ISAI Meeting

23 November 2006

Room 302, 2 University Square, Queen’s University Belfast.

In Attendance: Cairns Craig, Michael Brown (Aberdeen), Eleanor Bell (Strathclyde), Ian Campbell Ross (Trinity), Fran Brearton, Sean Connolly, Peter Mackay (QUB).

Minutes taken by Peter Mackay.

1. Minutes from last meeting approved unanimously.

2. Convenor

As the ISAI board traditionally has a convenor to allow it to meet more often, CC offered to act as such until the end of next year at least, when it is anticipated that another University, and therefore another convenor, will take over the chair of the board. 

3. List of contacts within University Departments

CC suggested that the list of contacts be revised by those present as soon as possible. MB noted that this would have to reflect structural changes within some of the participating universities. FB suggested that the school of Politics in QUB be approached to participate as well.

4. Website

CC noted that no ISAI website was ever created, although it had previously been mooted. After checking that all present were supportive of the idea, CC then offered to run an ISAI website from the AHRC centre at Aberdeen, as they have an administrator funded until 2010 who could maintain the website – funding beyond 2010 will have to be discussed at a later date. CC proposed that ISAI website should link to other projects and the websites of the participating institutions. ICR suggested that there should then also be reciprocal links from the websites of these institutions. CC finished by proposing that Jon Cameron from Aberdeen would contact all those on the list of contacts (see 2) to check who and what could be profiled from each institution on the website.

5. Vice-Chancellors

CC suggested that due to the fact that some University Vice-Chancellors / Provosts may have changed since the last ISAI meeting it may be necessary to raise the profile of ISAI with VCs once more.

6. Annual Public Lecture

CC proposed that an itinerant annual high-profile lecture be launched to raise the profile of ISAI. FB suggested talking to the development funds in each university. Following a suggestion by ICR it was agreed that the lecture be held annually, once in Ireland and once in Scotland each year. 

CC proposed that the first public lecture be held to coincide with the Union Conference taking place in Aberdeen on May 1st. FB and MB suggested that the talk could be held in Scotland on the 1st and in Ireland just prior or just after this date. CC proposed Neal Ascherson as a first speaker and SC agreed that he has both intellectual credibility and a public profile. CC suggested that we come back with ideas, and if he hadn’t heard anything within a fortnight or so he would approach Neal.

7. Crosscurrents Conference

It is the turn of Edinburgh University to host the Crosscurrents Conference. CC proposed that Edinburgh be approached to host the conference. If Edinburgh is unable to host the conference, EB agreed to look into the possibility of Strathclyde hosting it. If Strathclyde were unable to host the conference, it was agreed to look into the possibility of Trinity hosting it. If Trinity were unable to host the conference, CC confirmed that Aberdeen would host it.

8. Postgraduate Mobility

MB noted that although this is rare, it has happened, and hoped it could be extended. SC confirmed that the department of History at Queen’s was certainly keen and interested in PG mobility. MB noted that there were disciplinary weekends for PGs already held between Aberdeen and Edinburgh, and suggested opening this out to the other ISAI institutions, with a staging process from ‘disciplinary event’ ( Crosscurrents ( publication. SC suggested that if these weekends were presented as Postgraduate training weekends then funding might be more easily obtainable.

9. Taught Masters Courses

EB queried how financing for PG exchanges on Taught Masters Courses might work. SC noted that in the past no financial support has been offered, only a working space, and that in practical terms one of the main obstacles to exchanges has been the need to fast-track library access. MB added that financial support to cover the cost of living was perhaps the biggest obstacle for most interested PGs, but SC doubted that we could actually help with this. CC then proposed that one of two mechanisms would need to be adopted to facilitate PG mobility – a) an actual exchange between two PGs from different institutions or b) funding to support PGs.

Following a proposal by CC it was agreed to undertake a census of students to see if they were actually interested in such an exchange, which information could then be used to approach respective institutions for funding.

10. Inter-Institutional Supervision

MB queried if there was a recognised mechanism for this. CC noted that in the past the ISAI participants had been committed in principle but that a (much-needed) mechanism was still to be found, and that dissemination of information to supervisors was perhaps also important. Following a query by FB, CC confirmed that any exchanges would be undertaken on a basis of goodwill, and would not be recognised as the institutional exchange of FTEs, especially when concerning institutions that were not involved in the RAE.

11. Proposed ISAI Conference 7-9 September 2007

CC and FB noted the proximity to the Louis MacNeice conference at Queen’s University (12-15 Sep 2007). FB suggested that although the events do not clash, the MacNeice event may impede any involvement by people from Queen’s. CC clarified that it couldn’t be held later in the month, and that at the beginning of the month it would clash with Edinburgh Festival events. MB suggested a midweek event 4-6 Sep. ICR reminded those present that as the public dimension is important, then main events, in the case of a midweek conference, would have to be in the evenings. CC to look into the possible dates.

CC proposed a theme of ‘Unions’, which could be interesting in terms of divinity as well as politics / sociology, and which could open the conference to a wider audience. As such, it was agreed to also invite Welsh participation.

12. Journal of Irish-Scottish Studies

CC revealed that this new journal is about to be launched but has been delayed pending the possible re-emergence of Aberdeen University Press. All present committed to being on the editorial board of this journal. CC suggested that although the editorial board will be broader than the ISAI committee it would be good to link future ISAI meetings to editorial board meetings. Volume 1 will be the proceedings of the last ISAI conference and CC hopes that the September ISAI conference will be volume 2 of the Journal, which means participants in the conference need to be prepared to publish almost immediately. The initial volumes will be sent free of charge to all institutions around the world with Irish-Scottish courses, and will be sent with an additional item (in the case of the first volumes, they will be sent with the Crosscurrents collections). MB hoped that the journals would not be entirely thematic, as this can at times infuriate the journal’s readership, with which CC concurred, adding that although the journals may be themed, the entire journal would not. CC added that it would have an internet dimension as well, with reviews posted on-line. ICR wondered how to get the journal rated.

13. Introduction to Irish-Scottish Studies series

CC also revealed plans for a series of short introductions (60-70,000 words) to Irish-Scottish Studies, with four to be published annually, focussing on individual figures relevant to the area. SC proposed that the figures could be political as well as cultural. 

14. Reports on Progress

Aberdeen (CC): Aberdeen has two new members of staff starting in January to research migration and diasporas. They also need 2 PhD students, however, to fill funded scholarships.

Trinity (ICR): The Irish-Scottish centre at TCD has changed its name to the ‘Centre for Irish-Scottish and Heritage Studies’ to reflect the recent involvement of translation studies in the work of the centre.

Queen’s (FB): The first symposium of the Irish-Scottish Poetry Project was being held that day and the following day at Queen’s, featuring a poetry reading and a music event as well as a full day of symposium sessions, which would hopefully launch the project successfully and lead to publications in one form or another. A Professor in Poetry was also soon to be appointed at the Seamus Heaney Centre for Poetry, and it was hoped that they could be involved in ISAI.

Queen’s (SC): There is a movement at Queen’s towards setting up formal links with Georgetown University in the US, and a concurrent vague desire to make more of ‘Irish Studies’. 

Strathclyde (EB): An electronic journal has just been set up (in cooperation with Stirling), funded by the Scottish Arts Council and the Association for Scottish Literary Studies.

15. Any Other Business

CC suggested that there are good funding opportunities related to ‘religion’ at the moment and suggested a possible joint bid revolving around the themes of religion, conflict, community and national identity. SC agreed that if the institutions collaborated then we will probably get more money. CC suggested that ISAI could provide a backbone to any inter-institutional projects. SC offered to propose this at a meeting on this subject within the Arts Faculty at Queen’s the following week. CC also suggested that the ISAI group should meet more regularly to be able to focus on particular funding possibilities and applications.

16. Date and Time of Next Meeting

Connected to the May 1st Union conference at Aberdeen. Details to follow.

