Information Sheet for Applicants for Diploma in Professional Legal Practice 2011/12
This information sheet gives basic information for those intending to apply for the Diploma in Professional Legal Practice (DPLP) in academic year 2011/12. If you have any further queries, please contact Dr Karen Fullerton, C46A Taylor Building, tel 01224 273707, e-mail k.fullerton@abdn.ac.uk.

1. Places

Subject to Law Society of Scotland accreditation, which is ongoing, the DPLP will be offered by the Universities of Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Stirling and Strathclyde and by the Robert Gordon University. 
The Law Society of Scotland guidance note accompanying the DPLP application form gives details of the number of places available at each DPLP provider. There will be 120 places available at Aberdeen. As detailed in the guidance note, for the last two years, the total number of students taking up a place has been less than the total number of places available in Scotland, in contrast to previous years where demand exceeded supply. It is not clear what will happen in 2011/12. As you are no doubt aware, a place on the DPLP does not guarantee a traineeship. The guidance note gives further information about the considerations you should have in mind when thinking about applying for a place. PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY.
2. Admission criteria

Admission is based on academic merit. Subject to one exception, the criteria applied are the same criteria as those used for the allocation of awards described further below. The exception is that in relation to admission - NOT awards - possession of a traineeship MAY be an additional factor to be taken into account. However, this applies only in deciding at the margins between applicants with very similar academic records.

3. Costs

Tuition fees for 2011/12 will be £6,500. This fee includes handbooks and other materials for the course but not statutes or textbooks. It is intended to establish a system for offering core statutes and textbooks on a discount basis providing such discounts are offered by publishers. It is not possible at this stage to provide an indication of the exact cost involved.   
4. Awards 

Full details are given in the Law Society of Scotland guidance note which accompanies the DPLP application form. PLEASE READ THIS CAREFULLY. 

5. Application forms

Please note that if you are applying to the DPLP at Aberdeen you must complete TWO application forms:

(i)  DPLP Application Form 

This form is used to apply for a DPLP place anywhere in Scotland and also to apply to be considered for an award. 

(A) Choice of academic institution 

You must indicate your choice of DPLP provider. You may choose one provider only. If your choice is a provider other than Aberdeen, your application form will be forwarded by the DPLP Secretary at Aberdeen to your choice of provider. That provider will then contact you direct about any further requirements/arrangements for admission.
(B) Personal information
Remember to attach two photos to the application form. Please also remember to tell your choice of provider of any subsequent change of address/contact details.

(C) Qualifications
You should attach a list of courses taken following the style on the form. Remember to include details of current courses even where results won't be known until after submission. A copy of your academic record will be forwarded by us to your choice of provider (if other than Aberdeen) after the exam results are known.

There is space in this section of the form for you to give details of any matter you wish to bring to the attention of your choice of DPLP provider, in particular any circumstances which adversely affected your exam performance. However, you should only mention here things which have not already been taken into account in determining your results and you must provide appropriate supporting evidence. If you have a traineeship, details of this should also go in this section.
(D) SAAS awards
There is detailed information about awards on the application form and in the accompanying Law Society of Scotland guidance note. 
The form assumes you wish to be considered for an award UNLESS you tick one of the boxes indicating you are ineligible/not applying for some other reason. Information about eligibility can be obtained from the SAAS website, details of which are on the form. If you are in any doubt as to your eligibility, you should contact SAAS for further advice. If they do not respond to you before the deadline for submission of applications, you should submit your application as if you were eligible. It is better to say you wish to be considered for an award even if it later turns out that you are not eligible than to make a mistake and say you don't wish to be considered, as it may be too late if you then find out you are eligible. 

The form sets out the criteria and process for the allocation of awards. NB: the possession of a traineeship is NOT taken into account in relation to the allocation of SAAS awards, even though it may be a marginal factor in relation to the allocation of a DPLP place (above).

It is likely that the awards available will be allocated in the first round of offers by each DPLP provider.

(E) Elective choices – only to be completed by those intending to apply to Aberdeen

Each provider is offering different electives and details can be obtained via www.lawscot.org.uk/becomingasolicitor and clicking on the ‘PEAT 1 Fair’ or by contacting the provider direct. The accompanying sheet shows the structure of the programme at Aberdeen and the electives which will be on offer in 2011/12. IF AND ONLY IF you are applying to Aberdeen, you are asked to indicate on the bottom of the last page of the form which 4 out of the 6 available the electives you would like to take. This is to allow some advance planning for potential numbers only - it will be possible to change your mind later.

Once you have completed the form, sign and date it and pass it directly to the DPLP Secretary.

(ii) Postgraduate application form for those intending to take the DPLP at Aberdeen only 
Aberdeen has its own application form for postgraduate courses which must be completed in addition to the DPLP Application Form.

When completing, please note:  

(a) type of study – postgraduate taught 
(b) intended date of entry – September 2011
(c) proposed mode of study – full time (there is currently no part-time option available at Aberdeen)
You should complete the personal statement but there is no need for references.
It is now a University requirement that you must complete this form online.
6. Deadline for application 

The deadline for applications is 18 April 2011.  If you fail to apply by 18 April 2011 YOU WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR AN SAAS AWARD AND YOU MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR A DLP PLACE.
7. Timetable for making offers etc
No offers of DPLP places will be made until July. The first round of offers will be sent out by DPLP providers in mid-July, and at the same time you will be told the outcome of the award allocations. Some providers may, if appropriate, establish a waiting list. There will be a deadline for accepting offers which is likely to be at the end of July. THE DEADLINE FOR ACEPTANCE OF THE OFFER WILL BE CONFIRMED IN THE OFFER LETTER. It is extremely important that if you are likely to be away around this time, you make arrangements for someone else to deal with any offer which may be made. If any providers have unfilled places after the deadline for acceptance of first round offers, there will be second round of offers in early August. There will be a deadline for accepting offers which is likely to be at the end of August. THE DEADLINE FOR ACCEPTANCE WILL BE CONFIRMED IN THE OFFER LETTER. Once again, it is extremely important that if you are likely to be away around this time, you make arrangements for someone else to deal with any offer which may be made. 
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