PHYSICIAN ASSOCIATE STUDIES (PgDip)
63A1PAVX 

All candidates must join the Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) Scheme to allow regulated work with children and vulnerable adults and must normally attend for interview. Candidates must also meet the requirements for fitness to practise.  We follow national guidelines on blood borne virus infections and tuberculosis for our students, which are very similar to those that apply to healthcare workers. All new students must undergo standard health clearance which requires evidence of immunisation against (or immunity to) diphtheria, tetanus, polio, measles, mumps and rubella.
In addition all candidates will be tested for Varicella (chickenpox), Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C and HIV antibodies or antigens and Tuberculosis screening as appropriate. In the rare circumstance that a student is shown to carry the Hepatitis B or C virus or HIV, this does not mean that he or she cannot train to be a Physician Associate but there may be restrictions on the student’s clinical training and on his or her practice following qualification. In particular there are likely to be restrictions on his or her ability to perform what are termed exposure prone procedures (EPP). EPP refers to procedures where there is a risk that injury to the worker may result in exposure of the patient's open tissues to the blood of the worker. Surgery is an example of an exposure prone procedure.
Duration:  Two academic years of full-time study (total of 90 weeks).

Content:  Every candidate shall be required to attend courses and obtain passes in:

Year I  

ME2014
Basic Medical Sciences (40 credit points)

ME2015
Foundations of Clinical Method (12 credit points)

ME3022
Clinical Assessment (OSPE) (0 credit points)

ME3502
Foundations of Clinical Medicine (52 credit points)

ME3501
Clinical Method (Intermediate) (16 credit points)

ME4901
Clinical Placements A (Rotations1,2,3) ( 60 credit points)
Year 2

ME5008
Clinical Placements B (Rotations 4 -11) (164 credit points)

ME5022
Clinical Assessment (OSCE) (0 credit points)

ME5901
National Assessment (20 credit points)

Assessment:  Candidates shall not be awarded a pass in any course unless they have attended the course of instruction and duly performed the work of the course.
