‘Truth Politics: Contextualizing Alain Badiou’s Logics of Worlds’

Spring 2009 Seminar, Centre for Modern Thought, University of Aberdeen

Thursdays 3:30-5:30 PM, 
Room: Weeks 1-8, NK1; Weeks 9-12, KCF 7
Nick Nesbitt, Convener

“Nothing like it has ever been published in France,” Peter Hallward has written of Alain Badiou’s 2006 magnum opus, Logics of Worlds. Is this 600-page volume truly the unique event of contemporary thought Hallward claims it to be? Or does it rather bear a complex relation to an intellectual field of which it is instead a particular and even peculiar outcropping? Does Logics of Worlds demand of its readers a gesture of unquestioning faith and commitment, or is it rather decipherable in relation to a range of recent work in political philosophy addressing the concept of truth? In wagering on the latter-and without pretending to exhaustivity-this seminar will take up the key concepts of Logics of Worlds (Truth, Fidelity, Event, World, Site, Point, Body) and place them in dissonant relation to a range of philosophers of political truth, including Žižek, Laclau, and Critchley. If time allows, select readings from other earlier texts will initiate a critical genealogy of ‘truth politics’ from Socrates’ Apology to Foucault, Deleuze, and Jan Patočka.

Principal texts

Alain Badiou The Logic of Worlds (Continuum, 2009)

Peter Hallward, Badiou: A Subject to Truth (Minnesota, 2003)

Peter Hallward, ed., Think Again: Alain Badiou and the Future of Philosophy (Continuum, 2004)
Week 1 (5/2)

Introduction: The Problem of Truth 

Some Predecessors: Adorno, Deleuze, Patočka, Foucault, and the problem of truth

Week 2 (12/2)

 TBA
Week 3 (19/2)
Badiou and Truth Politics

Alain Badiou, ‘Politics as Truth Procedure’ (Abridged Metapolitics), ‘Philosophy and Politics’ (Infinite Thought); Peter Hallward, ‘Order and Event’ (Review of Logics of Worlds, NLR 53); Slavoj Žižek ‘Alain Badiou, or, The Violence of Subtraction’ (In Defence of Lost Causes); 
Week 4 (26/2)
Badiou and the Problem of Truth

Alain Badiou, ‘Philosophy and Truth’ (Infinite Thought: Truth and the Return to Philosophy); ‘Do Truths Exist?’, ‘Rousseau,’  (Being and Event); Peter Hallward, ‘The Criteria of Truth,’ (A Subject to Truth); Etienne Balibar, ‘The History of Truth: Alain Badiou in French Philosophy,’ (Think Again); 
Week 5 (5/3)
Badiou and the Problem of Politics

Alain Badiou, ‘The State and the Historico-social Situation’, ‘Theory of the Subject’ (Being and Event); Ernesto Laclau, ‘An Ethics of Militant Engagement,’ (Think Again); Peter Hallward, [‘From Maoism to L’Organisation Politique’], ‘Politics: Equality and Justice’ (A Subject to Truth)
Week 6 (12/3)
Ontology and Truth

Alain Badiou, ‘Number Must be Thought’, (Number and Numbers); Evental Sites and Historical Situations,’ ‘The Matheme of the Event,’ ‘The Thought of the Generic and Being in Truth’ (Being and Event); Peter Hallward, ‘Badiou’s Ontology’ (Think Again); Daniel W. Smith, ‘Badiou and Deleuze on the Ontology of Mathematics,’ (Think Again); 
Week 7 (19/3)
Intermezzo: Patočka, Foucault, and living in Truth

Week 8

Reading Logics of Worlds I

Logics of Worlds.  Preface, Book I; 

Peter Hallward, ‘Being-there; The Onto-logy of Appearing,’ (A Subject to Truth); [Nick Nesbitt ‘Hegemony and Universalism in the Haitian Revolution’ Universal Emancipation: The Haitian Revolution and the Radical Enlightenment]
Week 9 (23/4)
Reading Logics of Worlds II

Invited speaker: Alberto Toscano

Logics of Worlds.  Book II: Introduction, Sections 1,2; Book III: Introduction, Sections 1, 2, 4, Scolie pt. 1
Alberto Toscano, ‘On the Subject of the Dialectic,’ (Think Again); 

Week 10 (1/5)

Badiou and Ricoeur

Invited speaker: Jean-Godefroy Bidima

Readings TBA

Week 11 (8/5)
Reading Logics of Worlds III
Logics of Worlds. Book IV: Introduction, Sections 1, 2, 3.2; Book V: Introduction, 1, 2

Todd May, ‘Badiou and Deleuze on the One and the Many’ (Think Again)

Week 12 (15/5)
Reading Logics of Worlds IV
Logics of Worlds. Book VI: Introduction, Sections 1, 2; Book VII: Introduction, Sections 1, 2, Scolie, Conclusion
