CODE OF PRACTICE ON CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT
Continuous assessment is playing an increasing role in Law courses.  Staff and students need to be made aware of the requirements which it places on them.  Consequently, the School of Law has adopted a Code of Practice on Continuous Assessment which counts towards the overall mark for a course.  The following points should be noted by students:

1.
The Course Handout will inform students of the nature of the assessment exercise(s), the submission date(s), and the weight given to such exercise(s) in the overall assessment.

2.
Students will receive feed-back on their performance during the course.

3.
The equal availability of the resources required for the completion of assessment exercises will be ensured as far as possible.

4.
Staff will not assist students to complete assessment exercises.

5.
Late submission.  Students must seek the permission of the Convener of the School Teaching Development Committee, in advance where possible, for an extension to a submission date.  Where the Convener is satisfied that there is good cause for late submission of assessed work, no penalty is imposed but where the Convener is not satisfied, the final mark will be down-graded by one point on the CAS for each day or part of the day the work is late.  (The weekend is counted as one day for the purpose of this rule.)  An appeal against the decision of the Convener of the School Teaching Committee lies in the first instance to the Director of Undergraduate Programmes (Law) and thereafter to the Head of the School of Law.

6.
Where a student fails a course, the right to re-sit applies only to the examination.  The continuous assessment mark will be carried forward.  (This does not apply to Legal Argument, which is assessed entirely on the basis of continuous assessment.)
7.
Plagiarism is regarded as cheating and may result in action under the Code of Practice on Student Discipline.  The University has adopted the following definition of plagiarism:  “Plagiarism is the use, without adequate acknowledgement, of the intellectual work of another person in work submitted for assessment.  A student cannot be found to have committed plagiarism where it can be shown that the student has taken all reasonable care to avoid representing the work of others as his or her own.”  [Code of Practice on Student Discipline (University Court Resolution No 232 of 2003), para 2.1.1(h)]
8.
Systems for ensuring equitable and consistent marking are in place.  Continuous assessment will be marked anonymously.  Assessment exercises must be available for scrutiny by the External Examiner.  Consequently, students may be asked to submit two copies of such work.

(The above guidelines do not apply to the Honours Dissertation which counts as a course in its own right.  Further information is available in the handout for that course.)
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