WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE MEETING
IN ABERDEEN.

MRS PANKHURST DEFENDS
SUFFRAGISTS’ POLIOY.

Mrs Pankburst the president of the Wamen’s
Sooial and Political Unian, addressed a meeting
in favour of votes for women in the Y.M.C.A.
Hall, Aberdeen, last night. mmmmm
15 ladies, back

persons presemt, mostly % and 10
young men—apparently students—who kept up
& running fire of interruptions during the pro-
gress of Mrs Pankhurst's address.  Lady Rz:rg-
say ocoupied the chair, and introduced the
spoaker, and there were also on antahemgshltxf)%g
Miss Phillips, the hon. secretary
the hon. tressurer of tho local branch of thé
union,

MRS PANKHURST'S SPERCH.
Mzrs Pankhurst, who had a very oordial recep-

?hinedthoaimoitheomanis&ﬁonmmrking
or votaforhwomen on the same wm’f‘ha;rthxg
ware, or might be, granted to men. m-
mediate duty as women was to remove the dis-
qualification which attached to their sex slone,

they were mnot likely to pget reform
out of any Government unless the
membemdo! h:ha,tGo(}ommment, :zd the sup-

rters that vernment, made soms re-
erence to it in their public speecbea  They
could not get women’s suffrage or any other re-
form without some kind of preparation for it
All over the country Liberal speakers, whie
dealing with necessary political reforms, always
treated women's suffrage as a question too
?acred ever to be monThey_tbemomdo:n 1a'swxc)iu.l'rlno fplt.‘a.htp
orm. (Applanse.) €8 o )
women's suffrage movement—realised that
that eort of thing had: to coms to
an. end, aend that if they were ever
to get votes for women they would
bave to force the question upon the atbemtion
of practical politictans—that they would, in
fact, have to bring it into the spbero of prac-
tical politis.  (Applause and hisses) Mrs
Pankhurst, addressing the young men in the
gallery, said she could dispense with their ap-
plausea (Renewed applanse.) In trying ‘to
treat politics in a practical way—and they
knew it was rather new for women to comsider
practioal litics—(lazghter and applause)—it

was helpfwl if one could go on thinking without
indigcriu_nimte' applause. = (Remewed "Joufl ap-

THE SPHERE OF PRACTICAL POLITICH,. .
Mrs Pankhurst then went on to show how the
agitation bad brought the question within the
sphere of practical politics. In an interview
they had, before the general election, with Mr
Balfour—who was the leader of the power thai
wes going out, and so, she supposed, had a
little more time than the successful people who
were coming in—Mr Balfour—(shuffling of feet,
applawvss, and hisses)—did them- the honour of
ing them seriously—ortes of ‘“Oh!’’)—and
said that all his political life he had seen the
justice of the claim for the enfranchisement of
women, but that he had not been able to do
much with the question becauso it had not
come into the region of practical itice  (Ap-
plause.) It was quite true, it 't. Women
had been thinking that they could get votes
for women in some special womanly and lady-
like way; that they could get votes for women
without going into the rough-and-tumble of
politics and adopting the ways men had taken
m order to get reforms. They left Mr Balfour,
not in the least vexed with him, but deter-
mined that theéy would do their share to brin
votea for women into the spbere of practi
politics (Applaugd.) People ooculd say what
they kiked of the methods they had adopted—
(loud applause from the gallery)—but nobody
oould deny that ‘ votes for women’’ wag now
in the forefront of politics. (Cries of “Oh!”
and “ Rats!”’) When they got Cabinet Ministers
—(noise}—es carefully guarded by the police as
the Czar of Russia—(laughter)—when they got
leads Liberal politicians afraid to venture
even ifrom & motor<ar to a publio hall without
a posse of police—(renewed laughter and noise)
—they must realise that there was something
going on that had to be taken notice of. (Ap-
plause.) Yet, what had women donme? (A
voioe—'‘ Nothing ”’; laughter and ories of
“Oh!”). Women had done nothing except to
try to put +to Qabinet Ministers, at
public  meetings, questions that men
had always been allowed to put. {In-
terruption. ) They tad done = mnothing
more than that, but for doing that; for doing
what she had seen men do thousands of times
uninterfered with, women had been brutally
assaulted and flung out. (Cries of *“ Oh!”’ noise,
and applause.) Now, did her young friends in
the gallery know what womeén done? (More
noise.) They had read picturesque accounts .in
the newspapers.” (A Voico—*‘ Yes; the gladia-
tors ’—Joud laughter and noise.)~ If women
had doue a tenth part of what her young friends
in the gallery done that night;, they would
have been put outside. (Laughter and ap lauseg
She had always thought that Britons goute
that they wero Empared to sce at least fairplay
to people who had no power to protect them-
selves. The women had not had fairplay in
Liberal meetings, or even in meetings of thejr
own, (Cries of “Oh!” and laughter.) Mrs
Pankhurst then proceeded, amid occasional in.
terruptions, to outline tho policy pursued by the
women in their agitation for votes, stating that
they merely asked to be allowed to pus -civil
questions, for doing which they were put out of
meetings, while they were also treated in this
fashion for making natural interjections, which,
when they came from men, were: unnoticed.
The mke’r also dealt in detail with an inter.
Yiew the women had had with Mr Harcourt
before the election, when ho was in his own
constituency, and also referred to their attend-
ance at one of his meetings, when they asked if
Mr Harcourt would answer questions after his
speech. (A Voice—* What a cheek !”—laughter
and noise.) Yes; she sometimes thought it was
presumptuous for women to dare to live at all
(A Voice—* Certainly I""—laughter and noise.)
Mr Harcourt, Mrs Pankhurst remarked, when a
deputation of women waited on him was very
smiling and urbane, as he always was. (A Voioce
—*“ Naughty boy!” and laughter.) . Continuing,
she said women were there; and being there
through no fault of their own, they meant to
get as fair a.share of .things as-they could get
bi their own exertions. .i lausq and noise.)
Bhe claimed that in the § mAAberdean bye-
election tbeybehmi materially assisted in reduc-
ing tho Liberal’s large majority—(Cries of
“No!”)—and since then their policy had been
better understood. They had been teaching
men cal politics. (““Oh, oh!”) She ap-
to women Liberals to help them b say-
ing that if the men of their party WQuf(,i not
put the women in the position to vote for them
as well as work for them, they (the women)
would refuse to work for them. (Applause.)
At the conchision of Mrs Pankhurst’s address,
questions were invited, and several were put by
young men in the back gallery.
Ome questioner asked what men fed, cloth
and kept women for, and Mrs Pankhumt»mplje;ﬁ
that she was sorry to destroy the young man’s
iltusion, bécanse 1t was not true, "~ (Applause.)
There wers a great many men in this. country
who were supported and kept by women, ang
she belidved oven in Aberdeen there were some
students who would not get the education tha
were 60 proud of if it wers not for the self-
of some mothers and sisters, (Ap-
plause.)

Ledy Rameay, in proposing a yo of than
to Mrs Pankhurst, caid sh;nghmxgh?l{f-s- Pm‘ﬁf
hurst had made an excellent defenco of the
methods and tactics that +he women suffragist
were using. (Applause.) Mr Asquith was to be
in Aberdeen on Thursday. (Loud applamse.) She
bad no doubt that some of the young men in the
gauex'y would go and hear him, and she hoped

hat some of them would be kind enough to the
women o put a nice little question to him——(A
Voice—‘‘Bame old story; man in”)}—(lauph-
ter)—and ask him if he would do his best i;ughe
Cabinet to give the women the vote. (Applause.)

In the course of answering one question, Mrs
‘"Pankburst was remarking that ehe had once sat
in tha gallery of the House of Commons, and a
voung man interrupted with the question, “How
long?”’ to which she replied, “A at deal too
long f;:ur my patience.”  (Laughter and ap-

lause. ;
L On the motion of Mms Innes, Lady Ramsay
was thanked for presiding, and the meeting ten
minated. -~ > e,

Sevoral policemen were in the hall, and their
presence exercised some restraint on the young
men, about a dozen of whom rose in a bot ya.n.g
left the hall before Mrs Pankhurst had finished
her-address. i - e




