UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN

SENATUS ACADEMICUS

Minutes of the meeting held on 13 June 2007

Present:
Principal, Professor Houlihan, Ms C Macaslan, Professors Gane, Haites, Rodger, MacGregor, Webster, Killham, Fraser, Flin, Dawson, Saunders, Stevenson, Beaumont, Frost, Ms M Pearson, Professors Secombes, Salmon, Cotter, Walkden, Robinson, Mordue, Dr P Edwards, Professor Long, Mrs L Stephen, Professor Burgess, Mrs W Pirie, Dr WD McCausland. Dr B Marsden, Dr M O’Siochru, Dr J Schaper, Dr J Ravet, Mr A Valyo, Dr S Lawrie, Dr J Stewart, Mr SC Styles, Dr A Arnason, Mr N Curtis, Dr D Scott, Dr M Boroujerdi, Professors Heys, Liversidge, Dr T MacFarlane, Dr P Benson, Professor Anderson, Dr WTA Harrison, Professor Levi, Dr MR Masson, Dr TJF Norman, Dr SP Townsend, Dr RPK Wells, Professor Wiercigroch, Dr LH Philip, Dr N Spedding, Mr R Miller, Mr J Hardy, Mr S McMenemy, Mr S Ochola and Miss S Trofino.
Apologies:
Professors Logan, Sleeman, Bruce, Sharp, Macinnes, Hughes, Duff, Black, Dr P Schlicke, Mr A Arthur, Dr D Molyneaux, Dr J Forbes, Mrs G Kirkpatrick, Dr AD King, Dr J Sternberg, Professors Lurie, N’Dow, Dr A Schofield, Dr ER van Teijlingen and Dr S Bagaeen.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
33.
The minutes of the meeting held on 2 May 2007 were approved.

STATEMENT BY PRINCIPAL
34.
In opening the meeting, the Principal congratulated all those who were working so hard towards the preparations for the forthcoming Research Assessment Exercise (RAE).  Looking forward, he reminded Senate that the Curriculum Review would be conducted over the next two years and that he had asked Professor MacGregor and Ms Macaslan to take a lead in the process.   During next session, the review process would be shaped by debate at all levels across the institution and a number of briefing papers would be circulated over the summer to inform discussion.  He encouraged Senate members to bring forward their ideas and to actively engage in the process of review.   Following this year of discussion and debate, the following year would be used to develop and shape the new curriculum.
ANNUAL REPORTS FROM THE HEADS OF COLLEGES
35.
The Senate received copies of the annual reports for 2006/07 from the three Colleges (copies filed with the principal copy of the minutes).   The Heads of College each gave presentations on their reports highlighting their College’s main achievements in 2006/07, the challenges facing their College and their future aspirations.  
STRATEGIC PLAN 2007-2010 
36.
Mr Cannon briefly outlined the progress made since the last meeting of the Senate in regard to the Strategic Plan for 2007-2010.   This was the second time that the Plan has been considered by the Senate and comments made at the last meeting had been incorporated.  In addition, a foreword by the Principal and by the Vice-Principals for Learning & Teaching and Research & Commercialisation had been added.  The Plan presented for approval was therefore the final draft.  Mr Cannon invited comment from the Senate but no issues were raised and accordingly, the Plan was approved.  
DRAFT LEARNING AND TEACHING FRAMEWORK: 2007-2010
37.1
Ms Macaslan, in presenting the draft Learning and Teaching Framework for 2007-2010, informed Senate that this document was largely derived from the Learning and Teaching Strategy approved by the Senate in May 2006.  She informed Senate that the Framework set out the University’s vision for learning and teaching and would serve as a tool to aid College and School planning.  The Framework would also be a valuable tool for self-evaluation of learning and teaching across the institution.
37.2
There followed a brief discussion about the role of the Framework in the forthcoming Curriculum Review.  Ms Macaslan confirmed that it would provide the foundations on which the Curriculum Review would be built.  It was also agreed that the foreword to the document would be amended to emphasise that the Framework spans both undergraduate and postgraduate provision. 
COMMUNICATION FROM UNIVERSITY COURT

(22 May 2007)
1.
Equality and Diversity:  Proposal to revise the University of Aberdeen Committee Structure

38.1
The Senate noted that the Court, for its part, had approved a recommendation to revise the Equal Opportunities Committee’s structure and composition.

2.
Validation Agreement:  UHI/Faculty of Science and Technology, Orkney College

38.2
The Senate noted that the Court, for its part, had approved the Validation Agreement as referred to it by the Senate.

3.
Amendment to the Composition of the University’s Committee on Teaching and Learning

38.3
The Senate noted that the Court, for its part, had approved the amendment to the composition of the University’s Committee on Teaching and Learning as referred to it by the Senate.

4.
Draft Resolution No 249 of 2007

[Changes in Regulations for Various Degrees]

38.4

The Senate noted that the Court had approved Resolution No 249 of 2006 [Changes in Regulations for Various Degrees] which had previously been approved by the Business Committee of the General Council and the Senate.

5.
Draft Resolution No 250  of 2007

[Regulations for the Degrees of Bachelor of Arts in Theology (with CertHE and DipHE Options) and Bachelor of Arts in Youth Work with Applied Theology (with CertHE and DipHE Options)]

38.5
The Senate noted that the Court had approved Resolution No 250 of 2006 [Regulations for the Degrees of Bachelor of Arts in Theology (with CertHE and DipHE Options) and Bachelor of Arts in Youth Work with Applied Theology (with CertHE and DipHE Options)] which had been approved by the Business Committee of the General Council and the Senate.

REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON TEACHING AND LEARNING

(18 MAY 2007)

1. Regulations for the Preparation & Submission of Postgraduate Theses
39.1
The Senate approved, on the recommendation of the University Committee on Teaching and Learning, the amendment to Regulations for the Preparation & Submission of Postgraduate Theses and to forward to the University Court, the draft Resolution ‘Amendments to Regulations for Postgraduate Study’ (copy filed with the principal copy of the minutes).

39.2
The Senate agreed to ask the University Court that, in accordance with the provisions of Section 6 (2) of the Universities (Scotland) Act 1966, the draft Resolution be passed forthwith, so that the amended provisions may be applied with effect from 15 September 2007.

2.
Monitoring Students Progress

39.3
The Senate noted that the UCTL had considered a report reviewing the operation of the system for Monitoring Students’ Progress and Class Certificate Refusal during the first half-session of 2006/07.  The UCTL had noted that, although there had been a substantial rise in the number of monitoring reports issued since the last comparable review in 2004/05, there had also been a rise in the proportions of students going on to achieve passes in the courses concerned.  The UCTL were, therefore, satisfied that the process continued to offer support to those students who had been identified as being ‘at risk’.

39.4
The UCTL had approved some minor amendments to the system for implementation in 2007/08, which, it was anticipated, would further improve communication between all stakeholders in the system.

3.
Changes to the Supplementary Regulations for the Professional Graduate Diploma in Education (PGDE)

39.5
The Senate noted that the UCTL had approved changes to the Supplementary Regulations for the Professional Graduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) required as a result of restructuring of the programme.  The changes were required as a consequence of combining the PGDE (Primary) and PGDE (Secondary) programmes under a new common framework (copy filed with the principal copy of the minutes). 
4.
Term Dates

39.6
The Senate noted that following the meeting on 18 May, the Convener approved amendments to term dates for the Professional Graduate Diploma for 2007-2008:


Spring Term Closes


Friday 28 March 2008


Summer Term Opens


Monday 14 April 2008

COLLEGE OF PHYSICAL SCIENCES – SCHOOL STRUCTURE WITHIN THE COLLEGE
40.
The Senate, for its part, approved proposals from the College of Physical Sciences for the establishment of two Schools of Engineering and Natural & Computing Sciences from the existing School of Engineering & Physical Sciences.

SENATE COMMITTEES
1.     Equality and Diversity Committee

41.1
The Senate, for its part, approved, on the recommendation of the Senate Business Committee, proposals to revise the Equality and Diversity Committee structure in the University.  The proposals had been approved by the University Court, for its part, at its meeting on 22 May 2007
2.     Student Affairs Committee

41.2
The Senate, for its part, approved, on the recommendation of the Senate Business Committee, revisions to the remit and composition of the Student Affairs Committee.

REPORT FROM THE ACADEMIC STANDARDS COMMITTEES
1.     Validation of Faculty of Biochemistry and Genetics, Ness Foundation 
41.3
The Senate, for its part, approved, on the recommendation of the Academic Standards Committee (Postgraduate), the recommendation that the Faculty of Biochemistry and Genetics, based at the Ness Foundation, an academic partner of UHI Millennium Institute be validated under the terms of the accreditation agreement currently in force between the University and UHI to deliver the research degree programmes in the area of Biochemistry and Genetics.

41.4
The validation would remain in force for five years under the terms of the accreditation agreement between the University and UHI. The validation proposal was subject to the academic area meeting recommendations specified in the relevant report by a stipulated date. The report from the validation panel is available at: http://www.abdn.ac.uk/registry/internal/documents/RDVBioGen.doc. 

2.     Resit Provision in the LLM
41.5
The Senate further noted that the Academic Standards Committee (Postgraduate) had approved a proposal to allow students on LLM programmes to resit examinations in accordance with the existing terms of paragraph 8.2 of the Grade Spectrum.

3.     New and Discontinued Courses and Programmes

41.6
The Senate further noted the changes to the list of courses and programmes approved by the Academic Standards Committees at their recent meetings, available at http://www.abdn.ac.uk/senastracking/report/
MERGER WITH THE ROWETT RESEARCH INSTITUTE
42.
The Senate, for its part, approved the Ordinance in regard to the merger with the Rowett Research Institute and agreed to recommend its approval to the University Court.

DIRECTORS OF UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
43.
The Senate noted that the Senate Business Committee had approved, on the recommendation of the relevant Heads of College, the appointment of Dr D Hendry as Director of the Undergraduate Programmes (Engineering) for a period of 3 years (vice Dr P Davidson), and the appointment of Dr F Murphy as Director of Undergraduate Programmes (Divinity) for a period of 3 years (vice Professor F Watson).

ELECTION OF NEW MEMBERS TO THE SENATUS ACADEMICUS AND ELECTION OF SENATE ASSESSORS TO THE UNIVERSITY COURT
44.1
The Senate noted that the following had been elected to serve on the Senatus Academicus with immediate effect to 30 September 2010 unless otherwise stated, in the constituencies stated:

School of Divinity, History and Philosophy Constituency
Dr M O’Siochru

School of Language and Literature

Professor A Saunders

Dr J Stewart

School of Social Science
Dr A Arnason

School of Biological Sciences Constituency

Dr P Fraser

Dr M Young

School of Medical Sciences Constituency

Dr I Greig

Dr B Müller

School of Medicine Constituency

Professor SD Heys 

Professor J N’Dow

Dr A Schofield (until 30 September 2008)
Professor N Webster

School of Geosciences

Dr S Bagaeen

Dr N Spedding 

44.2
The Senate further noted that the following had been elected as Senate Assessors to the University Court for the period 1 October 2007 to 30 September 2011, in the Colleges stated:

College of Arts & Social Sciences


Professor C Fynsk

College of Physical Sciences


Dr P Edwards


Professor GR Robinson

GRADUATIONS IN ABSENTIA
45.1
The Senate noted that details of those qualified to receive degrees, diplomas and other awards who had applied to have them conferred in absentia could be viewed in the Registry (see appendix to Minutes of June 2007).
45.2
The Senate agreed to confer the degrees on, and award the diplomas and other qualifications to the persons stated.











































