Master of Laws Programme Handbook 2011-2012
Appendices 1 - 4


Appendix 1

LLM PROGRAMME AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES

LLM General

Programme Aims

1. to enable students to gain advanced and specialist education in selected areas of the law which provide a basis from which to undertake academic research and

2. to develop the skills of critical analysis and independent research in law which are relevant to the needs of the legal profession and other areas of employment.

Programme Learning Outcomes

The learning outcomes for students are:

· greatly enhanced knowledge of current legal rules and planned developments or reforms, their relevance to the contexts (private and public) in which law is applied, 

 the ability to research a wide range of issues using legal resources from Scotland, the United Kingdom, European and International sources, 

 the ability to interpret and criticise the resources available, and to express that knowledge and criticism in class and in written assignments
Programme Syllabus
All students must complete LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Students may then select any four modules from across the LLM options with the exception of: LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573
LLM in International Commercial Law
Programme Aims

This programme offers a range of courses in International Commercial Law.   All courses reflect contemporary and developing issues and blend theory and practice in their approach.   The specific aims of the International Commercial Law are:

 To enable students to do advanced legal research in the field of International Commercial Law

 To enable students to do advanced legal writing in the field of International Commercial Law

 To prepare students so that they can take their place at the cutting edge of their chosen specialism within International Commercial Law

 To educate students in the skills of analysing in a critical manner and in the application of sources of International Commercial Law

Programme Learning Outcomes
· A greatly enhanced knowledge of both current international commercial law and planned developments or reforms

· A knowledge of those areas of international commercial law relevant to specific areas of business and commerce

· The ability to interpret the relevant legislative provisions and case law, and research a wide range of issues in international commercial law
· An understanding of the development of their chosen specialism within international commercial law
Programme Syllabus

All students must complete LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter four courses must be selected from the list below, two from each half session. Alternatively, three courses can be selected from the list below and one from another LLM programme (excluding LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573).
	First Half Session

September 2011 – January 2012
	Second Half Session

February 2012- June 2012

	LS5003 Competition Law
	LS5540 Comparative and International Perspectives on Company Law

	LS5021 Comparative and International Insolvency Law
	LS5543 European Economic Law

	LS5049 Private International Law of Business Transactions – Jurisdiction
	LS5550 Trade Marks and Brand Development

	LS5075 Intellectual Property Law
	LS5561 Choice of Law in Business Transactions

	LS5076 Oil & Gas Law
	LS5574 Private International Law Aspects of International Arbitration

	LS5082 International Economic Law: the WTO
	LS5579 International Tax Law

	
	LS5701 International Trade and Finance Law


LLM in European Law

Programme Aims and Learning outcomes
The European Law Masters combines options in European Union Law and more broadly in the ‘European legal tradition.’   To be eligible for this programme at least three of the options currently offered, plus the dissertation, must be selected.   This allows students the freedom to focus entirely on European Union Law, or, to construct a more general European Law Masters.   Consequently the aims of the programme are expressed in general terms:

Programme Aims
 To enable students to do advanced legal research in the field of European law.

 To prepare students to do advanced legal writing in the field of European law.

 To prepare students so that they can take their place at the cutting edge of their chosen specialism within European law.

 To educate students in the skills of analysing the European Union Treaties.

 To educate students in the skills of analysing the case law of the European Court of Justice.

Programme Learning Outcomes
On conclusion of the programme students will have
· A greatly enhanced knowledge of European law.

· The ability to research a wide range of issues in European law.

· The ability to interpret European Union legislative and judicial sources.

· An understanding of and ability to participate in the development of their chosen specialism in European Law.
Programme Syllabus

All students must complete LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter four courses must be selected from the list below, two from each half session. Alternatively, three courses can be selected from the list below and one from another LLM programme (excluding LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573).
	First Half Session

September 2011 – January 2012
	Second Half Session

February 2012- June 2012

	LS5003 Competition Law
	LS5507 Private International Law of Family Law

	LS5004 European Court of Justice: Judicial Activism
	LS5543 European Economic Law

	LS5049 Private International Law of Business Transactions: Jurisdiction
	LS5561 Choice of Law in Business Transactions


LLM International Law

Programme Aims and Learning outcomes

This programme allows students to select from a wide range of courses, covering varied aspects of international law.   To be eligible for the International Law Masters at least three of the options currently offered, plus the dissertation, must be selected.   The broad range of courses means that the aims of the programme are expressed in general terms:

Programme Aims
1. To enable students to do advanced legal research in the field of International law.

2. To prepare students to do advanced legal writing in the field of International law.

3. To prepare students so that they can take their place at the cutting edge of their chosen specialism within International law.
4. To educate students to understand, apply and adapt International law to its contemporary context.
Learning Outcomes
On conclusion of the programme students will have
· A greatly enhanced knowledge of International law.

· The ability to research a wide range of issues in International law.

· The ability to interpret International Treaties and case law with an international dimension.

· The ability to understand the historical, political and cultural context in which International law operates.
Programme Syllabus

All students must complete LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter four courses must be selected from the list below, two from each half session. Alternatively, three courses can be selected from the list below and one from another LLM programme (excluding LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573).
	First Half Session

September 2011 – January 2012
	Second Half Session

February 2012- June 2012

	LS5021 Comparative and International Insolvency Law
	LS5507 Private International Law of Family Law

	LS5043 Peoples, Indigenous Peoples and Minorities in International Law
	LS5518 International Human Rights Law

	LS5049 Private International Law of Business Law: Jurisdictions
	LS5539 International Criminal Law

	LS5054 Private International Law: Concepts and Institutions
	LS5540 Comparative and International Perspectives on Company Law

	LS5078 The Evolution of International Law in a World of Crises
	LS5549 Use of Force in International Law

	LS5082 International Economic Law: The WTO
	LS5561 Choice of Law in Business Transactions

	
	LS5574 Private International Law Aspects of International Arbitration

	
	LS5578 Intellectual Property, Human Rights & Development

	
	LS5579 International Tax Law

	
	LS5701 International Trade and Finance Law


LLM in International and European Law

Programme Aims and Learning outcomes
This programme combines options in European Union Law, the ‘European legal tradition’ and International Law.   To be eligible for this programme four of the options currently offered in the European Law and International Law programmes, plus the dissertation, must be selected.   This allows students the freedom to combine varied aspects of European and International laws.    The broad range of courses means that the aims of the programme are expressed in general terms in the combined aims and outcomes for the individual programmes.
Programme Syllabus

All students must complete LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter four courses must be selected from the list of options under the LLM European Law and the LLM International Law programmes. All four options must come from those two programmes.
LLM International Law and Globalisation

Programme Aims

The aim of the programme is to introduce students to the problems of understanding the limits of international legal regulation in the present era of globalisation. An interdisciplinary approach is offered. As such, students on this programme have the option of selecting modules taught by the School of Social Science as well as the School of Law. The programme aims are:
1. To understand the historical and political context in which international law has arisen
2. To be able to assess critically the continued viability of international law in an era of crisis where the power of the nation State is shaken by supra-national political, economic and social factors

3. To be able to assess realistically the place on non-State actors in the international system

4. To be able to gage critically the possibilities of reforming international institutions and to imagine how principles and rules of international law need to be adapted to face globalisation
Programme Learning Outcomes
· to acquire the basic international lawyer skills necessary to identify principles and rules of international law

· to acquire the skills to prepare international legal opinions to serve as advice for intergovernmental officials

· to acquire the basic interdisciplinary skills to be able to identify the political, economic, social and systemic factors which mitigate against global governance.

· to be able to characterise the future prospects of global governance in terms of State intervention, and the participation of non-State actors, whether operating within or across national State boundaries

· to be able to select an area thought to be in need of a global regulatory framework and to devise methods of tackling the area creatively

Programme Syllabus

All students must complete, LS5078 The Evolution of International Law in a World of Crises, LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter three courses must be selected from the list below, one from the first half session and two from the second half session. Alternatively, two courses can be selected from the list below and one from another LLM programme (excluding LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573).
	First Half Session

September 2011 – January 2012
	Second Half Session

February 2012- June 2012

	LS5078 The Politics of Human Rights
	LS5518 International Human Rights Law

	IR5006 Theories of International Relations (run by the School of Social Science)
	LS5539 International Criminal Law

	
	LS5549 Use of Force in International Law

	
	LS5701 International Trade & Finance Law

	
	PI5502 Global Security Issues (run by the School of Social Science)


LLM Private International Law

Programme Aims

To develop interest in, and knowledge of, Private International Law, and to provide advanced instruction in aspects of particular relevance to contemporary issues in international business transactions and family law.

Private International Law Concepts and Institutions is a compulsory course that offers a solid framework upon which students may build their knowledge of civil and commercial aspects of international business transactions as well as international family law. International conventions and Regulations in these areas are given detailed treatment. Students are encouraged to deepen their insight into a methodology that will enable them to analyse conflicts problems in the context of the European Union and beyond.
Programme Learning Outcomes
· Acquire knowledge of Private International Law as a foundation for further specialisation and study in preparation for careers in the legal profession, or in academic or other areas of employment.

· Familiarise themselves with the literature and legal sources associated with Private International Law which will enable them to keep their specialist knowledge of international commercial litigation and international family law litigation up to date.

· Acquire knowledge of the role played by the Hague Conference on Private International Law and the competence of the European Union to develop principles and harmonize rules pertaining to jurisdiction, choice of law and recognition and enforcement of judgments.

· Develop their understanding of the origin of Private International Law, the most important analytical tools associated with the subject and the relationship between Private International Law and other branches of law.

· Develop their understanding of the relevance of certain concepts associated with theory, doctrine, rationale, goals and method of Private International Law, of contract, delict, transfer of property, divorce, parental responsibility, child abduction, inter-country adoption and maintenance.

· Develop their understanding of the role played by arbitration agreements and jurisdiction agreements in commercial litigation, conceptual responses to forum shopping in the European Judicial Area and the phenomenon of reverse forum-shopping.

· Develop their understanding of the private international law aspects of international commercial arbitration and the instruments, rules, concepts and issues that are associated with arbitration.

Programme Syllabus

All students must complete, LS5054 Private International Law: Concepts and Institutions, LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter three courses must be selected from the list below, one from the first half session and two from the second half session. Alternatively, two courses can be selected from the list below and one from another LLM programme (excluding LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573).
	First Half Session

September 2011 – January 2012
	Second Half Session

February 2012- June 2012

	LS5021 Comparative and International Insolvency Law
	LS5507 Private International Law of Family Law

	LS5049 Private International Law of Business Transactions: Jurisdiction
	LS5561 Choice of Law in Business Transactions

	
	LS5574 Private International Law Aspects of International Arbitration


LLM in Climate Change Law and Sustainable Development

Programme Aims

1. To develop students’ knowledge and understanding of the relationship between sustainable development and international and national climate change frameworks
2. To develop students’ knowledge and understanding of international, European and national climate change law and policy

3. To develop students’ knowledge and understanding of sustainable development as a principle of international environmental law and its significance as a guiding policy principle in European and UK contexts

4. To educate students in the skill of critical analysis

5. To educate students in the application of sources of national and international law

Programme Learning Outcomes
On conclusion of the programme students will have
· Enhanced knowledge of the climate change regime at international, European and national levels
· Enhanced knowledge and understanding of the principle of sustainable development

· Advanced understanding of the field and ability to participate in the field

· Enhanced transferable skills including: enhanced ability to undertake advanced research in the field and beyond; enhanced ability to undertake team working activities; enhanced ability to synthesise ideas and present them orally and in written assignments; and enhanced ability to undertake critical analysis
Programme Syllabus

All students must complete, LS5072 Climate Change Law and Policy, LS5562, Sustainable Development and Law, LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter two courses must be selected from the list below, one from each half session Alternatively, one course can be selected from the list below and one from another LLM programme (excluding LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573).
	First Half Session

September 2011 – January 2012
	Second Half Session

February 2012- June 2012

	LS5076 Oil & Gas Law
	LS5537 Principles of Environmental Regulation

	LS5078 The Evolution of International Law in a World of Crises
	LS5578 Intellectual Property, Human Rights & Development

	LS5081 Maritime Spatial Planning Law
	LS5581 Renewable Energy Law


LLM Oil & Gas Law

Programme Aims

1. to enable students to gain advanced and specialist education in selected areas of Oil and Gas Law which provide a basis from which to undertake academic research and

2. to develop the skills of critical analysis and independent research in law which are relevant to the needs of the legal profession and other areas of employment.

Programme Learning Outcomes
The learning outcomes for students are, within the field of Oil and Gas Law:
1.
greatly enhanced knowledge of current legal rules and planned developments or reforms, their relevance to the contexts (private and public) in which law is applied,

2.
the ability to research a wide range of issues using legal resources from Scotland, the United Kingdom, European and International sources,

3.
the ability to interpret and criticise the resources available, and to express that knowledge and criticism in class and in written assignments

Programme Syllabus

All students must complete LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter four courses must be selected from the list below, two from each half session. Alternatively, three courses can be selected from the list below and one from another LLM programme. Students on this programme may not select LS5076 Oil & Gas Law.
	First Half Session

September 2011 – January 2012
	Second Half Session

February 2012- June 2012

	LS5045 Oil & Gas Law State Control
	LS5537 Principles of Environmental Regulation

	LS5046 Oil & Gas Law: Contracting
	LS5548 Oil & Gas Law: Regulation

	LS5081 Maritime Spatial Planning Law
	LS5573 Taxation of Oil & Gas

	
	LS5581 Renewable Energy Law


LLM in Criminal Justice

Programme Aims
To develop the student’s interest in, and knowledge of, criminal justice at an advanced level.  This combines both theoretical and applied aspects of criminal justice, including the study of general theories of criminal law and criminality as well as particular offences, elements of criminal justice systems and criminal evidence and proof.

To allow the student to become acquainted with the relationship between criminal justice and human rights, as well as the international and comparative aspects of criminal justice or criminological theory through the choice of an elective from the full range of LLM modules offered by the School of Law.

Programme Learning Outcomes
On conclusion of the programme students will have acquired and demonstrated
 Knowledge and understanding of criminal justice including general principles of criminal law and criminological theory; specific criminal offences; elements of criminal justice systems; models of criminal procedure; concepts of evidence and proof; related human rights issues or international criminal law.

 Skills of analysis, interpretation, critical reasoning, and independent thought in relation to aspects of criminal justice

 Ability to access, and use for analysis, relevant texts and electronic databases

 Ability to organise and communicate ideas effectively
Programme Syllabus

All students must complete LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Due to sabbatical leave only three courses are available in 2011-2012 on the Criminal Justice programme. Students wishing to graduate with the LLM in Criminal Justice must select all three courses below and one from another LLM programme (excluding LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573). 
	First Half Session

September 2011 – January 2012
	Second Half Session

February 2012- June 2012

	LS5039 Issues in Criminal Justice
	LS5531 Criminal Evidence and Proof

	
	LS5539 International Criminal Law


LLM in Human Rights

Programme Aims

The programme aims to develop the student’s interest in, and knowledge of, international mechanism of human rights protection at an advanced level. It studies international human rights law, the regional human rights systems, the protection of basic rights in national legal systems, and the role of non-governmental organizations in human rights protection. It seeks to combine the theoretical and the doctrinal aspects of human rights protection with the understanding of the practical challenges facing human rights bodies and organizations. 

Programme Learning Outcomes

On conclusion of the programme students will have acquired and demonstrated

 Knowledge and understanding of human rights protection including the theoretical foundations of human rights; the institutional structures of human rights protection; the jurisprudence of human rights bodies;

 Skills of analysis, interpretation, critical reasoning, and independent thought in relation to aspects of human rights;

 Ability to access, and use for analysis, relevant texts and electronic databases;
 Ability to organise and communicate ideas effectively
Programme Syllabus

All students must complete LS5518, International Human Rights Law, LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter three courses must be selected from the list below, two from the first half session and one from the second half session. Alternatively, two courses can be selected from the list below and one from another LLM programme (excluding LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573). 

	First Half Session

September 2011 – January 2012
	Second Half Session

February 2012- June 2012

	LS5043 Peoples, Indigenous Peoples and Minorities in International Law
	LS5549 Use of Force in International Law

	LS5068 The Politics of Human Rights
	LS5572 Comparative Constitutional Law

	LS5078 The Evolution of International Law in a World of Crises
	LS5578 Intellectual Property, Human Rights & Development


LLM in Criminal Justice and Human Rights and LLM in Human Rights and Criminal Justice

Programme Aims
 To develop the student’s interest in, and knowledge of, criminal justice and human rights at an advanced level.   This combines both international human rights law and a study of regional human rights systems with both theoretical and applied aspects of criminal justice, from a selection of courses covering general theories of criminal law as well as particular offences, criminology, elements of criminal justice systems and criminal evidence and proof.

 To allow the student to become acquainted with the relationship between criminal justice and human rights.

Learning Outcomes
On conclusion of the programme students will have acquired and demonstrated
· Knowledge and understanding of the conceptual foundations, historical evolution and sources of International Human Rights Law and of regional systems of human rights protection; 

· Knowledge and understanding of key aspects of criminal justice including some of: general principles of criminal law; criminological theory; specific criminal offences; elements of criminal justice systems; models of criminal procedure; concepts of evidence and proof; or international criminal law;
· Skills of analysis, interpretation, critical reasoning, and independent thought in relation to aspects of criminal justice and human rights;
· Ability to access, and use for analysis, relevant texts and electronic databases;
· Ability to organise and communicate ideas effectively.
Programme Syllabus

Criminal Justice and Human Rights 

All students must complete LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter four courses must be selected from the lists under the Criminal Justice programme and the Human Rights programme. At least two must be selected from the Criminal Justice programme and at least one from the Human Rights programme. One course may be selected from another LLM programme (excluding LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573).

Human Rights and Criminal Justice 

All students must complete LS5518 International Human Rights Law, LS5510 Research Methods and LS5801 Dissertation. Thereafter three courses must be selected from the lists under the Human Rights programme and the Criminal Justice programme. At least one must be selected from the Human Rights programme and at least one from the Criminal Justice programme. One course may be selected from another LLM programme (excluding LS5045, LS5046, LS5548, LS5573).

Appendix 2
	CAS Descriptors
School of Law

	Grade
	Description
	Degree class

	20, 19, 18
	Work, which is largely and predominately characterised by the following:
· The best performance that can be expected from a student at this level. 
· Outstanding ability and critical thought. 
· Evidence of extensive reading / research. 
· Superior understanding showing significant signs of originality and an in-depth understanding of the topics covered (in particular in relation to the comprehension and analysis of relevant legal theories and legal argument).
· Use of new information, new methodology or new theory. 
· Original insight and power of analysis in which arguments are cogent and well supported in almost all respects or demonstrate creativity or originality.
· Excellent grasp of appropriate critical concepts, including legal concepts.
· Excellence in understanding and critical analytical ability.
· Evidence of wide reading and discriminating use of relevant literature sources and work experience where appropriate. 
· A firm sense of relevance.
· Illuminating and intelligent use of quotation or other illustrative material.
· Ability to present well-structured and persuasive argument.
· A superior and effective command of English.
· No significant deficiencies within the context of the assessment format.
· Consistently high standard of presentation.

	Distinction

	17, 16, 15
	Work, which is largely and predominately characterised by the following:
· Able to argue logically and organise answers well. 
· Shows a thorough grasp of concepts. 
· Good use of examples to illustrate points and justify arguments. 
· Evidence of reading and wide appreciation of subject
· Alert and sensitive response to / intelligent understanding of the law and relevant literature.
· Evidence of first hand knowledge / personal research of a varied range of sources appropriate to the topic(s) / issue(s) under discussion.
· Good understanding of critical legal concepts.
· Ability to distinguish and deploy relevant material.
· Accurate and effective use of quotation or other illustrative material (e.g., well organised use of secondary material).
· Orderly / effective presentation of arguments which are mostly well supported.
· Clear and effective expression.
· Develops and analyses the core issues covered by the assessment while dealing with some advanced aspects of the assessment topic and shows an ability to engage in debate on relevant material. 
· Highly competent work demonstrating clear understanding of the issues. 
· Some signs of presenting information in a new light or drawing strands together in a new framework. 

	Commendation

	14,13,12
	Work, which is largely and predominately characterised by the following:
· Repetition of lecture / seminar notes without evidence of further appreciation of subject.
· Lacking illustrative examples and originality. 
· Basic / clear level of understanding of the relevant law.
· Knowledge of a sufficient number of core materials / ideas to substantiate general statements.
· Appropriate use of quotation or other illustrative material.
· Some ability to engage in / awareness of critical legal debate(s).
· Ability to recognise core issues and to construct a coherent answer which keeps these in view.
· Arguments are well constructed but omit or do not develop sufficiently some significant issues.
· Clear and grammatical style.
· Develops and analyses the core issues covered by the assessment to a limited extent but shows understanding of relevant material. 
· Satisfactory presentation.

	Pass

	11,10,9
	Work, which is largely and predominately characterised by the following:
· Limited ability to argue logically and organise answers. 
· Failure to develop or illustrate points.
· Some knowledge of a restricted range of issues related to the assessment suggesting a lack of understanding of some of the key legal issues
· Limited understanding of relevant legal issues or technical terms.
· Presentation of material which shows only a limited ability to understand and correctly deploy the work of others.
· Identifies and states accurately relevant principles but fails to develop or analyse the core issues covered by the assessment. 
· Shows limited understanding of relevant legal material. 
· Arguments are badly constructed or superficial.
· Contains flaws in logic or methodology or both. 
· Limited use of relevant literature sources and (where appropriate to the assignment) work experience. 
· Weak / simplistic presentation.

	Minimal Pass

	8, 7, 6
	Work, which is largely and predominately characterised by the following:
· Poor / inappropriate / inaccurate presentation. 
· Tendency to irrelevance. 
· Some attempt at an answer but seriously lacking in content and or ability to organise thoughts
· Little evidence of coherent thinking or organisation.
· Inability to identify or state accurately even basic ideas relevant to the core issues covered by the assessment;
· Reproduces in an inappropriate or incorrect manner the work of others;
· Significant errors or misconceptions in respect of a core issue covered by the assessment which indicate a serious misunderstanding of the assessment topic;
· Deficiencies in structure, presentation and formulation of arguments which are sufficiently serious to indicate a serious lack of understanding of the assessment topic. 
· Fails to meet the required standard.

	Fail

	5, 4, 3
	Work, which is largely and predominately characterised by the following:
· No appreciable evidence of coherent thinking or organisation
· Contains major errors or misconceptions which indicate a fundamental misunderstanding of the assessment topic. 
· Deficiencies in structure, presentation and formulation of arguments which are sufficiently serious to indicate a fundamental lack of understanding of the assessment topic.
· Consistently poor presentation

	

	2, 1, 0
	· Token or no submission
	


Notes and CAS General Principles
(a)
Departments may, if appropriate to the discipline, mark in terms other than the Common Assessment Scale before converting marks to that Scale.  The relationship between marks expressed on other scales and points on the Common Assessment Scale is for the Department to decide, but examiners must be informed of that relationship.

(b)
The CAS is not a linear scale and in converting raw marks to a CAS mark there is no requirement that there should be the same interval of raw marks for each of the 21 CAS marks.

(c)
THE POINT 9 REPRESENTS THE MINIMUM LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE NORMALLY NEEDED FOR A STUDENT TO BE AWARDED A PASS, AND 20 INDICATES THE BEST WHICH CAN BE EXPECTED FROM A STUDENT AT THE RELEVANT LEVEL.  IT IS FOR EXAMINERS TO DETERMINE WHAT CONSTITUTES A PASS: 9 IS NOT EQUIVALENT TO 45%.  SIMILARLY, OTHER POINTS ON THE SCALE INDICATE LEVELS OF PERFORMANCE AND DO NOT CORRESPOND DIRECTLY TO PERCENTAGES OR OTHER MARKING SYSTEMS.  CAS MARKS 1-20 SHOULD NOT, THEREFORE, BE CONSIDERED EQUIVALENT TO 20 X 5%.
(d)
It is incorrect to average CAS marks and round-up or round-down the average mark.  

(e)
Additional CAS points should not be created by the use of decimals i.e. each CAS mark should be an integer.

(f)
Departments are required to inform students and examiners of the criteria applicable to the bands on the Scale.  External Examiners are the ultimate arbiters of CAS marks and it is essential that they be kept fully informed of a Department’s criteria for the CAS bands which apply in their discipline at each Level.

Appendix 3
LLM Coursework Hand-in Checklist

Before handing in your coursework, make sure that you can answer “yes” to all of the following questions. Tick the boxes accordingly and attach this sheet to one copy of the coursework before you submit it.

If the answer to any question is “no”, then the work is not yet ready for submission.

Student ID number
……………………

Course code

LS5………………..

Date


……………………

	
	
	YES
	NO

	Are you submitting two copies?

	
	
	

	Have you properly completed pink submission sheets for both copies?

	
	
	

	Is the work anonymous with only your ID number appearing?

	
	
	

	Is the work printed in 12-point font, 1.5 spacing?

	
	
	

	Are the essay pages numbered?


	
	
	

	Have you complied strictly with the word limit and included a note of the word count on your essay?


	
	
	

	Is it stapled only in the top-left hand corner with no other bindings or covers?

	
	
	

	Have you complied with the University’s rules on plagiarism?

	
	
	

	Are all references consistent with the format set out in the Research Methods course handbook?

	
	
	

	Is there a bibliography laid out alphabetically by author surname?

	
	
	

	Have you complied with any course-specific instructions notified by the Course Co-ordinator?
	
	
	


CODE OF PRACTICE ON CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT (PG) 
(Taking in amendments endorsed by the Law School in November 2006)

Continuous assessment is playing an increasing role in Law courses.  Staff and students need to be made aware of the requirements which it places on them.  Consequently, the School of Law has adopted a Code of Practice on Continuous Assessment which counts towards the overall mark for a course.  The following points should be noted by students:

1.
The Course Handout will inform students of the nature of the assessment exercise(s), the submission date(s), and the weight given to such exercise(s) in the overall assessment.

2.
Students will receive feedback on their performance during the course.

3.
The equal availability of the resources required for the completion of assessment exercises will be ensured as far as possible.

4.
Staff will not assist students to complete assessment exercises.

5.
Late submission.  Students must seek the permission of the course coordinator and the convenor of the PGT Policy Committee, in advance where possible, for an extension to a submission date.  Where the Convener is satisfied that there is good cause for late submission of assessed work, no penalty is imposed but where the Convener is not satisfied, the final mark will be down-graded by one point on the CAS for each day or part of the day the work is late.  (The weekend is counted as one day for the purpose of this rule.)  An appeal against the decision of the Convener of the PGT Policy Committee goes to the Head of the School of Law.

6.
Where a student fails a course, the right to re-sit applies only to the examination.  The continuous assessment mark will be carried forward.  The overall mark will be capped at 09.
7.
Plagiarism is regarded as cheating and may result in action under the Code of Practice on Student Discipline.  The University has adopted the following definition of plagiarism:  “Plagiarism is the use, without adequate acknowledgement, of the intellectual work of another person in work submitted for assessment.  A student cannot be found to have committed plagiarism where it can be shown that the student has taken all reasonable care to avoid representing the work of others as his or her own.”  [Code of Practice on Student Discipline (University Court Resolution No 232 of 2003), para 2.1.1(h)]

8.
Systems for ensuring equitable and consistent marking are in place.  Continuous assessment will be marked anonymously.  Assessment exercises must be available for scrutiny by the External Examiner.  Consequently, students may be asked to submit two copies of such work.

Appendix 4
THE DISSERTATION
The Dissertation (Course code LS5801)

Between March and the end of August you will be expected to prepare and write a dissertation on a topic of your choice related to your specialist programme. The dissertation counts for 40 credits. The dissertation must not exceed 10,000 words. The emphasis is on quality not quantity; by restricting the dissertation to 10,000 words, you will have to synthesise your material and focus only on what is directly relevant to the question being addressed.

The dissertation is a very important component of the LLM programme. The learning outcomes are:

to enable you to undertake a short piece of research with minimal guidance;

to provide you with an opportunity to study in depth a topic of your choice;

to further develop your critical and analytical skills;

to improve skills in accessing and synthesising information;

to give you responsibility for the management of an important component of your programme.

The Research Methods (LS5510) course provides the foundation on which the dissertation is built. The course is divided into two parts:

Part 1
is comprised of classes dealing with skills in research, critical analysis and argument construction;

Part 2
is comprised of classes dealing with the preparation of the dissertation plan. 

The dissertation plan forms the assessment for the course, with approval by a member of staff with subject expertise and a member of the Dissertation Team overseeing finalisation of plans constituting the required “pass” and allowing you to proceed to begin work on your dissertation.
Students commencing in September take Part 1 of this course in their first half session and Part 2 in their second. Students commencing in January take both Parts 1 and 2 in their first half session.

The dissertation is essentially a project that you will carry out alone with only minimal guidance. After the dissertation plan has been approved, Workshops will be held early in the summer to remind students of the key issues to bear in mind as they embark on the writing of their dissertations. Otherwise, students are expected to work independently. Accordingly, staff will not read drafts of all or part of a dissertation before submission, nor will they assist students in locating sources. To repeat: the point of the exercise is for students to develop their abilities to work independently.

Submission is usually at the beginning of September – the precise date and time will be notified to you in due course. Extensions of the submission date will only be permitted in exceptional circumstances on application to the course co-ordinator and the LLM Director of Studies (extension request forms are available from C41). A deduction of one mark will be made for every three days the dissertation is overdue (unless permission has been granted for an extension); Saturday/Sunday counts as one day for these purposes.

Dissertations will be marked once the last date for submission has passed but not until then. If you hand in your dissertation early, you should not expect an earlier assessment. If the dissertation is received by the deadline, then every effort will be made to complete its assessment by two internal examiners and the external examiner by end October. Students wishing to graduate in November should apply following the instructions intimated by the university Registry. 

Dissertations will be marked on the common assessment scale, a copy of which is available in the appendices to the LLM Programme Handbook.

You will receive written feedback on your dissertation as well as notification of the mark.
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