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SCHOOL OF DIVINITY, HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY 
 

ACADEMIC SESSION 2018-2019 
 

DR1089/DR2089 and DR1090/DR2090: Exploring the Tradition of 
Western Ethics 

 

15 Credits, 11 Weeks 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY:  

The full set of school regulations and procedures is contained in the 

Undergraduate Student Handbook which is available online at your 

MyAberdeen page. Students are expected to familiarise themselves not only 

with the contents of this leaflet but also with the contents of the Handbook. 

Therefore, ignorance of the contents of the Handbook will not excuse the 

breach of any School regulation or procedure. 

You must familiarise yourself with this important information at the earliest 

opportunity. 

 

COURSE CO-ORDINATOR/COURSE TEAM 
Dr Michael Laffin  

Office Hours: Tuesdays 12:00-1:00 PM, Old Brewery room OBG11 

Phone: 01224 272385  

Email: michael.laffin@abdn.ac.uk 

 
Discipline Administration: 
Mrs Lisa Evans 

50-52 College Bounds 
Room CB001 

01224 273986 

divrs@abdn.ac.uk  

mailto:michael.laffin@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:divrs@abdn.ac.uk
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Students are asked to make themselves familiar with the information on key 
institutional policies which been made available within MyAberdeen 
(https://abdn.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/institution/Policies ). These policies are 
relevant to all students and will be useful to you throughout your studies.  They 
contain important information and address issues such as what to do if you are 
absent, how to raise an appeal or a complaint and how seriously the University takes 
your feedback. 
  
These institutional policies should be read in conjunction with this course guide, in 
which School specific policies are detailed. Further information can be found on 
the University¹s Infohub webpage or by visiting the Infohub. 

 

COURSE CODES 

DR1089: level 1 on campus; 

DR2089: level 2 on campus; 

DR1090: level 1 distance learning; 

DR2090: level 2 distance learning. 

 

TIMETABLE 

 
On-campus students: 
Students can view their university timetable 

at     http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php  

 

Distance learning students: 
Tuesdays at 7pm on MyAberdeen 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This course provides an opportunity for students to explore the rich tradition of 

Western ethical reflection and moral formation. It surveys the ways in which 

ethics and morality have been understood and approached by major figures in 

this tradition. 

 

 

https://abdn.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/institution/Policies
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php
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INTENDED AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• to achieve an overview of the tradition of Western ethics 

• to gain familiarity with primary texts by major theological and 

philosophical thinkers  

• be able to draw on this material in considering and engaging 

contemporary ethical debates 

• to develop skills for thinking critically about moral debates and claims 

 

BOOKS FOR PURCHASE  

The following book will need to be purchased. Please note that there are 

second-hand copies of all these texts. They are all available through the 

library. I am happy for students to use other translations. 

 

Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics. Terrence Irwin (Translator), Hackett, 1999 

 

Søren Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling. A. Hannay (Translator), Penguin 

Books, ISBN:14044491 

 
Copies of all other readings will either be made available on MyAberdeen or 

are available on the internet (with web links indicated below). 

 

LECTURE PROGRAMME AND READING LIST 

 
Week 1: Introduction and Overview  
Michael Banner, ‘Introduction’, Christian Ethics: A Brief History, PDF 

 

Week 2: Aristotle  
Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics, Books I, II (and III optional), Book 

 

Week 3: Benedict  
Matt. 5 & Benedict, The Rule of St. Benedict, PDF or Online 
http://www.osb.org/rb/text/toc.html 

http://www.osb.org/rb/text/toc.html
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TUTORIAL ASSIGNMENT 1, due by 1pm on Mon 24 September 

 
Week 4: Augustine  
Augustine, City of God, Book I, chaps. 1-10 and 32-36; Book XV chap. 1-7; 

Book XIX, chap. 5-8, 14-17, PDF 
 

 
Week 5:  Aquinas  
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, Prima Secundae, questions 90, 91, 94, 

PDF or 
Online: www.newadvent.org/summa/2090.htm; www.newadvent.org/summa/2

091.htm 

www.newadvent.org/summa/2094.htm 

 
TUTORIAL ASSIGNMENT 2, due by 1pm on Mon 08 October 

 
Week 6: Luther  
Luther, Freedom of a Christian, PDF 

 
Week 7: Kant  
Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals (first section), PDF 

 

TUTORIAL ASSIGNMENT 3, due by 1pm on Mon 22 October 

 
Week 8:: Kierkegaard  
Kierkegaard, Fear and Trembling, Book (read all except ‘Problema III’) 

 
Lecture 9: Nietzsche  
Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, (first treatise), PDF 

 

TUTORIAL ASSIGNMENT 4, due by 1pm on Mon 05 November 

  
Week 10 John Paul II  

http://www.newadvent.org/summa/2090.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/summa/2091.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/summa/2091.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/summa/2094.htm
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The following sections of the encyclical Veritatis Spendor: ‘Introduction’ and 

the section of Chap. 2 ‘I. Freedom and Law.’ Those who have the time can 

also read ‘II. Conscience and Truth’. PDF and Online:  

www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-

ii_enc_06081993_veritatis-splendor_en.html 

 
Week 11: Bonhoeffer  
Bonhoeffer, ‘The Ethical and The Christian as a Topic’ PDF 

TUTORIAL ASSIGNMENT 5, due by 1pm on Mon 19 November 

 
Week 12 (Study Week): Review session for Exam 
 

ASSESSMENT 

 
PLEASE NOTE: In order to pass a course on the first attempt, a student 
must attain a Common Grading Scale (CGS) mark of at least E3 on each 
element of course assessment. Failure to do so will result in a grade of 
no greater than CGS E1 for the course as a whole. 
 
If you submit your work on time, you can expect that feedback will normally 
be provided within three working weeks (excluding vacation periods) of the 

submission deadline. 

 

First attempt: A two-hour written examination (60%); continuous assessment 

(40%). Continuous assessment will be assessed via five short tutorial 

assignments (i.e. one to one and half pages, single-spaced) on the readings 

for the current and preceding weeks. These are to be submitted in hardcopy 

with student ID numbers at the beginning of the Monday lectures. In addition 

to submitting this hardcopy, please submit a copy to MyAberdeen. (Note that 

students doing the course by distance only need to submit the electronic 

copy).    

Resit: A two-hour written examination (100%) 

 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_06081993_veritatis-splendor_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_06081993_veritatis-splendor_en.html
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To view the CGS Descriptors please go to MyAberdeen- Organisations-

Divinity, History, & Philosophy Student Information for Undergraduates. 

The link to the CGS Descriptors is on the left hand menu. 

 

SHORT TUTORIAL ASSIGNMENTS 

There will be no set question for the five short assignments. Your main 

objective is to demonstrate that you have read and understood the assigned 

readings. More details on how to achieve this objective will be discussed in 

class before the first assignment is due. You may choose to discuss either 

one or both of the figures/readings from the current and immediately 

preceding weeks:  

 

• Tutorial Assignment 1: Aristotle and/or The Rule of St Benedict 

• Tutorial Assignment 2: Augustine and/or Aquinas 

• Tutorial Assignment 3: Luther and/or Kant 

• Tutorial Assignment 4: Kierkegaard and/or Nietzsche  

• Tutorial Assignment 5: John Paul II and/or Bonhoeffer 

ASSESSMENT DEADLINES 

See Lecture Programme above 

 

SUBMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 
Submit a .doc or .docx and include the word count.  

 

Submit by the due date, no hard copy will be required unless directly 

requested by the course coordinator through MyAberdeen.   

 

In advance of uploading, please save the assignment with your student id 

number listed in the filename, i.e. 59999999 DRXXXX Essay 1. 

 

When asked to enter a title for the assignment, please enter a title identical to 

the name of your saved assignment, i.e. 59999999 DRXXXX Essay 1. 

https://abdn.blackboard.com/webapps/portal/execute/tabs/tabAction?tab_tab_group_id=_275_1
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Please note: failure to submit by the due date (unless a prior arrangement has 

been made) will result in a deduction of marks.   Where no submission is 

received, this will result in a mark of zero.  

Please note: Safeassign text matching software will be used, however 
the School of Divinity, History and Philosophy reserves the right to also 
submit material to TurnitinUK when deemed necessary.  

  

ATTENDANCE  

Students are expected to have read the assigned texts prior to the tutorials 

and come prepared to discuss the material. Please contact the coordinator in 

the event of an absence (in advance if possible).  Please apply for excused 

absences via the Absence Reporting System on MyAberdeen. 

 

EXAMINATION 

The final exam will consist of six essay questions, from which the student 

must select and answer three.  

 

Past exam papers can be viewed at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-

and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/ 

 

RESIT INFORMATION 
The two-hour resit exam will have the same form as the regular examination. 

Access to the resit which is provisional on: 

 

• All submitted coursework having been submitted and graded at CGS E3 or 

higher. 

• Student having a valid Class Certificate. Students with C7s are not eligible 

for resits. 

 

Past exam papers can be viewed at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-

and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/. 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
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Please Note: Candidates whose first language is not English may refer to 

English/native tongue dictionaries, when permitted by their Schools to do so. 

Electronic dictionaries are not permitted in the examination venue. Invigilators 

are entitled to request inspection of dictionaries prior to the examination, 

thumbing through them to check that there is no extra written material present. 
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