS: 11 WEEKS 

 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY: 
The full set of school regulations and procedures is contained in the 
Undergraduate Student Handbook which is available online at your 
MyAberdeen Organisation page. Students are expected to familiarise 
themselves not only with the contents of this leaflet but also with the 
contents of the Handbook. Therefore, ignorance of the contents of the 
Handbook will not excuse the breach of any School regulation or procedure. 
You must familiarise yourself with this important information at the earliest 
opportunity. 
 
 
 
COURSE CO-ORDINATOR 
Dr Alessandra Cecolin 
Office: Crombie Annexe, CA205 
Email: alessandra.cecolin@abdn.ac.uk 
Tel: 01224 272348 
Office hours: Wednesdays 2pm-3pm 
 
 
Discipline Administration 
Mrs Barbara McGillivray/Mrs Gillian Brown 
50-52 College Bounds 
Room CBLG01 
01224 272199/272454 
history-ug@abdn.ac.uk  
  

https://abdn.blackboard.com/webapps/login/
mailto:alessandra.cecolin@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:history-ug@abdn.ac.uk
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TIMETABLE 
For time and place of classes, please see MyAberdeen 
 
Students can view their university timetable at     
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
This course explores some of the major developments in the history of the 
modern Middle East, from the late 19th century, through the collapse of the 
Ottoman Empire to the formation of modern nation states. The course will 
then focus on the latest phase of the history of the Middle Eastern Empires, 
the subsequent changes in the political systems over the course of the 20th 
century, colonialism, the struggle for independence, and the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. The course follows a chronological structure and aims at 
strengthening critical thinking skills and interrogating contextual 
understanding of the role of culture as well as modernisation in the region. 
 
INTENDED AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
By the end of the course students will be able to demonstrate: 
• Good understanding of the key issues underlying the historiographical 

debate on the Modern Middle East; 
• Good knowledge of the key theoretical questions regarding the history 

and the debate; 
• Good understanding and critical analysis of roles and positions of the main 

actors; 
• Understanding of a comprehensive picture of the interaction of domestic 

and external actors and factors shaping the Middle East between 19th and 
20th Centuries; 

• Ability to undertake informed discussion on how progress might be made 
towards resolving the ongoing issues, against the background of 
contemporary political realities; 

• Good communication skills both orally and in writing. 
 
LECTURE/SEMINAR PROGRAMME 
 

1. Introduction: The historiographical debate on the Middle East.  

2. Egypt and the Arab world in the 19th Century. 

3. The Qajar Empires in the 19th Century.   

https://abdn.blackboard.com/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php
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4. The “Sick Man of Europe”? An overview of the Ottoman Empire in the 

19th and 20th Centuries. 

5. The Arab struggle for independence: the interwar period to 1945. 

6. Iran: from the Qajars to the Pahlevis. 

7. Zionism, the Palestinian Mandate and the Establishment of the State of 

Israel. 

8. The transformation of the Middle East: Egypt under Naser, Ba’thist rule 

in Syria and Iraq. 

9. The Arab-Israeli Conflict since 1948. 

10. The Iranian Revolution and the Islamic State. 

11. Revision and conclusion: The Middle East in the Post-9/11 World. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

The select bibliography below provides points of departure for further reading 
on the topics covered in the course. A more comprehensive list of titles, 
including primary source material, will be provided on MyAberdeen. 

 
Amin/Fortna/Frierson, The Modern Middle East: a Sourcebook (Oxford 

University Press: Oxford, 2006) 
Ansari, Ali Modern Iran since 1921. The Pahlavis & after, 2nd ed. (Longman, 

2007) 
Cleveland, W.L., A History of the Modern Middle East (Boulder, 1994) (any 

edition) 
Gelvin, J., The Modern Middle East (Oxford, 2005) (any edition) 
Hanioglu, S., A Brief History of the Late Ottoman Empire (2008) 
Hourani, A., A History of the Arab Peoples (London, 1991) 
Hourani, A., Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age (London, 1962 & 1967; 

Cambridge, 1983) 
Hourani, A., Khoury, P.S. and Wilson, M. (eds), The Modern Middle East: a 

Reader (London, 1993) (any edition) 
Keddie, N.R., Roots of Revolution: an Interpretative History of Modern Iran 

(New Haven, 1981) 
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Khalidi, Rashid, The Iron Cage: the story of the Palestinian struggle for 

statehood (Boston: Beacon Press, 2006) 
Quataert, Donald, The Ottoman Empire, 1700-1922, (2nd ed., Cambridge UP, 

2005) 
Rogan, E., The Arabs. A History (Basic Books, 2009) 
Smith, Charles, Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict. A history with 

documents, 7th ed. (Bedford/St Martin’s, 2009) 
Yapp, M., The Making of the Modern Near East, 1792-1923 (Longman, 1991) 

(any edition) 
Yapp, M., The Near East since the First World War (Longman, 1991) (any 

edition) 
Zürcher, E.J., Turkey. A Modern History (IB Tauris, London, 1997) 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
Level 3 
1 x 3 hour Exam (50%) 
1 x 2,500 word Essay (40%)  
Seminar Participation (10%) 
 
Resit:  1 x 3 hour Exam (100%) 
 
Level 4 
1 x 3 hour Exam (50%) 
1 x 3,000 word Essay (40%) 
Seminar Participation (10%) 
 
EXAM (3 hours – 50%) 

Exam based on one three-hour degree examination counting 50 % towards 
the final grade. The degree examination will be held in December. The 
purpose of the examination is to test your ability to analyse and synthesise 
material covered in the course.  
 
ESSAY (2,500 [3,000 for Level 4] words – 40%)  
 
Students will frame questions of their choice after consultation with the 
course coordinator during week 3 . Before starting your essay, consult the 
section on essay-writing in the Department’s Student Guidelines. The scholarly 
apparatus used (bibliography and referencing style) should conform to the 
History Department Referencing Guide available on MyAberdeen.  
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SEMINAR PARTICIPATION (10%) 
 
Students should select their own presentation topics. Any topic relevant to 
the course should normally be fine (the course co-ordinator can help to find a 
topic). 
 
The presentation exercise is intended to: 

• improve presentation and discussion skills, developing a graduate 
attribute which will be useful in academic and other professional 
contexts: an ability to communicate effectively for different purposes 
and in different contexts. 

 
Presentations will be short (10 minutes), but each will be followed by a group 
discussion of both content and technique. 
Use of visual aids is not compulsory, but students may use slides or handouts 
if they think this is likely to be helpful. 
Since the focus of the exercise will be on developing professional skills, 
students will be marked partly on the report, partly on the oral presentation, 
focusing on: 

• good timing; 
• audibility and clarity of voice; 
• logical structure; 
• clarity of explanation; 
• consideration for listeners; 
• ability to reflect on the presentation and ask the group for feedback on 

one specific aspect. (For example: What did you think of the 
background information I gave about the region? What were the most 
helpful aspects of my use of slides?); 

• ability to respond to questions. 
 

To view the CGS Descriptors please go to MyAberdeen- Organisations-
Divinity, History, & Philosophy Student Information for Undergraduates. The 
link to the CGS Descriptors is on the left hand menu. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: In order to pass a course on the first attempt, a student must 
attain a Common Grading Scale (CGS) mark of at least E3 on each element of 
course assessment. Failure to do so will result in a grade of no greater than 
CGS E1 for the course as a whole. 
 
If you submit your work on time, you can expect that feedback will normally 
be provided within three working weeks (excluding vacation periods) of the 
submission deadline. 
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ESSAYS 
Essays should be 2,500 (3,000 for Level 4) words long, including quotations 
and footnotes; students should note that they will be penalised for work 
which is either too long or too short. 
 
ASSESSMENT DEADLINES 
Essay deadline is Wednesday, 31 October 2018 by 3 pm. 
 
SUBMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 
Please submit by the deadline ONE paper copy (cover sheet required) PLUS, 
ONE official electronic copy (no cover sheet required) as follows: 
 
Hard Copy: One hard copy typed and double spaced, together with an 

Assessment cover sheet – this should have your ID 
number CLEARLY written on the cover sheet, with NO 
name and NO signature but EVERYTHING ELSE filled in – 
and should be delivered to the History Admin Office 
[Drop-off boxes located in CB008, 50-52 College 
Bounds]. 

 
Electronic Copy: One copy submitted through Turnitin via MyAberdeen.  

(For instructions please see 
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/eLearning/turnitinuk/students/)   
Students are asked to retain the Turnitin receipt so they 
are able to provide proof of submission at a later date if 
required. 

 
In advance of uploading, please save the assignment with your student ID 
number listed in the filename, i.e. 59999999 HI307B Essay 1. 

When asked to enter a title for the assignment, please enter a title identical to 
the name of your saved assignment, i.e. 59999999 HI407C Essay 1. 

Both copies to be submitted by 3.00pm on the due date. 
 
Please note:  Failure to submit both an electronic copy to Turnitin and a hard 
copy to the school office, by the stated deadline, will result in a zero mark. 
N.B Turnitin doesn’t accept Mac documents in Pages. If using a Mac please 
go to File and export work as a Word document. 
 
 
 
 

https://abdn.blackboard.com/webapps/login/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/eLearning/turnitinuk/students/
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EXAMINATION 
Information on the examination will be provided during the course. 
 
General exam guidance will be given in the Student Handbook.) 
 
Past exam papers can be viewed at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-
and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Candidates whose first language is not English may refer to 
English/native tongue dictionaries, when permitted by their Schools to do so. 
Electronic dictionaries are not permitted in the examination venue. 
Invigilators are entitled to request inspection of dictionaries prior to the 
examination, thumbing through them to check that there is no extra written 
material present. 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
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