Alexander J. Arthur, Senior Lecturer, University of Aberdeen Business School, will speak on the subject: “Is ‘We are having a conversation’ a reliable synthetic a priori belief?” Place and time: 24 February 2010, from 4pm to 6pm, in NK7 (New King's Building).

Title: “Is ‘We are having a conversation’ a reliably attributable synthetic a priori belief?”
Abstract: This is a speculation on Moore’s paradox, on Kripke’s observations on rule following, and on how to correctly calculate the reliability of linguistic hinges.  “We are able to talk to one another” cannot be false in any language game.  Being empirical, it is also, therefore, synthetic, as well as a priori – at least with respect to any articulable theory.  Some reflections on whether some apparently articulable beliefs are intelligible reveal this observation to be more important than it looks.

