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SCHOOL OF DIVINITY, HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY 
 

ACADEMIC SESSION 2018-2019 
 

DR1039 / DR1078: Greek Language (New Testament) 1 
 

15 Credits – 11 Weeks 
 
PLEASE NOTE CAREFULLY:  

The full set of school regulations and procedures is contained in the 

Undergraduate Student Handbook which is available online at your 

MyAberdeen page. Students are expected to familiarise themselves not only 

with the contents of this leaflet but also with the contents of the Handbook. 

Therefore, ignorance of the contents of the Handbook will not excuse the 

breach of any school regulation or procedure. 

You must familiarise yourself with this important information at the earliest 

opportunity. 

 

COURSE CO-ORDINATOR/COURSE TEAM 
Dr Sam Newington 

Office: KCG17, King’s College 

Telephone Number: 01224 272274 

Email: s.newington@abdn.ac.uk 

Office hours: flexible by appointment 

 

Discipline Administration: 

Mrs Lisa Evans 

50-52 College Bounds 

Room CB001 

01224 273986 

divrs@abdn.ac.uk  

mailto:s.newington@abdn.ac.uk
mailto:divrs@abdn.ac.uk
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Students are asked to make themselves familiar with the information on key 
institutional policies which been made available within MyAberdeen 
(https://abdn.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/institution/Policies ). These 
policies are relevant to all students and will be useful to you throughout your 
studies.  They contain important information and address issues such as what 
to do if you are absent, how to raise an appeal or a complaint and how 
seriously the University takes your feedback. 
  
These institutional policies should be read in conjunction with this course 
guide, in which School specific policies are detailed. Further information can be 
found on the University¹s Infohub webpage or by visiting the Infohub. 
 

TIMETABLE 
On-campus students: 

Students can view their university timetable 

at     http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php  

 

Distance learning students: 

Tuesdays 6pm-7pm and Sundays 6.30pm-8.30pm 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

The course will introduce students to the form of Greek found in the New 

Testament and help students to begin to read the New Testament in Greek. 

The programme will follow the textbook by J. Duff, Elements of New 

Testament Greek (Cambridge University Press, 2005). This is not to be 

confused with the textbook with the same title by John Wenham. 

 

 

LEARNING AIMS AND INTENDED OUTCOMES 

COURSE AIMS 

Students will learn basic grammar, syntax and vocabulary of New Testament 

Greek. 

https://abdn.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/institution/Policies
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/infohub/study/timetables-550.php
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INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 

A. Knowledge and Understanding 

• to enable facility with the basic structure of the Greek language and 

with 

• basic vocabulary; 

• to deepen awareness of the tasks involved in translation; in the 

establishment and transfer of meaning from one culture to another; 

• to encourage sensitivity to the significance of the original language for 

interpreting the Bible. 

B. Discipline-specific Skills 

• to be able to use commentaries, dictionaries, concordances and other 

secondary literature insofar as they make reference to Greek words 

and phrases; 

• to begin to read biblical texts in the original language, with the help of a 

dictionary; 

• to prepare the way towards independent study and appreciation of the 

Greek New Testament; 

• to stimulate students to pursue the study of the New Testament in 

Greek at levels 2 & 3. 

C. Transferable Skills 

• to promote regular habits of study through the discipline which 

language learning imposes; 

• to encourage informed, independent thinking; to stimulate heightened 

linguistic awareness in general, not least in one's own language. 

LECTURE/SEMINAR PROGRAMME 
 
The course will follow Duff’s book. From week 2 there will be a 10 minute test 

every Tuesday, except in week 7, which will include a written mid-term exam 

as well as brief (5minute) oral exams (see below, ‘assessment’). 
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Students are expected to thoroughly familiarise themselves with the 

vocabulary and grammar as they come up (usually one chapter of Duff per 

week) and be prepared for tests at any time. This is an intensive course but is 

accessible to all who keep up with the workload. 

 

Extra exercises and assistance can be provided on anything should you seek 

further practice. Please ask at once in case of any difficulty. And don’t fall 

behind: as long as you do a bit every day, it will all be all right, but if you 

postpone things, the house will come crashing down before you know it. 

 

Students should aim at 100% attendance at classes. Failure to submit 

coursework, i.e. tests and mid-term exams may result in failing the course. 

Resubmission of coursework is possible to make up for failed tests, but only 

after getting in touch with the course co-ordinator and only until one week 

before the beginning of the exam period. 

 
Week 1: Introduction and Chapter 1 

• Introduction to Course; Greek Alphabet and Pronunciation 
• Using a dictionary 
• What makes a good translation? 

 
Week 2: Chapter Two and Three 

• Basic Sentences  
• Cases and Gender – Introduction to Nouns 
• Verbs Present Tense Active: regular and ‘contracted’ 

 
Week 3: Chapter Four and Five 

• Prepositions 
• Adjectives and Nouns 
• Basic Sentences  

 
Week 4: Chapter Six 

• Verbs Imperfect Tense Active 
• Verbs Future Tense 
• Sentences and Prose 
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Week 5: Chapter Seven 

• Understanding the Moods 
• Sentences 
• Exercises 

 
Week 6: Chapter Eight 

•  
Week 7: Revision Week 

• Revision 
• MID TERM EXAMINATION 
• MID TERM ORAL EXAMINATION 

 
Week 8: Chapter Nine 

• Pronouns and Conjunctions 
• Pronouns and Conjunctions 
• Sentences 
•  

Week 9: Chapter Ten 
• Complex Sentences 
• Complex Sentences 
• Group Presentation: Interpreting a word 
•  

Week 10: Chapter Eleven 
• Special Verbs 
• Tenses 
• Moods 

 
Week 11-12: Reading Greek and Revision 

• Revision and Consolidation 
 

READING LIST 
 

Essential: SET BOOKS FOR PURCHASE, 

Students must purchase as soon as possible (if possible before the first class) 

the textbook which we will be using: 

J. Duff, Elements of New Testament Greek. Third Edition (Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2005). 
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This book is required for every lesson. It is stocked in Blackwells, the 

University Bookshop on the High Street. 

 

Optional: 

An audio CD entitled New Testament Greek Listening Materials may be 

purchased separately or jointly with the textbook, if you are interested in this 

help with learning vocabulary. 

 

Reading List: 

Nestle, Aland, Novum Testamentum Graece [The New Testament in Greek.] 

27th ed. (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft 1993). 

H. G. Liddell, R. Scott, An Intermediate Greek-English Lexicon (Lexicon = 

Dictionary). 

W. Bauer, F. W. Danker, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and 

Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press 

2000). 

W. C. Trenchard, Complete Vocabulary Guide to the New Testament (rev. edn.; 

Zondervan Publishing House, 1998) 

You can often pick up second-hand copies of these books through 

www.amazon.co.uk or www.abebooks.co.uk. 

 

Web Resources: 

There are a number of useful websites that have things like vocabulary tests, 

New Testament texts, etc. 

www.nt-greek.net is the official website connected with the course textbook. 

http://www.ntgateway.com/greek-ntgateway/learning-new-testament-greek/ 

http://www.ntgateway.com/greek-ntgateway/fonts/ has a number of free 

programmes that can help with Greek learning. 

http://www.sbl-site.org/Resources/Resources_BiblicalFonts.aspx is probably 

http://www.abebooks.co.uk/
http://www.ntgateway.com/greek-ntgateway/learning-new-testament-greek/
http://www.ntgateway.com/greek-ntgateway/fonts/
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the best website for downloading Greek fonts.  

On http://www.sblgnt.com/ you find a pdf edition of the SBL critical New 

Testament edition. 

http://www.olivetree.com allows you to download a free searchable Greek 

New Testament onto your PC, tablet or palm computer. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 
PLEASE NOTE: In order to pass a course on the first attempt, a student must 
attain a Common Grading Scale (CGS) mark of at least E3 on each element of 
course assessment. Failure to do so will result in a grade of no greater than 
CGS E1 for the course as a whole. 
 
 
If you submit your work on time, you can expect that feedback will normally 
be provided within three working weeks (excluding vacation periods) of the 
submission deadline. 
 
 

(I) CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT – 3 in class tests (equal weighting – 

100%) 

a. Test 1 – submission date due Monday week 7 in class  (22nd October 

2018) 

b. Test 2 – submission date due Monday week 9 in class (5th November 

2018) 

c. Test 3 – submission date due Monday week 11 in class (19th November 

2018) 

 

 

To view the CGS Descriptors please go to MyAberdeen- Organisations-

Divinity, History, & Philosophy Student Information for Undergraduates. The 

link to the CGS Descriptors is on the left hand menu. 
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RESIT INFORMATION 
 

Examination – One 2 hour online examination (100%) 

This is a two-hour written examination. It consists of translation from Greek to 

English seen and unseen texts 

 

Access to the resit which is provisional on: 

• All submitted coursework having been submitted and graded at CGS E3 
or higher. 

• Student having a valid Class Certificate. Students with C7’s are not 
eligible for resits 

 
 

Past exam papers can be viewed at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-
and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/. 

 

Please Note: Candidates whose first language is not English may refer to 
English/native tongue dictionaries, when permitted by their Schools to do so. 
Electronic dictionaries are not permitted in the examination venue. 
Invigilators are entitled to request inspection of dictionaries prior to the 
examination, thumbing through them to check that there is no extra written 
material present. 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/library/learning-and-teaching/for-students/exam-papers/
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