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SCHOOL OF DIVINITY, HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY 
 

ACADEMIC SESSION 2018-2019 
 

DR301P Junior Honours Special Subject: The David Narrative 
 

15 Credits, 11 Weeks 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY:  

The full set of school regulations and procedures is contained in the 

Undergraduate Student Handbook which is available online at your 

MyAberdeen page. Students are expected to familiarise themselves not only 

with the contents of this leaflet but also with the contents of the Handbook. 

Therefore, ignorance of the contents of the Handbook will not excuse the 

breach of any School regulation or procedure. 

You must familiarise yourself with this important information at the earliest 

opportunity. 

 

COURSE CO-ORDINATOR/COURSE TEAM 
Dr Lena-Sofia Tiemeyer 

Email: l.s.tiemeyer@abdn.ac.uk 

Tel. 01224-272629  

Office Hours: By appointment 

 

Discipline Administration: 

Mrs Lisa Evans 

50-52 College Bounds 

Room CB001 

01224 273986 

divrs@abdn.ac.uk  

mailto:l.s.tiemeyer@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:divrs@abdn.ac.uk
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Students are asked to make themselves familiar with the information on key 
institutional policies which been made available within MyAberdeen 
(https://abdn.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/institution/Policies ). These policies are 
relevant to all students and will be useful to you throughout your studies.  They 
contain important information and address issues such as what to do if you are 
absent, how to raise an appeal or a complaint and how seriously the University takes 
your feedback. 
  
These institutional policies should be read in conjunction with this course guide, in 
which School specific policies are detailed. Further information can be found on 
the University¹s Infohub webpage or by visiting the Infohub. 
 

TIMETABLE 
Monday: 18:30-19:30 on MyAberdeen (on the DR305C MyAberdeen page) 

24th September, 8th October, 22th October, 5th November. 

 

Thursday: 18:30-19:30 on MyAberdeen (on the DR305C MyAberdeen page) 

22nd November 

 

Students can view their university timetable 

at     http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php  

COURSE DESCRIPTION  
This course discusses the narrative aspects of the David saga in 1-2 Samuel. It 

explores the literary aspects of the narrative, with focus on the portrayal of 

David as a person. 

INTENDED AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The students will learn to appreciate the David saga as literature. They will 

further explore ways to deal with the theological issues that the text raises 

 

LECTURE/SEMINAR PROGRAMME 
The biblical King David is a highly complex character. He is portrayed, at one 
and the same time, as a shrewd statesman, a military genius, a passionate yet 
flawed lover, and an equally impassioned yet on the whole dismal father.  
Each of the first four tutorials will be devoted to these four aspects: 

https://abdn.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/institution/Policies
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php
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1. The biblical material describes David as a man after God’s own heart and 
attributes his rise to political power to God’s will. In parallel, it consistently 
emphasizes David’s political astuteness, exemplified by his insightful and 
compassionate dealings with his predecessor Saul. At the same time, the 
perceptive reader keeps wondering whether David’s actions are but clever 
manipulations.  
 
2. The biblical text is infamously ambiguous in its portrayal of David’s military 
association with the Philistines, Israel’s arch-enemy. Is he involved in a 
guerrilla-type noble warfare or in some form of disloyal activity which smells 
of treason? 
  
3. A well-known interpretative conundrum involves David’s sexuality. The 
biblical narrative is notoriously ambivalent, with the result that questions 
abound: did David and Jonathan have a homosexual relation, did David marry 
Michal, Saul’s daughter, out of love or due to his political ambition, and did 
David rape Bathsheba or was Bathsheba the willing partner-in-crime? 
 
4. Finally, David’s family can rightly be called dysfunctional by any standard. 
One sibling rapes his sinter, with the result that another brother kills him. The 
same son rebels against this father and sleeps with his concubines. In the end, 
only the youngest son Solomon is alive to take the throne. In this mayhem, 
David fails to take actions. Was David blinded by his love for his sons or was he 
rather a non-attentive father preoccupied with matters of state? 
 
5. The fifth tutorial will be devoted to student presentations (by students 
taking DR305C). 

READING LIST 
 
Commentaries: 
Robert Alter, The David Story (London: W.W. Norton & Company, 
1999). 222.4077 Alt 
 
Graeme A. Auld, I & II Samuel (OTL; Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 
2011). e Book 
 
Antony F. Campbell, 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel (FOTL, 2003, 2005). 
 
David Jobling, 1 Samuel: Studies in Hebrew Narrative (Brit Olam; Collegeville, 
MN: Michael Glazier / Liturgical Press, 1998). 
 

javascript:open_window(%22https://aulib.abdn.ac.uk:443/F/XTNM44R7KRVBH2BJYM794J9PPVFJ7RNVJA9CX58MIX2UK9TNTC-10501?func=service&doc_number=001202729&line_number=0015&service_type=TAG%22);
javascript:open_window(%22https://aulib.abdn.ac.uk:443/F/XTNM44R7KRVBH2BJYM794J9PPVFJ7RNVJA9CX58MIX2UK9TNTC-10661?func=service&doc_number=001616807&line_number=0019&service_type=TAG%22);
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David T. Tsumura, The First Book of Samuel (NICOT; Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 2007). 
 
Johanna van Wijk-Bos, Reading Samuel: A Literary and Theological 
Commentary (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys, 2012). 
 
 
Monographs: 
Joel Baden, The Historical David: The Real Life of an Invented Hero (USA: 
HarperOne, 2013). 
 
Keith Bodner, David Observed: A King in the Eyes of His Court (HBM 5; 
Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2005).  
 
Keith Bodner, 1 Samuel: A Narrative Commentary (HBM; Sheffield: Sheffield 
Phoenix Press, 2008).  
 
Keith Bodner, The Rebellion of Absalom (New York: Routledge, 2014). 
 
Antony F. Campbell, Of Prophets and Kings: A Late Ninth Century Document (1 
Samuel 1-2 Kings 10) (Washington, DC: Catholic Biblical Association of 
America, 1986). Per 200 Cat 
 
David M. Gunn, Story of King David: Genre and Interpretation (JSOTS 6; 
Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1978). 
 
David M. Gunn, The Fate of King Saul (JSOTS 14; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1980). 
 
Baruch Halpern, David’s Secret Demons: Messiah, Murderer, Traitor, King 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2003). 
 
James E. Harding, The Love of David and Jonathan: Ideology, Text, Reception 
(Sheffield: Equinox, 2013). 
 
Larry L. Lyke, King David with the Wise Woman of Tekoa: the Resonance of 
Tradition in Parabolic Narrative (JSOTS 255; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic 
Press, 1997). 
 
Steven L. McKenzie, King David: A Biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2002) 
 
Collections of Articles 

javascript:open_window(%22https://aulib.abdn.ac.uk:443/F/XTNM44R7KRVBH2BJYM794J9PPVFJ7RNVJA9CX58MIX2UK9TNTC-01454?func=service&doc_number=000509289&line_number=0010&service_type=TAG%22);
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David J. A. Clines and Tamara C. Eskenazi (eds), Telling Queen Michal’s Story: 
An Experiment in comparative Interpretation (JSOTS 119; Sheffield: Sheffield 
Academic Press, 1991). 
 
Tod Linafelt, Claudia V. Camp, and Timothy Beal (eds), The Fate of King David: 
The Past and Present of a Biblical Icon (LHBOTS 500; London: T&T Clark, 2010). 
 
Other books of interest: 
V. Philips Long, The Reign and Rejection of King Saul: A Case for Literary and 
Theological Coherence (SBLDS 118; Atlanta, GA: Scholars Press, 1989). 
 

Barbara Green, How are the mighty fallen? A Dialogical Study of King Saul in 1 
Samuel (Interfaces; Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2003). 
 

Carl S. Ehrlich and Marsha C. White (eds), Saul in Story and Tradition (2006). 
 
Diana Wikander Edelman (ed.), King Saul in the Historiography of Judah (JSOTS 
121; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1991). 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 
PLEASE NOTE: In order to pass a course on the first attempt, a student must 
attain a Common Grading Scale (CGS) mark of at least E3 on each element of 
course assessment. Failure to do so will result in a grade of no greater than 
CGS E1 for the course as a whole. 
 
If you submit your work on time, you can expect that feedback will normally 
be provided within three working weeks (excluding vacation periods) of the 
submission deadline. 
 
 
1. 1 two hour written examination (50%); 

2. Continuous assessment consisting of an essay of 2000 words (50%). 

Resit: 1 two hour written on-line examination (100%). 

 

To view the CGS Descriptors please go to MyAberdeen- Organisations-

Divinity, History, & Philosophy Student Information for Undergraduates. The 

link to the CGS Descriptors is on the left hand menu. 
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ESSAYS 
The essay should be ca 2000 words long, including footnotes.  

The essay should be carried out in critical and informed dialogue with relevant 

and up-to-date scholarly secondary literature. All interaction with secondary 

literature must be annotated with footnotes. Failure to do so will be 

penalized. 

• Try being concise and to the point!  

• Do not include material that is irrelevant to the topic at hand.  

If you have any questions or concerns about submitting work, ask the course 

co-coordinator before the essay is due. 

 

LIST OF ESSAY TOPICS  

The students will be asked to engage with a fictional retelling of the David 

saga and explore the ways that this retelling functions as a kind of modern 

midrash:  

• They exploit these ambiguities as they fill narrative gaps and provide 

the key dramatis personae with personality, background, and 

motivation for their actions.  

• Moreover, they challenging readers to question their preconceived 

ideas of who David was and to discover hitherto unseen nuances of the 

biblical text. 

Suggested books (but students can, in dialogue with the course 

coordinator, suggest an alternative book): 

• Geraldine Brooks, The Secret Chord (Little, Brown, 2016). 

• Joseph Heller, God Knows (Jonathan Cape, 1984). 

• Stefan Heym, The King David Report (München: Kindler Verlag, 1972 / 

New York: Hodder and Stoughton, 1973). 

• Torgny Lindgren, Bathsheba (HarperCollins Publishers, 1989). Swedish 

original from 1984. 
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• Allan Massie, King David (Hodder and Stoughton, 1995). 

• Moshe Shamir, The Hittite Must Die (Hebrew Pub Co, 1978). Hebrew 

original from 1956. 

ASSESSMENT DEADLINES 
ESSAY: Due Monday 26th November, 2018, at 15:00. 
 

If the essay is handed in late without written permission by the course-

coordinator, 1 point will be deducted per 2 days or part thereof (Saturday, 

Sunday and other days when the University is closed are counted together as 

a single day). 

All course work must be submitted to the course co-ordinator no later than 
Friday 30th Nov, 2018, at 15:00.  
Failure to do so will disqualify the student from taking the final exam AND 
the resit. 

SUBMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 
Submit one paper copy with a completed essay cover sheet to the drop boxes 

in CB008 in 50-52 College Bounds and one official electronic copy to 

TurnitinUK via MyAberdeen.  Both copies to be submitted by 3.00pm on the 

due date. 

Paper Copy:              One paper copy, typed and double spaced, together with 

an Assessment cover sheet – this should have your ID 

number clearly written on the cover sheet, with NO name 

or signature but EVERYTHING ELSE completed, including 

tutor’s name – and should be delivered to the drop boxes 

in CB008, 50-52 College Bounds. 

Electronic Copy:       One copy submitted through Turnitin via MyAberdeen. 

(for instructions please 

see http://www.abdn.ac.uk/eLearning/turnitinuk/student

s/ )  

https://abdn.blackboard.com/webapps/login/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/eLearning/turnitinuk/students/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/eLearning/turnitinuk/students/
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 Students are asked to retain the Turnitin receipt so they 

are able to provide proof of submission at a later date if 

required.  

In advance of uploading, please save the assignment with your student ID 
number listed in the filename, i.e. 59999999 DRxxxx Essay 1. 

When asked to enter a title for the assignment, please enter a title identical to 
the name of your saved assignment, i.e. DRxxxx Essay 1. 

Both copies to be submitted by 3.00pm on the due date. 
 

Please note: Failure to submit both an electronic copy to TurnitinUK, and an 

identical paper copy, will result in a deduction of marks.  

Failure to submit to TurnitinUK will result in a zero mark. 

Distance Learning Students Only – Please note that to submit a hard copy is 
not necessary; an electronic submission will suffice. 

 
N.B Turnitin doesn’t accept Mac documents in Pages. If using a Mac please go 
to File and export work as a Word document. 

EXAMINATION 

The final exam will fall into two sections. Each part will contain a choice 

between two questions. Students must answer two questions in total. 

General exam guidance is given in the Student Handbook. 

RESIT INFORMATION 

The resit is one two-hour written online examination (100%) 

Access to the resit which is provisional on: 

• All submitted coursework having been submitted and graded at CGS E3 

or higher. 

• Student having a valid Class Certificate. Students with C7’s are not 

eligible for resits. 
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Past exam papers can be viewed at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-
teaching/for-students/exam-papers/. 

 

Please Note: Candidates whose first language is not English may refer to 
English/native tongue dictionaries, when permitted by their Schools to do so. 
Electronic dictionaries are not permitted in the examination venue. 
Invigilators are entitled to request inspection of dictionaries prior to the 
examination, thumbing through them to check that there is no extra written 
material present. 

 

 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
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