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JIM DUNCAN SCHOLARSHIP

Applications are invited for the above scholarship to start in the academic year 2009/10 (which begins at the end of September 2009)
· The scholarship is open to anyone who has decided to go to University to undertake an undergraduate degree after having had a break in their education, or who are resuming their undergraduate studies at the University after an interruption, and require financial assistance.

· The scholarship shall initially be awarded for a two year period of the undergraduate course in order to give security to the scholar awarded.  Thereafter, the scholar may apply to have the scholarship renewed on an annual basis. 

· The scholarship will be awarded on the basis of financial need and academic potential.

· Applications from medical students would be particularly welcome.

· The scholarship is valued at £1,200 per annum.

· The scholarship will be awarded in time for the academic year 2009/10, which begins at the end of September.

· If the successful candidate wishes to take a year out, then scholarship payments will be suspended during the same period.
· Should the recipient of the scholarship decide to withdraw from their degree course or their studies are terminated, or if they fail to perform at a satisfactory level in their studies, the University of Aberdeen reserves the right to stop their funding at short notice. 
· The successful candidate will be required to write an annual report of one A4 page updating the donor on their progress.  It is expected that the successful candidate will attend the annual Scholarship event. 
Please return completed application form to Jenny Styles, University of Aberdeen Development Trust, University Office, King’s College, Aberdeen, AB24 3FX 
Closing date for Applications is 11 September 2009

Guidelines for Applicants

Completing the form

Section 1 - Personal details

Make sure that you give us your name and your address for correspondence. You should supply the name of the School, College or other educational institution (i.e. University) which you have attended most recently, your date of birth, your UCAS Personal ID number, and the degree course you will be/are undertaking at the University of Aberdeen.  If you have an e-mail address, please include it.

Section 2 - Qualifications and grades awarded

You should summarise the academic (or work-related) qualifications you currently hold, giving year awarded, type of qualification and subject, and grades achieved. 

* If you are currently an undergraduate student, please also summarise University grades achieved to date.

Section 3 - Qualifications and predicted grades

You should also enter qualifications still to be taken if applicable.
If you require further space for sections 2 or 3, please attach an extra sheet giving the details.

Section 4 - Sponsorships, Scholarships and Prizes

If you have applied for, or already been awarded a bursary or scholarship, or have applied for or gained scholarship to support your undergraduate studies, please give details of the source(s) and amount(s) involved.

List any prize or award you have gained for academic performance or in employment, or for other skills or achievements, whether in school or college, or outside.

Section 5 – Employment History
Please provide details of positions or work experience held.

Section 6 - Relevant outside activities

Please tell us about any activity you take part in which you feel is relevant to your current or future studies. For example, if you are aiming to study Law or Medicine or Forestry you might mention relevant work experience. 

Section 7 - Personal statement

Please give reasons why you think you should be considered for the award of the Jim Duncan Scholarship.  The scholarship is open to anyone who has decided to go to University to undertake an undergraduate degree after having had a break in their education, or who are resuming their undergraduate studies at the University after an interruption, and require financial assistance.  If you have decided to go to University to undertake an undergraduate degree after having had a break in your education, please give us full details.  Please provide full details if you are resuming your undergraduate studies at the University after an interruption.  Please tell us why you decided to choose the course you will be/are studying.

If you require further space for Section 7, please attach an extra sheet giving the details.

Section 8 – Financial Circumstances

This scholarship is awarded on the basis of financial need and academic potential; only applicants who can demonstrate financial need are eligible for this scholarship and you must provide full details of your financial circumstances.  Please tell us as much as you can about your financial circumstances.  You are encouraged to supply information relating to all sources of household income and expenditure.  The Scholarship Panel expects to see supporting documentary evidence and your application is likely to be unsuccessful if this is not provided.
If you require further space for Section 8, please attach an extra sheet giving the details.

Personal Reference

You will need to provide a supporting reference.  It should be completed by someone who is familiar with your circumstances and your recent studies – whether at school, college, University, access course or in employment.  Someone from your school or college (ie. guidance teacher, teacher) or someone from your place of work who has a supervisory or managerial role would be a satisfactory referee.  If you are already at University, your Adviser of Studies or a lecturer would be a suitable referee.

The University of Aberdeen: Confidential

Jim Duncan Scholarship Application Form

Please read the guidelines for Applicants carefully before completing this form.  Please complete this form using black ink or word processed.  If completing the form by hand, please use BLOCK CAPITALS.  You may use additional sheets of paper if necessary. Completed application forms should reach Jenny Styles in the University of Aberdeen Development Trust by 11 September 2009.  We cannot consider your application unless you have also submitted your supporting Reference which may be either open, or sealed in an envelope with your name clearly printed on the outside.

Informal enquiries should be directed to Jenny Styles (email: j.styles@abdn.ac.uk)
Section 1 - Personal details

Title
(Miss, Mr, Mrs, Ms)
Surname/Family Name

UCAS Personal ID Number


First/Given Name(s)

Date of Birth


Correspondence Address


Post Code



Telephone Number

e-mail address ……………………………………………
Most recent school, college or other educational institution (e.g. University) which you have attended. (If you are no longer at school, college or another educational institution, please also give date (month and year) when you last attended.)

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

Please tell us which degree course you will be undertaking at the University of Aberdeen.   If you are currently an undergraduate student, please advise the name of the degree course you are undertaking.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Section 2 – Qualifications achieved and grades awarded in chronological order

Year
Qualification and Subject
Grades

Cont.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Section 3 - Qualifications and predicted grades

Year
Qualification and Subject
Grades

Section 4 - Sponsorships, Scholarships & Prizes

Year
Bursary/Prize
Amount/Level

Year                                         

Sponsorship/Scholarship/Bursary name         Sponsoring/awarding body


     

  ……………………………………..





  ……………………………………..




       ……………………………………..


      
       ……………………………………..


      
       ……………………………………..

Section 5 – Employment History

Please list below positions or work experience held

Dates
Position
Employer

Section 6 – Outside Activities

Please tell us about any activity in which you take part that you feel is relevant to your current or future studies.

Section 7 - Personal statement 

Using the space provided, give reasons why you believe you should be considered for the award of the Jim Duncan Scholarship.  Please give us full details if you have decided to go to University to undertake an undergraduate degree after having had a break in your education, or if are resuming your undergraduate studies at the University after an interruption.  You should mention why you have decided to undertake a degree course and where you hope this will lead you.
Section 8 – Financial Circumstances 

This scholarship is awarded on the basis of financial need and academic potential; only applicants who can demonstrate financial need are eligible for this scholarship and you must provide full details of your financial circumstances.  Please tell us as much as you can about your financial circumstances.  The Scholarship Panel expects to see supporting documentary evidence and your application is likely to be unsuccessful if this is not provided.  If your household is in receipt of Family Tax Credit, School Meals Subsidy, Income Support, DSS Benefits, Disability Allowances or Income from Savings, please provide evidence.  You are encouraged to supply information relating to all sources of household income and expenditure.  A copy of the Inland Revenue TC602 document detailing Tax Credits Awarded is useful, however if this is not applicable, copies of other paperwork demonstrating income should be submitted.  If you simply list outgoings and income within this section, or list on a separate sheet, your application is likely to be unsuccessful, proof must be provided.  If you state evidence can be supplied on request this too will also result in your application not receiving favourable consideration.  You should include information about family members still in full time education or, if mature, about any dependants.  You should also let us know if you are the first generation of your immediate family ever to apply to university.  Please continue on a separate sheet if required
The Reference is enclosed

It has been completed by (give name of referee):___________________________________________________

I understand that the information I have provided will remain confidential to the Selection Panel. I confirm that the information I have provided is accurate, and understand that the provision of false information may lead to the withdrawal of any Scholarship award.

Signature
  Date


Final Checklist:

-     Have you completed all sections of the application form?

· Have you provided above the name of your Referee?

· Have you signed and dated your application form?

· Have you enclosed your reference?

· Have you enclosed documentary evidence in support of Section 8?

The completed application form should be submitted to arrive no later than 11 September 2009, to:

Ms Jenny Styles, University of Aberdeen Development Trust, University Office, King’s College, Aberdeen, AB24 3FX.  
Confidential Reference

Information about the scholarship and guidelines on completing the reference is provided.

It would be helpful if your reference could be word-processed, but if this is not possible please complete it in black ink.

Applicants Name  ​____________________________________________________

Your Name           ___________________________________________________

Post/Occupation    ___________________________________________________

Name of School/College/Company  __________________________________



































































































































































































































































































































































































































Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary

Signature ________________________________  Date  _____________________________

On completion please return your reference directly to the applicant who will send it to Jenny Styles, Development Trust.  If you wish the reference to be confidential from the applicant please seal it in an envelope and write the applicant’s name on the front of the envelope.

Information for the Reference

Details of the Scholarship
The Jim Duncan Scholarship is open to anyone who has decided to go to University to undertake an undergraduate degree after having had a break in their education, or who are resuming their undergraduate studies at the University after an interruption, and require financial assistance.

The scholarship shall initially be awarded for a two year period of the undergraduate course in order to give security to the scholar awarded.  Thereafter, the scholar may apply to have the scholarship renewed on an annual basis. 

The scholarship will be awarded on the basis of financial need and hardship, and academic potential.  
Applications from medical students would be particularly welcome.

The scholarship is valued at £1,200 per annum.

The scholarship will be awarded in time for the academic year 2009/10, which begins at the end of September.

Content of the Reference

In making the award, the Scholarship Panel will consider all relevant facts about the applicant.  Personal and financial circumstances will play an important part in the selection process.  It is therefore essential that you communicate to the Panel any facts about the candidate, such as personal and financial circumstances, which might have a bearing on the Panel’s deliberations.  In addition, your assessment of the applicant’s abilities and potential will help us to identify the best candidate.

Applicants are encouraged to supply information relating to all sources of household income and applications will be enhanced if they provide documentary evidence.

As well as those who have achieved examination success, those who have shown initiative in other spheres of life will be an important consideration.

We welcome any information you can give us which demonstrates these, or gives further insight into the applicant’s circumstances, achievements or aspirations.  We would welcome evidence of initiative and of commitment to study.  In making these awards, we would also want to take into account the educational or social context in which the applicant has performed, particularly if their achievement was made in the face of difficulty or adversity.   Any information you can give us on these matters would be particularly helpful.

All information provided in applications for a Scholarship is confidential to the Scholarship Panel.  

On completion of this Reference, please return it to the applicant, whose responsibility it is to send it to us with the application form.  If you wish your remarks to be confidential from the applicant, please seal your reference in an envelope and write the applicants name on the front.

The closing date for applications is 11 September 2009.
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