UNIVERSITY OF ABDERDEEN
RECTORIAL ELECTION NOMINATION FORM

We, the matriculated students for session 2007/8 who have signed this form propose for election as Rector:

NAME (IN FULL) OF CANDIDATE

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

A written statement (letter or fax) signed by the candidate that he/she is willing to accept the nomination is attached (electronic submissions will NOT be accepted).

We also propose that the following two matriculated students be present at the counting of the votes:

NAMES OF THE STUDENTS PROPOSED

ID NUMBER

DEGREE & YEAR

1.

2.

A statement signed by each of the two students proposed that he/she will be present at the counting of the votes is attached.

To facilitate production of a press release, it would be helpful if you could submit a brief outline of your candidate’s career below (about 50 words).

· Note:  No student may be a proposer for more than one candidate.

Nominations must be handed to the Principal or his deputy within normal office hours (9am to 5pm) not later than 1pm no Thursday 24 April 2008.

RECTORIAL ELECTION NOMINATION FORM
Note: You are strongly advised to obtain more than 50 signatures of prospers to reduce the possibility of signatures of ineligible proposers rendering the nomination void.
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UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN

NOTES FOR GUIDANCE OF THOSE SPONSORING CANDIDATES FOR THE OFFICE OF RECTOR

Eligibility of Candidates

Sponsors should note that under the Universities (Scotland) Act 1966, Section 11, the office of Rector may not be held by any person who holds an appointment in the University of Aberdeen.
Regulations for Election

a)
Nominations of Candidates for the office of Rector

Nominations must be submitted not later than 1pm on Thursday 24 April 2008 to the Principal, or to a deputy named by him, within normal office hours (9.00am to 5.00pm).  Each nomination must be signed by fifty proposers, who must be matriculated students of the University in the session 2007/8 and be accompanied by:

i. A written statement (letter or fax) signed by the person proposed for election as Rector that he/she consents to be nominated (electronic submissions will not be accepted);

ii. A written statement signed by two of the students who have proposed the rectorial candidate that they will be present at the counting of the votes.

b) Voting

Voting will take place, electronically, from 9am Tuesday 6 May 2008 – 5pm Thursday 8 May 2008.  Only matriculated students will be eligible to vote, those who have been given temporary registration only will not be permitted to vote.  Provision will be made for those students unable to vote electronically to submit paper votes by post.  Such paper votes must be submitted with a photo copy of student’s current student identity card.

At the close of the poll the result will be determined electronically using software provided by the Electoral Reform Society of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  

The result will be determined at a venue designated by the Secretary to the University.  The candidates (if available) and the two student sponsors of each candidate are permitted to be present at the count.  In addition, a representative of the Students’ Association and the Senior Vice-Principal, as the Returning Officer appointed by and from the Senate, are permitted to be present at the count.  

Each voter will be allowed an alternative transferable vote and may indicate the order of preference in which he/she wishes to place the candidates.  At the end of the first counting of votes, if a candidate has received 50 per cent plus one of the total vote’s case he/she shall be declared elected.  If no candidate has an overall majority then the candidate with the least votes shall be eliminated and each of his/her votes transferred to whichever candidate has been listed second in order of preference.  These transferred votes shall each count as one full vote.

This process shall be repeated until either one candidate has obtained 50 per cent plus one of the total votes cast or there are only two candidates left who have not been eliminated, in which case the candidate of those two with the most votes shall be declared as elected.

In the event of an equality of votes for two or more candidates at any stage of the count then the candidate to be excluded shall be decided by the relative placings of the candidates at the most recent stage of the count at which their votes were unequal (or if equal at all stages by the drawing of lots).  The Senior Vice-Principal, as the Returning Officer appointed by and from the Senate, will declare the result of the election.
In the event of only one nomination being received no vote will take place and the Principal or his deputy will declare the sole nominee to have been elected.

Campaign Expenses

The Senate has set a ceiling of £300 for expenditure by the sponsors of each candidate, for electioneering literature promoting their candidate and other expenditure relating to the election.  Expenditure in this connection will be subject to audit after the election.
Electioneering/Canvassing

The defacement of buildings with notices in connection with the election is prohibited.  
Rector’s Expenses

Expenses incurred by the Rector on travel and accommodation on official University business will be met by the University throughout his/her period of office.

Office of Rector

The Rector takes office on the first day of the second clear month after his/her election (1 July 2008), and holds office for three years from the date on which he/she takes office.  The Rector is (ex officio) a member of the University Court and Chairs its meetings. It should be noted, however, that the University Court has agreed, in principle, to remove the automatic right of the Rector to Chair Court. Subject to the outcome of discussions with the Privy Council as to the legal mechanism required to implement such a change, this change might come into effect during the course of the forthcoming Rector’s term of office. 
