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Abstract: The present paper is intended as an analysis of the notion of sacrifice in Fear and Trembling. My main goal is to argue that Fear and Trembling can be regarded as providing a philosophical account of the notion of sacrifice. To do so, I first rely on recent literature to argue that Kierkegaard should be regarded as a distinctively post-Kantian philosopher, namely, as a philosopher who goes beyond Kant in a way that is nevertheless true to the spirit of Kant's original critical idealism. Second, I discuss the interpretation that emerges from a post-Kantian reading of Fear and Trembling by focusing on the problematic implications that result from a comparison with Hegel’s theory of recognition. Finally, I submit that the notion of sacrifice emerging from Fear and Trembling has, along with a more “traditional” symbolic feature, a characteristic regulative feature. This interpretation can solve some of the most problematic aspects of the book. I conclude that the regulativity of sacrifice may be regarded as an important and perhaps essential component of a comprehensive theory of sacrifice.
