Abstract

Parents’ Involvement in Children’s Schooling

Objective: Current government policy promotes both parent participation in children’s education and paid employment for both parents.  This renders issues around parent participation in education highly relevant to current work-life balance debates.

Setting: This was a pilot project based in Aberdeen. Interviews for empirical work were carried out in two areas of deprivation within the city.

Methods: Methods included:
· An extensive review of the policy context

· a review of the academic literature
· pilot interviews with nineteen parents from two predominantly low income areas of Aberdeen (fourteen mothers and five fathers)
Results:

This study explored parent participation in education via a focus on boundaries to enable issues of class and cultural capital to be explored in a less dichotomous way than with a focus on power. Participating in their children’s education was very important to all of the mothers and fathers in this study. Using a range of immediate, ongoing and anticipatory tactics, skills and resources, influenced by both their gender and their class, the parents in this study navigated boundaries between family and school and family and paid work, as well as that of the parent-child relationship, in a gendered and classed landscape of parent participation in education that encompasses a range of short and long term temporal issues.

Conclusion:

Data is still being analysed. Preliminary results indicate that  ‘work-life balance’ is an issue of ongoing political interest, currently being explored by a government campaign and forming one of the objectives of the Scottish Budget 2003-4. This study provides a case for expanding the work-life balance debate beyond the issue of the care of pre-school age children, to encompass parents’ involvement in the school lives of their children of any age.

Plannned publications include:

· Research Briefing for CRFR: Parent Participation in Education and Negotiating Boundaries”

· Chapter in a CRFR edited collection on families and relationships with the overarching framework of boundaries: “Education and the Participatory Imperative”

An article for the British Journal of Sociology (focus of the article to be confirmed). 

