PH4504 Problems of Perception

Course Leaflet 2005-2006
Credits: 15   

Please note carefully: 

The full set of school regulations and procedures is contained in the Undergraduate Student Handbook which is available online at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/ugradstudenthandbook/. Students are expected to familiarise themselves not only with the contents of this leaflet but also with the contents of the Handbook. Therefore, ignorance of the contents of the Handbook will not excuse the breach of any school regulation or procedure.

COURSE CO-ORDINATOR

Dr Leigh Clayton
Room: OBG06
Email: leigh.clayton@abdn.ac.uk

Phone: (01224) 273679
Office Hours: Mondays 11-12 noon and Thursday 10-11am
COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course we will discuss a range of issues concerning the nature of perceptual experience. The problem of perception, in the context in which it will be dealt with here, concerns the way in which illusions and hallucinations cast doubt on the intuitive idea of perception as openness to the world. We will critically discuss a number of theories which have attempted to answer this challenge. A further development from this debate is the new skepticism which rather than asking what we can know of the world through perception asks what we really know about our own perceptions. Is the world directly available to us through sensory experience or is it an illusion created by our perceptual processes? We will also consider questions arising from considerations of the content of perception. What is the content of experience? Do we need concepts of the things we experience in order to experience them? How are the different senses related? How are they individuated?  The finally area to be discussed is that of action and embodiment. Is perception passive? Do we use our senses, particularly vision, to build up an internal picture of the world we inhabit? Or is perception dynamic depending on physical activity and the acquisition of a variety of skills?

TIMETABLE

Tuesday 10 am, Taylor D46
LECTURES/SEMINARS
The first three weeks of the course will be lecture-based (3x60 minutes), and thereafter seminar-based (9x90 minutes). During the course every student will deliver one 15-20 minute presentation on the allocated weekly reading(s). Committed participation, both in class and personal, self-motivated research, will be essential. (Please note: the reading load for this course is relatively heavy.)
TOPICS AND READINGS
The set book for this course (see Readings below) will provide readings for most weeks. Readings listed below provide an additional perspective and it is recommended that you have a look at some of them in addition to the material from the set text. It is not necessary to read everything suggested and, particularly as the course progresses, you are welcome to contribute materials you have found yourself.
Lectures

1. Introduction: The Problem of Perception
Reading: 
· Barry Maund  (2003) Perception Acumen Chapters 1 and 6
· D. M. Armstrong ( 1961) Perception and the Visible World Routledge & Kegan Paul Chapter 2
· Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy //plato.stanford.edu/entries/perception-problem
2. The Contents of Perception
Reading: 

· Barry Maund  (2003) Perception Acumen Chapter 8
· Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy //plato.stanford.edu/entries/perception-contents
3. Embodied Perception
Reading: 

· Alva Noë (2004) Action in Perception MIT Chapter 1

· Susan L Hurley (1998) Consciousness in Action Harvard University Press Introduction.

Seminars

4. Sense- Data and the Adverbialist Alternative
Reading: 

· John Foster (2000) The Nature of Perception OUP Part 3 sections 5-7
· E.J. Lowe (2000) An Introduction to the Philosophy of Mind Cambridge Chap. 5

· Brian O’Shaunessey (1980) The Will: A Dual Aspect Theory CUP

· H. Robinson (1994) Perception Routledge Chapters 7, 8 and 9

· C.J Ducasse (1942) “Moore’s Refutation of Idealism” in P.Schlipp (ed.) The Philosophy of G.E.Moore Northwestern University Press

· Michael Tye (1984) “The Adverbial Theory of Visual Experience” Philosophical Review 93: 193-225

· M.G.F.Martin (1998) “Setting Things Before the Mind” in A. O’Hear (ed.) Contemporary Issues in the Philosophy of Mind CUP
5. Intentionalist – Disjunctivist Debate

Reading:

· Christopher Peacocke (1993) Sense and Content Oxford University Press

· Gilbert Harman (1990) “The Intrinsic Quality of Experience” 

· Michael Tye (1995) Ten Problems of Consciousness MIT

· W. G. Lycan (1996) Consciousness and Experience MIT

· Alex Byrne (2001) “Intentionalism Defended” Philosophical Review 110:199-240

· P.F. Snowdon (1979) “Perception, Vision and Causation” Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society
· John McDowell (1987) “Singular Thought and the Extent of Inner Space” in Pettit, Philip and John McDowell, (eds.), 1986, Subject, Thought and Context Oxford: Clarendon Press. Reprinted in McDowell (1998) Meaning, Knowledge and Reality Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
· M.G.F.Martin (2003) “Particular Thoughts and Singular Thought” in A. O’Hear (ed.) Thought and Language Cambridge University Press

6. The New Scepticism
Reading:

· Eric Schwitzgebel (2002) “How Well Do We Know Our Own Conscious Experience? The Case of Visual Imagery.” in Alva Noë ed. Is The Visual Mind a Grand Illusion? Imprint Academic
· Arien Mack (2002) “Is the Visual World a Grand Illusion? A Response” in Alva Noë ed. Is The Visual Mind a Grand Illusion? Imprint Academic
· Daniel C. Dennett (2004)  “ Seeing is Believing – Or is it?” in Robert Schwartz (ed.) Perception Blackwell

· Dana H. Ballard (2002)  “On the Function of Visual Representation” in Alva Noë and Evan Thompson eds Vision and Mind: Selected Readings in the Philosophy of Perception MIT

7. Content: Internalism and Externalism
Reading:
· E. J. Lowe (2000) An Introduction to the Philosophy of Mind CUP Chapter 5
· G. Botterill and P. Carruthers (1999) The Philosophy of Psychology CUP Chapter 6

· D. Braddon-Mitchell and F. Jackson (1996) Philosophy of Mind and Cognition Blackwell Chapter 12.

· T. Burge (1986) “Individualism and Psychology” Philosophical Review, 95, pp.3-45

· J. Fodor (1991) “A Modal Argument for Narrow Content” Journal of Philosophy, 88 pp. 5-26
8. Content: The Conceptual/Nonconceptual Debate

Reading:

· M. G. F. Martin (1992) “Perceptual Content” in A Companion to the Philosophy of Mind edited by S. Guttenplan Blackwell

· T. Crane (1998) “Content, Non-Conceptual” in The Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy Routledge, pp.640-643
· T. Crane (1992) “The Nonconceptual Content of Experience” in T. Crane (ed.) The Contents of Experience: Essays on Perception CUP
· M.G.F. Martin (1992) “Perception, Concepts and Memory” The Philosophical Review, Vol 101, No 4, pp.745-763
· J.L. Bermúdez (1998) The Paradox of Selfconsciousness MIT Chapter 3
· John McDowell (1994) Mind and World Harvard University Press, Lecture III
9. Naturalistic Theories of Perceptual Content
Reading: 

· E. J. Lowe (2000) An Introduction to the Philosophy of Mind CUP Chapter 4
· G. Botterill and P. Carruthers (1999) The Philosophy of Psychology CUP Chapter 7
· M. Davies (1995) “The Philosophy of Mind” in A.C. Grayling (ed)  Philosophy, OUP  

10. Individuating Sense Modalities
Reading:

· Brian Keeley (2002) “Making Sense of the Senses: Individuating Modalities in Humans and Other Animals” Journal of Philosophy 99 pp. 5-28

· Dominic McIver Lopez  (2002) “What is it Like to See With Your Ears?” Philosophy and Phenomenological Research 60 pp. 439-453

· Fred Dretske. (2000) "Reply to Lopes", Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, Vol. LX, No. 2, pp. 455-459.
· Fiona Macpherson (1999) “Perfect Pitch and the Contents of Experience” Anthropology and Philosophy Anthropology and Philosophy, (Philosophical Approaches to Consciousness, Monograph Issue, edited by Mariano Bianca and Luca Malatesti), Volume 3, No. 2

· H. P. Grice. (1962) 'Some Remarks About the Senses', in Analytical Philosophy, First Series, edited by R. J. Butler, Oxford: Basil Blackwell, pp. 133-153

· J. Heil (1983) Perception and Cognition, Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, Chapter 1.
· M. Leon. (1988) "Characterising the Senses", Mind and Language, Vol. 3, No. 4, pp. 241-270.

· N. Nelkin (1990) "Categorising the Senses", Mind and Language, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 149-164.

· J.E. Harrison and S.Baron-Cohen (1997) Synaesthesia: Classic and Contemporary Readings, Oxford: Blackwell.
·  V.S. Ramachandran and E.M. Hubbard (2003) "The Phenomenology of Synaesthesia", Journal of Consciousness Studies, Vol. 10, No. 8, pp. 49-57.

· R.E.Cytowic. (1995) "Synesthesia: Phenomenology and Neuropsychology - A Review of Current Knowledge", Psyche: An interdisciplinary journal of research on consciousness, Volume 2, No. 10http://psyche.csse.monash.edu.au/v2/psyche-2-10-cytowic.html.
· R.E.Cytowic. (1993) The Man Who Tasted Shapes, London: Abacus.
· M.G.F. Martin (1992) “Sight and Touch” in Crane (ed.) The Contents of Experience CUP
11.  Action and Embodiment

Reading: 

· Andy Clark (2002) “ Is Seeing All it Seems? Action, Reason and the Grand Illusion” in Alva Noë ed. Is the Visual World a Grand Illusion? Imprint Academic

· Maurice Merleau-Ponty (1962), Phenomenology of Perception Routledge  pp.3-12, 67-72, 203-206.

· Gareth Evans “Molyneux’s Question” in Gareth Edwards Collected Papers ed. John McDowell, Oxford pp.364-399

· Paul Bach Y Rita (2202) “Sensory Substitution and Qualia” in Alva Noë and Evan Thompson eds (2002) Vision and Mind: Selected Readings in the Philosophy of Perception MIT
· A. David Milner and Melvyn A. Goodale  “The Visual Brain in Action” in Journal of Research on Consciouness  //psyche.c.smonash.edu/au/v4/psyche-4-12-milner.html
· Alva Noë (2004) Action in Perception MIT Chapter 3

· Brian O’Shaughnessy (1992) “The Diversity and Unity of Action and Perception” in Crane (ed.) The Contents of Experience CUP

12. Revision

In this session we will revise and deepen our understanding of some of the topics of the preceding seminars. Topics will be chosen according to proposals made by the student’s in seminar 11. 

READING LIST
Set Text
· Alva Noë and Evan Thompson eds (2002) Vision and Mind: Selected Readings in the Philosophy of Perception MIT

General Bibliography
· Barry Maund  (2003) Perception Acumen

· Donald D. Hoffman (1998) Visual Intelligence: How We Create What We See Norton

· Semir Zeki (1993) A Vision of the Brain Blackwell

· Alva Noë ed. (2002) Is The Visual Mind a Grand Illusion? Imprint Academic
Useful Websites

· Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy http://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html

· http://www.gla.ac.uk/Acad/Philosophy/CSPE/illusions/illusions.html
· http://psylux.psych.tu-dresden.de/i1/kaw/diverses%20Material/www.illusionworks.com/html/hall_of_illusions.html
ESSAYS

Due Date: 4pm, 5th May 2006
2500-3000 words (2 copies) on a topic arising from lectures/seminars. Students should try to identify a suitable topic as soon as possible and should discuss it with Dr Clayton before beginning to write it. Essays should be in 12 point font with line spacing of at least 1½.  The word limit is confined to plus or minus 10% and essays deviating in length from the norm will be subject to penalty.

ASSESSMENT

50% essay, 50% examination (2 hours).
AIMS
The aims of this course are (i) to introduce students to key aspects of the debate in contemporary philosophy of perception about the problem of perception, (ii) to increase students’ abilities in conceptual analysis and improve their understanding of contemporary philosophy, and (iii) to enhance students’ understanding of philosophy and its relation to psychological theory.

OBJECTIVES
A:  Knowledge and Understanding of:-

Those who complete the course successfully will be able to manifest in spoken and/or written form knowledge, understanding and appreciation of major themes and topics in philosophy of perception.

B:  Intellectual Skills – able to:-

Be articulate in philosophical argument

Have clarity and rigour of thought and expression

Give exposition of philosophical issues and arguments presented by others 

Use specific philosophical terminology

C:  Practical Skills – able to:- 

Engage in disciplined discussion with others

Marshall complex information

Make oral presentations

Engage in autonomous learning

Engage in self-motivated learning

Think creatively, self-critically and independently

Use the library and appropriate IT.

D:  Transferable Skills – able to:-

Articulate arguments

Present critical exposition

Identify key issues

Engage in respectful participation in group discussions

Acquire the discipline of learning

Compose structured essays
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