Synopsis

Social and emotional education is gaining momentum in schools, particularly in England with the SEAL initiative. In this talk Carol Craig will examine the rationale behind SEAL and its evidence base, arguing that these are not strong enough to justify a development which may usher in a major change in the education system. More importantly she will then look at a number of concerns about SEAL. For example, Carol will advance the idea that SEAL is intrusive and attempts to mould young people's personalities and will reinforce the notion of the 'fragile self' which needs constant protection from professionals. Carol will end her talk by outlining what she believes are better alternatives.
