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Abstract: We possess sensory knowledge of objects and also of certain properties.  I will argue that these forms of knowledge are each characterized by a certain kind of certainty – "empirical" certainty regarding objects, and "Cartesian" certainty regarding properties.  Thus, my claim is that we can be certain both that the table in front of us is brown (or that it is round), and of the nature of the property brown (and of round).  Now, non-sensory knowledge is not accompanied by this kind of certainty.  That is, we cannot be equally certain that the table is wooden or of the nature of the property wooden.  What accounts for the difference?  I will attempt to answer this question in a way that acknowledges that sensory objects and sensory properties exist independently of our minds.
