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Introduction

The Core Skills for Research Students is compulsory for students registered for a PhD and LLM by research in law.  

The course has three main objectives:

Objective 1: To develop the core skills necessary to complete a successful programme of research in law.

Under the guidance of his or her supervisor, the PhD and LLM research student will be responsible for a substantial piece of research from design all the way through to completion.  This in itself provides a valuable learning experience, especially during the first year of study.  This course does not intend to replace the supervisor as a learning-source for research methods.  It instead offers an additional and complementary source of learning about issues that are common across all research degrees in law.  The course also attempts to introduce and integrate students into the larger scholarly environment at the University of Aberdeen School of Law.  It will achieve these aims through student participation in seminars on research methods and strategies, writing and presentation workshops, and attendance at various academic presentations or other events.  Students must also submit occasional written assignments, intended to improve and assess fundamental abilities.  As such, it will provide all post-graduate research students with some of the key skills needed to complete a research degree on time and to the required standard, as well as to contribute to a thriving, collegial research community.  

Objective 2: To provide a forum where research students can raise and discuss questions, problems and issues of common interest.

This course also aims to provide a meeting point where PhD and LLM research students can share problems and issues that they might encounter during the course of their research.  Thus, the classes provide an opportunity for students to raise questions and discuss their experiences with others who might well have faced or be facing the same problems.  Furthermore, while the supervisor remains at all times the main contact point for research students, the course also raises opportunities for students to interact with other faculty members, advanced research students, and visiting scholars, to gain further insights and advice for their studies.

Objective 3: To prepare PhD students for the first-year, capstone writing submission required for progression to the advanced stages of PhD study
At the end of the first year of studies, PhD students must give a public presentation (approximately fifteen minutes in length) on some aspect of their research.  Although finishing LLM research students may also present if they choose, they are not required to do so.  Also, PhD students must submit an extended written paper on their thesis topic near the end of their first year of study.  This paper will be a capstone project, intended to consolidate and present the results of the first year of research (see Requirement 4 below).  As such, the work must demonstrate that the student has achieved the satisfactory level of scholarship and writing skills generally expected after one year of full-time research (or equivalent for part-time students).  Accordingly, this paper will be critically assessed by both the supervisor and at least one other member of faculty on the Post-Graduate Research Committee.  The result of that assessment, evaluated together with the student’s performance in the Core Skills course itself, will form part of the consideration to determine whether the law student will progress to the advanced stages of PhD study.  Like the presentation, however, this capstone paper is not required for LLM students, who will normally submit their finished thesis and complete their programme after one year of study.  However, satisfactory completion of the other required elements of the Core Skills Course remains mandatory, alongside the thesis, for granting of the LLM degree.
Course Requirements

Before advancing into the second year of studies, all PhD students must successfully complete the Core Skills Course and all its requirements, including the capstone research paper.  This cumulative first-year evaluation will consist of Requirements 1-4 for PhD students.  LLM research students must only meet Requirements 1 and 2, in combination with successful completion of their thesis.  The Core Skills Course lasts one year and will begin in October and January.  Research students granted admission to the PhD or LLM-by-Research programmes must commence the Core Skills Course by no later than the October or January, whichever is earlier, immediately following their admission, and must complete the Course within one academic year (or equivalent for part-time students).
Student performance will not be marked on the CAS scale, but will be assessed by the Director of the Research Student Training Programme and other appointed faculty members to determine if the student has achieved a satisfactory standard for progression.
Requirement 1 (PhD and LLM) – Attendance:  Special dispensation for students unable to fulfil this requirement will be made only in writing by the Director of the Research Student Training Programme and only under extraordinary circumstances.  For purposes of the Core Skills programme and the cumulative first-year evaluation, attendance will be assessed in the following two ways:
1) First Half-Session: Attendance at all Core Skills classes is mandatory for all PhD and LLM research students (unless a student has been excused in advance from the LexisNexis/Westlaw training session and unless otherwise indicated in the Class Timetable below).
2) Second Half-Session: Attendance at the “Presentation workshop” is mandatory for PhD students only; LLM research students are nonetheless strongly encouraged to attend.  Additionally, PhD and LLM research students must attend three academic events at the University of Aberdeen, to be approved in advance by the Director of the Research Student Training Programme.  The student must submit to the Graduate Programmes Coordinator an attendance form (also available from the Graduate Programmes Coordinator), signed by a faculty/staff member or events organizer present and attesting to the student’s attendance.  Suitable events can include presentations by faculty and visiting scholars, as well as some events sponsored by the Post-Graduate Legal Research Society (for more information about the society itself, see http://law-research.blogspot.com/).  Subject to the approval of the Director, these events might also deal with disciplines outside of the law, if they are in some way pertinent to the student’s research.
Requirement 2 (PhD and LLM) – Written assignments: Students must attend the required workshops on practical skills, such as writing and oral presentation.  These workshops will usually coincide with a written exercise.  Students must submit these written assignments on time.  Assignments must comply with the Law School Style Guide. 
Requirement 3 (PhD only) – Presentation: All PhD students must (and willing LLM research students may) present on some aspect of their research during their second half-session in the programme and be available to answer audience questions.  The presentation days will likely take the form of a two-day “mini-conference” in which participants will be divided into panels based upon subject-matter.  This panel will be open to the public.  In the past, research student presentations have been well-attended and are an important installation in the academic community of the Law School.
Requirement 4 (PhD only) – First-Year Paper:  This will be a thesis chapter or part of a thesis chapter of approximately 10,000 words.  Works of less than 9,000 words or more than 10,000 will not be accepted.  The paper must be submitted by no later than 2 weeks after the student has presented in fulfilment of Requirement 3 above.  
Class Timetable

Induction Week:  per timetable as produced by the Graduate Programmes Coordinator
First Half-Session
	Time


	Location
	Topic

	Tues. 7 Oct. 2008

11-1 pm
	Court Room,
University Office (enter the visitor reception off Regent Walk)
	The nature of a research thesis in law:  

how to recognise and validate problems and to formulate and test hypotheses  in law.  Students should bring their research proposals to this session.


	Wed. 8 Oct. 2008**
1-2 pm
	Taylor Library project room 2*


	Legal Information Skills

	Thurs. 9 Oct. 2008**
12-1 pm
	Taylor Library project room 2


	Introduction to Lexis and Westlaw legal databases

	Thurs. 9 Oct. 2008
1-2 pm

(optional***)


	Taylor Library project room 2
	Funding Opportunities for Researchers:  a brief overview of funding opportunities and resources for seeking funding for researchers.  



	Tuesday 14 Oct. 2008

1-2 pm
	OBG01
Old Brewery
	Writing workshop 1: Introduction to skills and referencing practices:  understanding good research practices in law. 

Assignment 1: Article review (1000 words), due Tues. 21 Oct. 2008


	Thurs 16 Oct. 2008

1-2 pm
	KCS13
King’s College
	Topics in Methodology: “Comparative Law in a Globalized Academic Community”


	Tuesday 21 Oct. 2008

1-2 pm
	OBG01

Old Brewery
	Topics in Methodology: “Interdisciplinary Research – Uses and Pitfalls”


	Tues. 28 Oct. 2008

1-2 pm
	OBG01

Old Brewery
	Writing workshop 2: Abstracts and research outlines:  How to summarise, document, and report on findings and progress. 
Assignment 2: Research Outlines (app. 2000 words), due 11 Nov. 2008



	Thurs 30 Oct. 2008
1-2 pm 
	KCS13

King’s College
	Writing workshop 3:  Reading, Re-reading, and Re-drafting:  How to analyse critically and evaluate one’s own writing and that of others. 
Assignment 3:  Self-assessment and re-draft of Assignment 1, due 18 Nov. 2008.



	Dec. 2008 

(Revision Week, Date to be announced)
	Taylor D 44
	Assignments 2 and 3 will be returned to students.  Office hours will be available for individual feedback.



*
Project room 2 is upstairs in Taylor Law Library.
**
Students who have completed the taught or research LLM programme at the University of Aberdeen may be excused from Legal Information Skills and database instruction.  Other students who can demonstrate satisfactory familiarity with Lexis and Westlaw may be excused from database instruction at the discretion of the Director of the Research Student Training Programme, as evidenced in writing.
***
This optional session for both PhD and LLM students will only be held if there is sufficient show of interest from students.  Those interested in attending must sign up by e-mail to the Post Graduate Officer no later than the end of Induction Week.  
Second Half-Session (Details to be announced)
	January 2008
	To be announced
	Assignment 4: Detailed outline and abstract for PhD First-Year Presentation, approved by the PhD supervisor, due date to be announced


	Easter Vacation



	April 2008
	To be announced
	Presentation workshop (PhD requirement only)


	May 2008
· Revision Week
· + 2 weeks from date of Presentation.
	To be announced
	· PhD First-Year Presentations
· PhD Submission of First Year Paper
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