Francesco Berto, Lecturer, Philosophy Department, University of Aberdeen, will speak on the subject: Paradox in Paradise: the Metaphysics of Impossible Worlds and Some Applications. Place and time: 10 February 2010, from 4pm to 6pm, in NK7 (New King's Building).

Title: Paradox in Paradise: the Metaphysics of Impossible Worlds and Some Applications
Abstract: Impossible worlds are worlds where the laws of logic are different - specifically, where the logically impossible happens, e.g., inconsistencies take place, in violation of the venerable Law of Non-Contradiction. Impossible worlds are tremendously useful: they have been exploited to model counterpossible conditionals, cognitive agents’ belief sets, non-classical logical systems, and metaphysical reductionisms of various kinds. But what are they? If the topic of the metaphysical status of possible worlds has been warm during the last decades, the corresponding debate on impossible worlds is bound to shape the future of modal metaphysics. And it’s going to be hot. Supporters of such worlds have endorsed the thesis that, no matter what our favorite metaphysical account of possible worlds is, impossible worlds are of the same kind; this has been called the Parity Thesis. In this talk, however, I show that accounts of impossible worlds that conform to the Parity Thesis face big troubles. I propose, then, a hybrid account that rejects it: possible worlds are concrete Lewisian worlds, and impossibilities are represented as set-theoretic constructions out of them. Then, I provide a sample application to propositions: my hybrid theory (1) distinguishes intuitively distinct impossible propositions (thus providing a far more fine-grained account than the traditional one in terms of possible worlds); (2) it identifies propositions with fully extensional constructions; (3) it avoids resorting to primitive modality, at least to the extent that Lewisian modal realism does. 
