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SCHOOL OF DIVINITY, HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY 

 
ACADEMIC SESSION 2018-2019 

 
HI303Q DECOLONIZATION: THE BRITISH EXPERIENCE 

 

30 CREDITS: 11 WEEKS 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY: 

The full set of school regulations and procedures is contained in the 

Undergraduate Student Handbook which is available online at your 

MyAberdeen Organisation page. Students are expected to familiarise 

themselves not only with the contents of this leaflet but also with the 

contents of the Handbook. Therefore, ignorance of the contents of the 

Handbook will not excuse the breach of any School regulation or procedure. 

You must familiarise yourself with this important information at the earliest 

opportunity. 

 
COURSE CO-ORDINATOR 
Dr Andrew Dilley 
Office: 105 Crombie Annex 
Tel: 3884 
E-mail: a.dilley@abdn.ac.uk 
Office Hours: To be announced 
 

Discipline Administration 

Mrs Barbara McGillivray/Mrs Gillian Brown 
50-52 College Bounds 
Room CBLG01 
01224 272199/272454 
history-ug@abdn.ac.uk  
  

https://abdn.blackboard.com/webapps/login/
mailto:a.dilley@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:history-ug@abdn.ac.uk
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TIMETABLE 
For time and place of classes, please see MyAberdeen 
 

Students can view their university timetable at     

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php  

 

Students can view the University Calendar at    

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/students/13027.php 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

At the start of the twentieth century, the British empire covered a quarter of 

the globe, and influenced the affairs of many other countries. A century later 

the empire has all but gone – although the Commonwealth remains, and 

Britain is at best a middle ranking power. In the process, the inter-

relationships of large swathes of the globe were transformed. Drawing widely 

on a vibrant secondary literature, as well as an extensive range of primary 

materials, this course will examine the decline of British imperialism – a 

process commonly known as decolonisation. It will consider the nature and 

causes of that decline from a number of perspectives, and consider the 

different meanings and timings of decolonization in different regions of the 

empire. This will involve close examinations of some of the seminal events in 

Twentieth Century history, for example the partitions of India and Palestine, 

the Suez crisis, and the emergence of apartheid. The course will also consider 

the effects of decolonization on the economies, societies, and cultures of both 

Britain and its former colonies. This raises a host of issues ranging from the 

links between empire, underdevelopment and political violence in former 

colonies through to the evolution of a multicultural Britain in the late-

twentieth century.  

 

https://abdn.blackboard.com/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/students/13027.php
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INTENDED AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The course aims to introduce students to the key events, themes and 

historical controversies surrounding the end of the British Empire (broadly 

conceived) 

By the end of the course students should be able to: 

• show familiarity with the international, metropolitan, and ‘colonial’ 

political, economic, and cultural developments that surrounded the end 

of empire 

• evaluate different historiographical interpretations of these events and 

processes 

• appraise the impacts of decolonization in Britain and the former empire 

• interpret and analyse primary source material 

• promote intellectual debate and scholarly initiative 

• judge, to reflect upon, and to argue the merits of conflicting 

interpretations  

 

This course will also encourage the development of IT and related skills by 

requiring word-processed essays. You are encouraged to use the Internet but 

also to exercise discrimination with regard to the material available. The 

course will encourage the development of analytical skills by introducing you 

to the use, criticism and comparison of primary documents.  

 

This course will develop your Graduate attributes: 

• Academic Excellence: Through critical engagement with a complex and rich 

area of study. 

• Critical Thinking and Communication: Again through critical engagement 

with, and discussing and presenting ideas on, a rich historical topic. 
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• Learning and Personal Development: By requiring a high level of 

independent study along with team work with other students in group 

work  

• Active Citizenship: Since decolonization requires the study of a range of 

different societies and a topic which has profound resonances in the 

present  

 

LECTURE/SEMINAR PROGRAMME 
Attendance at seminars is compulsory and will be monitored. Failure to 

attend will result in the withdrawal of the Class Certificate. (See Sections 7-8: 

Absences from Class on Medical Grounds and Class Certificates). 

• You will be expected to have read and digested the core readings as 

directed by the course coordinator. These will be placed on MyAberdeen as 

far as copyright allows. You should come to each seminar with sufficient 

notes to engage in group work and general discussion.  

The Course is composed of 11 two-hour seminars, with supporting materials 

on MyAberdeen. Each seminar will have 2-3 core readings assigned and made 

available through MyAberdeen. The majority of the seminar will be taken up 

by discussion of these readings. Preparation is essential. 

 
SEMINAR SCHEDULE 
 
Note this schedule may be subject to revision.  
 
Week 1: Introduction  

    

Week 2: Concepts, Approaches, Background 

 

Week 3: The End of Empire in a Global Context 

 

Week 4: The End of Empire in South Asia 
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Week 5: [Reading Week] – Note an additional seminar will be scheduled by 

negotiation with the class/classes 

 

Week 6: Theories and Practices of Nationalism  

 

Week 7: Violence and the End of Empire: Mau Mau and Malaya 

 

Week 8: The Middle East 

 

Week 9: The End of Empire in Africa 

 

Week 10: The Old Dominions, the New Commonwealth, and the EEC 

 

Week 11: Legacies of Empire   

 

Week 12: Revision Seminar 

 

READING LIST 
There are many good general books on decolonization. You would be wise to 

invest in at least one. You need to achieve a solid understanding of the events 

and processes at work through the period, and of the main lines of 

historiographical interpretation. Many of these readings will also be relevant for 

the weekly topics. 

 

L. J. Butler, Britain and Empire: Adjusting to a Post-Imperial World (2002) 

[Brief and very accessible] 
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E. Buettner, Europe after Empire: Decolonization, Society, and Culture 

(Cambridge, 2016) [Up to date, comparative, and focused on the 

metropolitan impacts of decolonization] 

J. Brown (eds), The Oxford History of the British Empire, vol. iv ,The Twentieth 

Century (1999) (Often abbreviated to OHBE in this guide) [Many 

relevant essays, a useful point of reference] 

J. Darwin, The empire project: the rise and fall of the British world-system, 

1830-1970 (Cambridge, 2009). Chs 9-14. [More recent, again very 

useful] 

R. Hyam, Britain’s Declining Empire. The Road to Decolonisation, 1918-1968 

(2006) [Important but eccentric] 

M. Shipway, Decolonization and Its Impact: A Comparative Approach to the 

End of the Colonial Empires (2007) [Very useful, if complex, 

comparative overview] 

 

Further reading: This is an essential part of any course in History and will deepen 

your understanding and enjoyment of the period and the discipline of history. As 

well as the SEMINAR READINGS, you should read (and might purchase) at least 

one of the general overviews listed below. The exhaustive select bibliography 

(placed on MyAberdeen) provides essential points of departure for the topics 

covered in the course. These items should be your first ports of call and main 

focus as you study. Subsequently you may wish to follow up leads from these 

readings, or in consultation with the Course Co-ordinator, who should also be 

contacted for advice if there are problems obtaining materials. 

 

An extended bibliography broken down by topic and including guidance on 

primary sources has been placed on MyAberdeen. 

ASSESSMENT 
3-hour Exam (50%) 

https://abdn.blackboard.com/webapps/login/
https://abdn.blackboard.com/webapps/login/
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2,500-word Essay (40%) 

750-word Book Review (10%) 
 
Resit: 3-hour Exam (100%) 
 

To view the CGS Descriptors please go to MyAberdeen- Organisations-

Divinity, History, & Philosophy Student Information for Undergraduates. The 

link to the CGS Descriptors is on the left hand menu. 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: In order to pass a course on the first attempt, a student must 
attain a Common Grading Scale (CGS) mark of at least E3 on each element of 
course assessment. Failure to do so will result in a grade of no greater than 
CGS E1 for the course as a whole. 
 
If you submit your work on time, you can expect that feedback will normally 
be provided within three working weeks (excluding vacation periods) of the 
submission deadline. 
 

ESSAYS 
Your Essay should be 2,500 words (+/- 10%) including footnotes but excluding 

the bibliography. A list of essay topics will be placed on MyAberdeen. Please 

refer to the History Department Style Guide, also placed on MyAberdeen. 

BOOK REVIEW 

The purpose of the book review is to allow you to engage with, summarize, 

and critique a key work in the field. Further guidance on the format will be 

provided in the first weeks of the course. The Review should be no more than 

750 words (including footnotes but excluding bibliography). You should select 

a book from the list which will be placed on MyAberdeen in Week 2. Any other 

book may be reviewed only with the consent of the Course Co-Ordinator. 

 

A note on presenting the review: 

https://abdn.blackboard.com/webapps/login/
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Your review should include at the start the author(s), title, place of 

publication, published, and date of publication. You may subsequently refer to 

pages of the book reviewed in the text of your review in brackets like this (2). 

Other works should be referenced with footnotes as normal. 

 

LIST OF ESSAY/REVIEWTOPICS  

These will be posted on MyAberdeen by the end of Week 2 

ASSESSMENT DEADLINES 
Book Review: Monday of Week 6 (15 October), 3pm 

Assessed Essay: Friday Week 10 (16 November), 3pm 

SUBMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 
Submit one paper copy with a completed essay cover sheet to the drop boxes 

in CB008 in 50-52 College Bounds and one official electronic copy to 

TurnitinUK via MyAberdeen.  Both copies to be submitted by 3.00pm on the 

due date. 

Paper Copy:              One paper copy, typed and double spaced, together with 

an Assessment cover sheet – this should have your ID 

number clearly written on the cover sheet, with NO name 

or signature but EVERYTHING ELSE completed, including 

tutor’s name – and should be delivered to the drop boxes 

in CB008, 50-52 College Bounds. 

Electronic Copy:       One copy submitted through Turnitin via MyAberdeen. 

(for instructions please see 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/eLearning/turnitinuk/students/ )  

 Students are asked to retain the Turnitin receipt so they 

are able to provide proof of submission at a later date if 

required.  

In advance of uploading, please save the assignment with your student ID 
number listed in the filename, i.e. 59999999 HI303Q Essay 1. 

https://abdn.blackboard.com/webapps/login/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/eLearning/turnitinuk/students/


 
 

9 

Co
ur

se
 D

oc
um

en
t -

 | 
20

18
-2

01
9 

 
When asked to enter a title for the assignment, please enter a title identical to 
the name of your saved assignment, i.e. HI303Q Essay 1. 

Both copies to be submitted by 3.00pm on the due date. 
 

Please note: Failure to submit both an electronic copy to TurnitinUK, and an 

identical paper copy, will result in a deduction of marks.  

Failure to submit to TurnitinUK will result in a zero mark. 

 

EXAMINATION 

The Examination will last three hours and students will be required to write 

three essays. The paper will be divided into two sections and at least one 

question must be attempted from each section. The first section focuses on 

broad themes while the second section focuses more on individual case 

studies. 

General exam guidance will be given in the Student Handbook. 

Past exam papers can be viewed at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-
and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/. 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Candidates whose first language is not English may refer to 
English/native tongue dictionaries, when permitted by their Schools to do so. 
Electronic dictionaries are not permitted in the examination venue. 
Invigilators are entitled to request inspection of dictionaries prior to the 
examination, thumbing through them to check that there is no extra written 
material present. 
 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
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