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Abstract: I argue that Isaac Newton, in spite of a well-known passage in a letter to Richard Bentley of 1692 in which he seems to dismiss the possibility of action at a distance, really did believe in action at a distance (and that therefore the letter to Bentley has been consistently misinterpreted). In spite of numerous statements by Newton in which actions at a distance are explicitly invoked, and many more where actions at a distance are implicitly accepted, there has been a long history among Newton scholars of allowing their misinterpretation of this single statement in the letter to Bentley to over-ride (and deny) Newton’s pronouncements in favour of action at a distance. It seems clear that the reasons for this scholarly refusal to accept that Newton believed in action at a distance have more to do with current prejudice against the possibility of “a thing acting where it is not” than with Newton’s own arguments. This prejudice has had devastating effects on our understanding of aspects of Newton’s physics and his theology.
