ISAI
Draft Minute of Meeting of the Irish-Scottish Academic Initiative Committee, 1 May 2007, University of Aberdeen

Present: Eleanor Bell, Michael Brown, Sean Connolly, Cairns Craig, Peter Mackay 

In attendance: Jon Cameron

Apologies: Fran Brearton, Ewen Cameron, David Dickson, Aaron Kelly

Matters arising from last meeting

· Discussed: matter of identifying all persons from within committee members’ individual institutions who could be associated with the ISAI.  It was determined that little progress had been made on compiling this resource, and it was requested that an official email go out instructing committee members on what is required, to make matter of compiling this resource less whimsical.
· Discussed: matter of the ISAI annual public lecture.  It was determined that it should go ahead in Ireland at a place and time yet to be established.  The idea that it might run in conjunction with the Irish-Scottish forum in Aberdeen (November 07) was rebutted with the thought that it might not be apt due to a similar event taking place at Queen’s around that time.

· Discussed: the present situation of the planned for June 07 Crosscurrents conference.  It was discovered that it probably would not go ahead in June due to some confusion over organisation in Edinburgh.  The possibility of Crosscurrents conference taking place in Strathclyde in September/October 07 was raised. This would depend on student availability for organising the event, a matter Strathclyde would investigate and report back on.
· Discussed: the matter of a student exchange programme.  It was suggested that it might be more popular at postgraduate level, giving people opportunity to complete ‘writing-up’ etc.  Students would be offered office space, computer facilities and library access.  All resolved to see if there was any real interest in this idea.
· Discussions were had about the current status of the forthcoming ISAI conference which will take place in September 07.  Call for papers are out, some panels are arranged and a programme will be available by end of June.

· It was recognised that the Journal of Irish and Scottish Studies had been delayed due to other projects at RIISS.

· There was discussion about the Aberdeen Introductions to Irish and Scottish Studies series. Some have been commissioned but need more titles on historical topics.  These needn’t be historical figures, titles on historical themes would be equally attractive.
International ISAI 

· A committee member’s recent discussions with Canadian and North American institutions suggested that an international version of ISAI might be welcomed.  Views were asked for on whether a global version of ISAI would be worthwhile.

· The general view amongst committee members was that it would be worthwhile – international collaborations are welcomed within institutions and would present good funding opportunities.

· An exchange programme could be initiated on the back of a global ISAI.

· There may be financial issues connected with an exchange programme.

· May be easier to sell the exchange programme if the consortium idea is sold first.

· All members were invited to discuss these matters with their institutions and report back to the committee.

Reports from committee members
· There will be a new Irish Studies course in Trinity from October (incorporating English, Gaelic and History).  Two new appointments have been made recently in Trinity – one in English and one in History.

· There has been one new appointment in Queen’s (Poetry).

· Tom Bartlett is coming to Aberdeen

· Queen’s have been working on promoting Queen’s as a place to take Irish Studies.  The focus has been on gaining American students.  Some connections have been made with Georgetown University.

· The second edition of a new Journal of Scottish Literature will be published in September out of University of Strathclyde.

AOB
· No other business.
