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g OQUR NEW MAGISTRATES!
“ What signifies "t for fouk to flyte

|  *Bout whot's been dune before them 1" Tullochgorum.
3 Tnp long-wished for change in our system of burgh-govern-
i ment lias, at length, been (.nn-muuudll-d by the [ree o!nr-hun
of Magistrates which toul place, ihe mlwl day.  The resull
of that election shows, in the strongest light, the feeling of
the public on this important snu]ect Of rhm chief suppor-
tera of theold system not one has been elected, to fill any of
the offices with wliels long pussession had rendered them so
famﬂiar. This was, indeed, no more than might have been
; ‘naturally expected. It was not to be supposed that these,
- who had; all along, steadfastiv vpposed the new order of
2 things, cuuid reasonably entertain any hapes of silting in

4 Cuuucl[ with the party whowm they had umforml_}, and for
long pevied, successiully excludéd from all share in the
management of burgh afiairs. Partv.spirit has, donbtless,
prevailed, to a CUIlSiderUIL extent, w ‘hile sneh changes have
been pending 3 but, itis highly creditable to the ntmd sense,
und better feelings of the citizens of Bon Accord, thet it Las
not been carried o such'violent excess, a3 has marked its
influence in other quarters. It is to be hoped that the petty
distinétions of party will soon be lost in the honest, and wise-
ly directed zgalof all cancerned to. promote the commen
wenl. 'his chauge, so ueql-‘:thle, cannot be "l(tt)ﬂlitlx-i]l,!l
alt atonce.  People long retiin & henkering after usages to
which thes heve'been accustomed, even after circumstances,
over which they have no contrel, huve compelled them to
.rh}lrn.uu them.  Time, however, the resiziless agent in all
mmJ'n' rr i.:rti(‘rn, inust, at lengrth; provail.  Atnovery dis-
l:i i peripd, the distinetions hmuu'.] fteformer and Anti-Re-
T nad aalei b e bt ane i ok tliey
: G uuplated as-oalmty 89 t=I|e records of the disset-
~ piuns ef rewoter tiwes, L the administration of those 'who
formerly bore sway be, in eny respuet, llahie to objection,

et chieir miseonduct be vegurded, hy their sneeéssors in
*office, ratlier ad 2 warning (i lhmn-,el\es, than asimatter for
aslie feproach on asen, who but ghare the fallibilityof
- common aature. W e stncerely hope that the intentions
new rilers are svod. ‘Indeed, weare ‘bound to believe
natil the wntrar\ shall be proy ed. But, if they should
uty to tln. [whhc, they must be aware that L[te}
sexfeetion of thie new sEatem as an excuse
isa system of their own choice ; it rests
ke it the instrument of imparting, to
: ﬂﬂtaulan’es wliich it was, surely,
d gystem in the hands of lionest
benefic 1!. Lll"ll the best system in
s or Jenaves.  Our Magistrates are,
zn the seryvants of the public, and
%ht torexpect that their servants w ill aet

et ‘the electors be troe to them-
ey have nothing to fear. 1f their choice of Ma-
ia uniformly dictated by enlightened principle, our
1l beavery almplc uﬂ'alr.. In this case, no ope |
he effrontery to stand for offices. who is conseious |
conduct or his principles are liable.to obJec-
_Mwﬂmme;l fis composed of men who are justly
Led pubhc conﬁdence which'{hey hate
oibtless Lave fany vers uuportan‘t
any inquiries to iustitute 5 ’changes to
male qume' .xeform and, we hope; some things.
to. approve. Let:them. &uehar e: the trust, so honourably
confided to their wisdom and ‘integrity, ina foarless and coBs,
scientious manner. © bettheny vather stidy how they may
.Egst promote the public good, than how they may most suc-

ssfally’expose individoal ismanagement' The neeéssit

of achange is admitted, on all hands’; 3 det this necessity bp
shown by the good effects of the cliange, The man wio dex
tects abuses in our municipal affairs is, certainly, enlitled to |
4

the gratitude of the community 3 but ke who points ont the
path to their correction is a still greater benefactor to the
public. 'The ailedged abuses under the old system lave fre-
queatly been depicted in (he strongest colours. 1t has becn
held up, whether jestly or un]ut!\, wa pretend not to de-
termine, as a gozzling-—- a wine- mb’nuw-—a .}t}i)biuﬂ" system.

it Lias bedu allowed that there was doubtless a considerable
chanoe, for the better, in these respects, since the period of
the bankruptey of the fown ; but still, it hias been insinnated
thar the old leaven was not thoroughly purged ont; that there
sili existed the same spirit, quenched, indeed, partly by
want of means, and, partly, by sheer shame. It hus bheen
said, that the old iullﬁ had found their fooling giving way ;
that tlte_l, saw a sform gathering ; and that mu, t]n= ’u:c

pruodently, reefed their sails, 1t has been said, that they no
longer assomed the arrogant sirs which formerly marked
their bearing ; that they had indeed, become more courteous,
more libera.l, more nunciii:tling tlmn formerly—but that, still,
all this was merely forced from them by the resisiless changes
in the spivit of the times: that they, therefore, neither de-
gerved nor obtained the confidence or esicem of the com-

munity for coneessions which they were compelled to make,

for a cimnve of policy, which (.]lanﬂ'c of circumstances oblig=
ed them to adopt.

How different, say their opponents, their recent conduct,
from that of the olden time! Then were the days of—ihe
authoritative lock—the conseguential strut—the condescend-
ing nod!" Then were the days of the frequent feast—of the
dainty viands—of the cireling wine—of the loud laugh—of
the sly toast—of the maudlin song—of the no-meaning
qpceth--uf the half-whispey etpria of thanks ! - Fhenwere
the days of the snug joh =R the comvenient loan—of the
reckless scheme—of the improvident expenditure—of the
pensioning of poor relations—of the winking at the peceadil-
loes df the elecf—of the severe pisitation of the backslidings
of the alien—of the appropriation of public benefits to private
purposes! And, after thus pourtraying the defects of the
old system, it is asked; with trimnph, what has all this
brought upon the a.heﬂnrs wof the old system ?ithe loss of
pubhf.. confidence, and an acenmulation of publie wntr_mpt'
It 18 said, that the old folks'are now obl"ge to sink into the
privacy of domestic hfe, there .to spin out their remaining
days, 1n bitter rumination on  the ]}ast, in cheerless contem-
plation of the present! in liopeless anticipation of the fulure !
Now, admitting the'truth of tliese representations, what el-
feets mm;fn they to prodluce on onr new rulers’?  Ought they
not to be & beacon to warn them against running P.gamst the
racks on which their precursors in office have heen dasheif'
Tlicre is every reason to think that they will act for the pu‘bhc
good ; they have thefear of publiciopinion before their eyes ;
they are under the check of free election; they are under
the rostraints of the. novelty of‘anm untried si'fuahon. lhev
must not, however, allow time to render them too familicr
‘with place and power. ' They must regard their office as a
‘temporary trust, for the benefit of the public, not asan in-
‘heritance for their own advantage. There must be no feast-
ing at” the public expense 5 N0 snug Job’amg ; no convenient
lmms, no ‘close m:ﬂnagement all ‘must* be fair, free, and
| open,-in the conduct of our new rulers, lﬁﬁley would wish to
avoid the repraaﬂhes wluch they cast on the old folks being
hurled with tenfold effect on themse.lvea' "T'o the electors we
would say: exercise, according tothe best of your Jjudg-
sment, the. rights which yon have acquired. Yonr conduct,
at the late election, lias given general satisfaction ; pursoe
the saine course on succeeding occasions. Vo.u 1ave long
wished for the. possession. of these rightss now ‘that they are
| vours, use them like men, like freemen! N ever let a false
brbtl\e?‘"‘%ﬁfagnd among the independent electors of Bon

Accord' ' 473



