Centre for History and Philosophy of Science, Technology and Medicine (CHPSTM), University of Aberdeen: workshop on 'Quantum States: ontic or epistemic?'
With the generous support of CHPSTM and the Scots Philosophical Association.

University of Aberdeen, 25-26 June 2011. 

Registration is free but space is limited, so please email Guido Bacciagaluppi (g.bacciagaluppi@abdn.ac.uk) in advance if you wish to attend. Please also indicate if you wish to come to dinner on 25 June (subsidy may be provided for UoA philosophy postgraduates).

Most of the talks will be recorded for the Archive of Mathematical Sciences and Philosophy (http://www.archmathsci.org/).

Please note also that on 27-29 June, the Quantum Interactions 2011 meeting will take place at RGU (http://www.rgu.ac.uk/areas-of-study/subjects/computing/news-and-events/events/quantum-interaction-2011/home).
Programme of the CHPST workshop:

All talks held in MacRobert 268.
Registration and coffees/lunch in the café area in the entrance lobby of MacRobert.
Saturday 25 June:

13:00-14:00 coffee and registration 
14:00-14:45 Guido Bacciagaluppi (Aberdeen), 

Aspects of the 'Bornian' and 'Schrödingerian' views of the wavefunction

14:45-15:30 Jonathan Oppenheim (Cambridge) [via videolink?],

title TBA

15:30-16:00 coffee

16:00-16:45 Peter Lewis (Imperial),

title TBA

16:45-17:30 Paul Busch (York),

Quantum and Classical Structures for Individual Objects
[TBC:] 17:30-18:15 Ilja Schmelzer (Banjul, Gambia), 

The paleoclassical interpretation of quantum theory

19:00-ca. 22:00 dinner

Sunday 26 June:

09:15 -10:00 Alberto Montina (Perimeter Institute, Ontario),

Ontological dimension and quantum information complexity

10:00-10:45 Hans Westman (Sydney),

Two failed (?) attempts at digesting the indigestible wavefunction

10:45-11:15 coffee

11:15-12:00 Harald Atmanspacher (IGPP, Freiburg i. Br.),

Relative Onticity

12:00-12:45 Alexei Grinbaum (CEA, Saclay), 

What is epistemic besides quantum states?

12:45-14:45 lunch

14:45-15:30 Christopher Fuchs (Perimeter Institute, Ontario), 

A quantum state just IS a probability distribution

15:30-16:15 Jos Uffink (Utrecht), 

Entropy, entanglement and utility

[TBC:] 16:15-17:00 Jonathan Barrett (Royal Holloway, London),

title TBA

PRACTICAL DETAILS OF THE WORKSHOP:

The workshop will take place on the main campus of the University of Aberdeen, situated in Old Aberdeen, away from the city centre. You can find maps of the University campus and how to get here at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/central/vcampus/. Talks are in MacRobert building (http://www.abdn.ac.uk/maps/generic-details-2537.php), room 268. It is a big building, and it is possible to lose one's way the first time you come (or the first few times!).

Registration, coffees, and the lunch on Sunday will be served in the café area in the entrance to the building (no food or beverages allowed in the actual room).

Dinner on Saturday (at own cost) will be at the Shish Tandoori, which is walking distance from the university, across Seton Park and over the mediaeval Brig o'Balgownie. Please email Guido Bacciagaluppi (g.bacciagaluppi@abdn.ac.uk) if you wish to come. 

Most of the talks will be recorded for the Archive of Mathematical Sciences and Philosophy (http://www.archmathsci.org/).

It may be decided to set up a repository for the talks with the Pittsburgh archive (http://philsci-archive.pitt.edu/). TBC.

Please note also that on 27-29 June, the Quantum Interactions 2011 meeting will take place at RGU (http://www.rgu.ac.uk/areas-of-study/subjects/computing/news-and-events/events/quantum-interaction-2011/home).

ACCOMMODATION:

Here are a few B&Bs/guest houses close to and recommended by the university.

The Alba Guest House:

http://www.albaguesthouse.co.uk/
The Arkaig Guest House:

http://www.arkaig.co.uk/
The Ashgrove Guest House:

http://guide.visitscotland.com/vs/guide/5,en,SCH1/objectId,ACC5202Svs,curr,GBP,season,at1,selectedEntry,home/home.html#contactDetails
The Brentwood Villa Guest House (the photo on top of the website is not accurate!):

http://www.brentwoodvillabandb.com/
The Jays Guest House:

http://www.jaysguesthouse.co.uk/index.htm
Lillian Cottage:

http://www.lilliancottage.com/
Or see http://guide.visitscotland.com/ and search in 'Aberdeen'.

OTHER GENERAL INFORMATION:

(1) Weather: Aberdeen is the sunniest city in Scotland, and there are very many hours of daylight in June. You should not expect high temperatures, however (average high temperature 17ºC, average low 10ºC). 

(2) Getting Here:

By train: There is one train station in Aberdeen, on the main Edinburgh to Inverness line. The station is located in the city centre. The easiest buses to take to the university (from Union Street) are numbers 1, 2, 19, 20 and 40. (Numbers 1, 2 and 40 stop at MacRobert; the name of the stop is ‘Regent walk’; number 40 is slightly quicker). The fare to the university is £1.80 (exact change needed).

By air: The airport is Aberdeen Dyce (ABZ), a few miles NW of the city, with direct links to several other U.K. airports and some European airports, principally Amsterdam and Paris.(Flights via Amsterdam tend to be somewhat cheaper than flights via Paris.)

There are taxi ranks at the train station and airport.  A taxi from the airport (the most convenient option from there) to the University costs approximately £15 – £20.  A taxi from the station costs approximately £6 - £10. Taxis can be ordered from:

Rainbow/Bucksburn Taxis                    
01224 878787

Comcabs                                              
01224 353535

Central Taxis                                        
01224 898989

By car: Entering the city from the south or west, follow signs for the A90 (Fraserburgh and Peterhead). This leads round the ring road (Anderson Drive). Exiting from a roundabout (signed Old Aberdeen) onto Cairncry Road, continue to follow the A90 signs through two further roundabouts onto St. Machar Drive. After a third roundabout, the road bisects Old Aberdeen and local signs will direct you to University sites. From the north, Old Aberdeen is signposted on the A96 (from Dyce and Inverness) and on the A90 (from Peterhead).

Parking at the university is by permit only.

(3) Internet Access while at the University:

Wireless internet access is available in most buildings on campus.  Visitors from participating institutions (essentially U.K. universities) can connect to the eduroam network when visiting Aberdeen by using credentials provided by their home institution. Guest IDs and passwords will be available for other participants. More information can be found at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/wireless/index.shtml
(4) Banks: Most banks are closed on Saturdays and all day Sunday. There is a Bank of Scotland on campus, which has an ATM, this is located in the High Street.  There is also an ATM machine outside 'The Hub' on campus.

(5) Restaurants: Old Aberdeen is a very quiet place, with no restaurants. If you fancy a walk across the beautiful Seton Park and over the mediaeval Brig o'Balgownie (or taking buses 1 or 2 heading N over the river Don), you will find Shish Tandoori (and a Chinese I have not tried yet). For other restaurants, you will have to make your way to the city centre. The closest in that direction, almost at the other end of King's Street is Mamril (also Indian). Turning into Union Street and then left into the Adelphi passage there is Goulash (a bit weird but good, Hungarian of course). In the streets to the North side of Union Street you will find a Pizza Express (Belmont Street), Nargile (a good Turkish on Skene Street), and Pasta Plus, a tiny delicatessen in the Rosemount district that also serves genuine and excellent meals, and arguably the only good espresso in town (I am not sure whether they serve in the evenings, though). On the South of Union Street, off Crown Street, you will find Cafe Boheme, a French restaurant and a favourite with CHPSTM events. Back on Union Street going West there is a further Pizza Express, and Cinnamon (another Indian). Some way off the far end of Union Street, Malmaison (Queen's Road) has good Scots/international food. Fish is a specialty of course, and for the adventurous who will want to explore the unusual former fishing village of Footdee (pronounced Fittee) at the mouth of the river Dee, the Silver Darling is reputed to be the best restaurant in town.

For those on a tight budget, there are a few take-aways on the roundabout at the NE corner of campus (notably the L.A. Tandoori), and lots more in the centre of town.

You can get links to a range of restaurants from http://www.webcafe.co.uk/ most of which provide a sample menu and an indication of price.

(6) Second-hand Bookshops: Aberdeen is not Edinburgh, and to our shame we only have two second-hand bookshops. You will find the Old Aberdeen Bookshop if you take the High Street/College Bounds heading S.

In the centre, look out for Books and Beans, on Belmont Street. For details, see http://www.inprint.co.uk/thebookguide/shops/scotland/aberdeen.shtml
(7) Smoking: Please note there is no smoking allowed in any enclosed public area in Scotland.

