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Introduction and welcome from Chris Banks, University Librarian

Hello, I’m Chris Banks, University Librarian, and I’d like to welcome you to this special graduation issue of LibCast, our library podcast magazine. Let me first say well done to all those who will be attending graduation ceremonies in the next few weeks, and to those who have chosen to graduate in absentia. You, your families and friends can all take a rightful pride in your achievements.

Now, your graduation need not in fact be the end of your association with the University of Aberdeen Library. This special graduation episode contains features on external library membership for graduates; and the charity Friends of Aberdeen University Library - which encourages interest in the library and highlights the potential of its collections and also offers some much needed support. 

For those of us remaining at the University we include snippets on how find out more about setting up access our electronic resources from home; and we take a closer look at two of our important e-book collections, ebrary and ScienceDirect. We even have a feature on two new social media channels introduced over the past few months – Twitter and instant messaging.
Update on the new library build (Chris Banks)
I’d like to update you on our exciting project to build a new library for the University. Those who have used the Queen Mother Library recently will have seen that some building and demolition works have already begun and if you’ve seen pictures of the new building then you will begin to get a real feel for the scale of the building. The main work on the project will begin with earnest during the summer and by September 2011 new and returning students will be able to take advantage of the new building. There’s lots to be done in the meantime and we will ensure that the disruption to existing students and staff is kept to a minimum and that during exam periods alternative study spaces are secured elsewhere on campus for those who need them. 

We will be uniting our archives and rare books collections with the modern collections currently held in QML, great for those who study across the collections. The new building will contain nearly double the number of study spaces as are available in the Queen Mother Library. It will also contain project rooms, increased seminar facilities and a much more flexible and conducive working environment than we are able to provide at the moment.

The ground floor of the new library is a completely open public space with an exhibition gallery at its heart which will give us the opportunity to showcase some of the University’s significant and beautiful manuscripts and rare books. Planning continues for the early public exhibitions and events that will go on in the building. 

In addition to being a very striking and beautiful piece of architecture the building will also be very environmentally friendly and has just been given the BREEAM rating of “excellent”. The BRE Environmental Assessment Method is the leading and most widely used environmental assessment method for buildings and sets the standard for best practice in sustainable design. It has become the de facto measure used to describe a building's environmental performance. Included in our new library will be photovoltaic cells on the roof, and a system harvesting and re-using rainwater.

Over the next few months we will be pulling together proposals for how the collections and study spaces should be distributed across the building and we will welcome input from students and staff during that process.

The library would not be being built had it not been for the generous support of thousands of donations from businesses, charitable trusts and many many individuals. We will be working with our colleagues in the Development Trust to continue fundraising during the construction of the building and I’m sure that as it begins to take shape more will want to join in support for the project.

If you want to find out more about the library then there’s an animated fly-through on the web which will enable you to get a feel for what it is going to be like outside and in. Turn your computer sound on and log on to www.abdn.ac.uk/newlibrary.

Using the library after graduation (Georgia Brooker)
Hello, I’m Georgia Brooker, and I’m one of the Senior Information Assistants at the Queen Mother Library. Welcome to this special summer graduation feature about the options available to allow you to access the library and its resources when you are no longer a student here at the University of Aberdeen.

If you are graduating this summer but want to keep your university connections open then don’t forget that you are invited to join the library as an external member at a special discounted rate for alumni, which entitles you to continue borrowing from the Library. Alternatively you can join as a Friend of the Library which, in addition to borrowing privileges, offers you updates on the library’s latest projects and important acquisitions, as well as the chance to attend presentations and meetings to keep you up to date with all our developments. Both are fantastic ways to support the future of higher education here in the North-East, and we hope to herald exciting progress in the next few years as we anticipate a host of major improvements on campus. 

Amongst the most significant developments is our brand new library building, due to open in 2011, which will provide purpose built spaces to preserve and publically exhibit our very special collections. With more study areas and social spaces than ever before, as well as space for public exhibitions and events, we hope to provide a real cultural contribution for generations to come, which we’re keen to share with as many people as possible! You can find more information about this project at www.abdn.ac.uk/newlibrary/.

 All members of the public are welcome to use the library’s facilities free of charge for reference and consultation of materials within the building. However, for the opportunity to borrow up to 10 items at a time Aberdeen graduates can join for an annual fee of just £20, along with a refundable deposit of £30. This could be a small, but significant investment towards pursuing your career plans further still, by making the most of industry journals or recent publications in your academic discipline. Library membership would make a great gift for any graduate, recent or otherwise. Although the majority of resources held in our libraries will be available to you, we cannot offer access to our electronic databases (including e-journals) due to restrictions in licensing contracts. If you’d like more details, look online at www.abdn.ac.uk/alumni/benefits/ or email us at library@abdn.ac.uk
Alternatively, you may wish to join our Friends of the Library scheme, which has options for you to join either annually or as a lifetime member, with additional benefits such as a regular newsletter and the chance to attend a range of presentations and meetings. This organisation is a registered charity which aims to encourage the gift of books, prints, manuscripts and other items of interest to the Library and also encourage donations of funds, to help the Library buy special books, manuscripts and other items of interest. Annual membership costs not less than £10 a year, and if you also wish to become a borrowing member then Aberdeen graduates are charged a discount rate of £30.00 returnable deposit plus £15.00 annual subscription. Alternatively you can become a lifetime member for £150, which can be paid in up to four instalments if you’d prefer. Either way there are great opportunities to stay involved with university life, allowing you to continue to pursue academic and leisure interests, and perhaps help to give you a head start in your professional development as you enter the job-market. For further information on becoming a friend of the library go to www.abdn.ac.uk/library/friends/, or contact Membership Secretary Sheona Farquhar at s.c.farquhar@abdn.ac.uk, or call on 01224 273956.

Thanks for listening to this feature about using the library after graduation. We wish you all the best with your ceremony and beyond, and warmly invite you to continue to use our library and its great resources for many years to come. Contact us at library@abdn.ac.uk if you’d like any further help or advice, and please tune in to LibCast again soon!

Using library resources working off campus (Claire Molloy)
For many of us who remain at the University during the summer it is a time for research and further study. You can enjoy the freedom of working from home and reading our electronic journals and books if you set up your computer correctly to access our subscription databases. 
There are two ways to access databases so that the publishers know you belong to the University and allow you to read materials in full text where we have paid for them. 

The first is to set up proxy server access which makes it look as though you are working on the campus network by using the institution’s IP address. There are too many different combinations of operating systems and web browsers to describe what to do here, so the best thing to do is go to www.abdn.ac.uk/proxy/ and look up the instructions for your own set-up at home.
The second way to access our electronic materials is to follow a login process using your University computer username and password; you use these to access the campus network and your University email account. If you are ever asked to pay to read a journal article in full text, or you receive a message which indicates you are not a recognised user of a database, you must try this method. You might have heard or read of using Shibboleth login – well this is it. Look for a link to Login on the database itself and then choose either Shibboleth, Other Institution, or UK Access Management Federation (they all mean the same thing). Next select the University of Aberdeen from a long list of academic institutions to open a login box. No matter where you are working – even if you are located overseas – you must select UK Federation if it is on the list of options.
We have a web page at www.abdn.ac.uk/library/shibboleth/ that tells you much more about both methods of accessing our electronic databases. Don’t forget there is an IT Service Desk that will help you if you have difficulties in setting up proxy server access to our electronic resources. You can email the Service desk at servicedesk@abdn.ac.uk or call 01224-273636. 
You might find our e-book collections particularly useful when you are working at a distance. We have two very large collections:  ebrary, containing over 40,000 items in full text from several hundred different academic publishers, and ScienceDirect from one publisher, Elsevier, which contains over 4,000 books, including important encyclopedias. All the titles in these collections are listed individually on the library catalogue. There is a library guide to using ebrary at www.abdn.ac.uk/library/guides/dbs/qgdbs004.doc. If you open the transcript that accompanies this podcast you will be able to link directly to the guide. For help on searching for e-books on ScienceDirect go to www.sciencedirect.com.
Using library resources working on campus (Susan McCourt)
If you plan to spend time on campus over the summer you may be interested in some of the items featured in this section. The first thing you need to know is that the opening hours for Queen Mother Library and Taylor Library reduce over the summer vacation. Medical Library keeps to term-time opening hours except for Wednesday mornings when, in line with all our libraries, it opens at 10am to allow staff to attend training sessions that keep them up to date on our services. Opening times for all our libraries are available online at www.abdn.ac.uk/library/hours.shtml. 
Library staff are happy to give help and advice. So, if you are in the library, ask at an enquiry point and you will be directed to the appropriate person. If you want to have ‘up to the minute’ information on library services and resources why don’t you follow the aberdeenunilib Tweets (blog posts) on Twitter, or read them online at http://twitter.com/aberdeenunilib. Of course you can access all the Library & Historic Collections information guides, podcasts and vodcasts from a computer in the library! All our online information guides and help can be accessed from www.abdn.ac.uk/library/guideshelp.shtml. 
The Library and Web 2.0 (Elaine Shallcross)
We are always exploring new ways of giving you information, and Web 2.0 social networking services are a great way to do this! The best thing is that they are free for you to use and they help us to keep you right up to date with news from Library & Historic Collections. 
We are using the popular social networking service Twitter to keep you informed of all the new services and resources we have on offer. Last term we trialled the instant messaging client MeeboMe as a chat service called ‘Ask a Librarian’, and we hope to continue with this during the next academic session.
Look out for our e-magazine HeadLines and our podcast magazine, LibCast, or go on one of our podcast tours of a library. We have also recorded a series of vodcasts (video-style demos of how to use the library catalogue and important electronic databases). All these can be accessed from the library home page at www.abdn.ac.uk/library/
More information on Twitter and MeeboMe can be found in our latest issue of HeadLines at www.abdn.ac.uk/library/ezine/issue3/headlines3.php
Conclusion (Chris Banks)
That concludes this special graduation issue of LibCast. I hope you have enjoyed the articles and that you will consider continuing your association with us here at the Library, either as an External Member, a Benefactor or as a Friend: you will certainly be assured of a warm welcome and will be able to continue to access and borrow our vast range of resources.

Thank you and goodbye.
Contact details:
Queen Mother Library: library@abdn.ac.uk
Taylor Library: lawlib@abdn.ac.uk
Medical Library: medlib@abdn.ac.uk
Reid Library: library@rowett.ac.uk
Special Libraries & Archives: speclib@abdn.ac.uk
Museums: speclib@abdn.ac.uk
Library website: www.abdn.ac.uk/library/
Historic Collections website: www.abdn.ac.uk/diss/historic/

Library & Historic Collections, LibCast episode 5, June 2009

