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VISA Information

Please note it is your responsibility to check visa requirements and apply for a visa. Any
information we provide is for guidance only.

It is important to check all immigration requirements regularly and before travelling, as they can change.
Students without the necessary visa will be refused entry to the UK. You should allow plenty of time to
organise your visa and ensure you are aware of all your responsibilities under the terms and conditions of
your visa. Please note that the advice given below relates primarily to the Tier 4, General Student
category of the UK's Points Based Immigration Scheme. For further information, please visit the United
Kingdom Border Agency (UKBA) website.

Tier 4: Immigration Information for International Students Leaflet

Tier 4: A pledge of support for international students in Scotland (Produced by Universities Scotland)
Background Information

Tier 4: What Does the Points Based System Mean for Our International Students?

All international students planning to study full-time in the UK will need to apply for their VISA under Tier
4.

The information given on this webpage is based on details of the Points Based System currently
published by UKBA. The information is continually updated, so it is important that you visit this page and
the UKBA website at regular intervals to ensure you have the most up-to-date information. Further
updates are expected April 2012.

Applying for a VISA under Tier 4

Any international (except European Economic Area and Swiss nationals) student planning to study full-
time in the UK for more than six months will need to apply for their visa under Tier 4. The visa application
is based on a points based assessment - 40 points are needed to be granted a visa. You score:

1 30 points for Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies (CAS), which is a number generated when a
licensed immigration sponsor enters your data into the relevant Home Office electronic system; and

1 10 points if you can show that you have enough finances to cover your course fees for the first 12
months and monthly living expenses for up to 9 months (known as maintenance).

For further information visit http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/

Who is my Licensed Immigration Sponsor?

All applicants under the Tier 4 (General) Student category need a sponsor - your sponsor will be the
University which you are planning to study at therefore, in your case, it will be the University of
Aberdeen. The University of Aberdeen is on the 'Register of Sponsors Licensed under the Points Based
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System'. Our sponsor number is 1GF1B20B2 and we have a Highly Trusted Status (HTS) rating, the
highest level that can be awarded.

For further information, see the UK Border Agency Register of Sponsors

What is a Confirmation of Acceptance of Studies (CAS) and how do | get this?

You must have your CAS before you can make a visa application. The CAS is an electronic number
provided to you by your sponsor. This number cannot be issued by anyone other than your sponsor. The
number is generated by your sponsor once you have accepted an unconditional offer of a place. The
University cannot issue a CAS before this. The number is created when the University enters your
details, which would include your name and course of study in to the Home Office database. The
University of Aberdeen will issue you with a Certificate of Acceptance which will include a note of your
CAS number which you will need in order to apply for your visa once you have completed the following:

Met any conditions attached to your offer (as detailed in your offer letter)

Returned your financial guarantee form (and sponsor letter if applicable)

Returned your acceptance form

Paid any deposit if applicable (this will be detailed in your offer letter)

Returned your deposit agreement if applicable (this will be detailed in your offer letter)

Please note, if you have not completed any of the steps listed you will not be issued with a CAS or
Certificate of Acceptance. Your Certificate of Acceptance will be sent to you by email as a pdf. For the
University to be able to issue you with a CAS you must first supply the Admissions Office with your
passport number, your nationality, place of birth and country of birth.

When applying for your visa you will need to quote your CAS number and in addition, you will need to
provide evidence of the reasons you have been given an offer as laid out in your Certificate of
Acceptance e.g. by submitting your original degree certificate/transcripts and English Language
qualifications with your qualifications. Do not provide certificates not mentioned on your CAS.

If you had deferred your offer you must NOT use the old documentation supplied to you by the
University as the CAS and Certificate of Acceptance must be issued no more than six months before the
date of the application. Any visa application submitted using old documentation or without a CAS will be
automatically refused.

You may obtain several CAS numbers from different licensed sponsors, if you are applying to institutions
other than the University of Aberdeen but you should only apply for entry clearance - a visa - with the
CAS from your chosen institution. Your visa will then be linked to your immigration sponsor, therefore if
you are studying at the University of Aberdeen, your visa will be granted to study at the University of
Aberdeen only. It is important that you make this decision carefully. If you change your mind subsequent
to receiving your visa, you will need to apply for a new visa and your new institution may not allow you
to register which may have implications for your ability to register for your chosen degree programme in a
timely manner.

How Much Money Do | Need to Have?

At the time of writing the finances you need in order to pass the points-based assessment if you are
coming to study at the University of Aberdeen are:

Length of Where will you Maintainance (Funds) Needed

Course Study?

9 months or Outside London Course fees plus £600 for each calendar month of the course
less
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More than 9 Outside London First year of fees plus £5,400 to cover nine months of living costs
months in the United Kingdom

You must show that you have held the required amount of money in your bank account for a
consecutive 28-day period. This period should finish on the date of the closing balance (as shown on
your bank statement) which should be no more than 31 days before the date of your application.

Please check the UKBA website for the latest information. For information on course fees please go to:
www.abdn.ac.uk/international/finance.php

The Certificate of Acceptance will state the amount of tuition fees that you are required to pay for your
first year.

How Long Can | Apply to Stay For?
If you are studying at degree level or above, you can stay for the full duration of your course

1 Further information on Tier 4 duration from the UK Borders Agency.

What Do | Need to Apply?

To apply for your visa, once you have received your CAS, you should complete the application form - for
further information visit http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/studying/

It is essential that you complete all of the required fields in the application form. Please note, the
University of Aberdeen cannot provide individual advice on completing the visa application form and you
should refer to the UKVisas website should you have any questions regarding the visa application form.
In addition, you will need to include the following:

1 Your passport or travel document;
1 Your CAS number as provided by a licensed sponsor
1 The fee as published at http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/fees// This cannot be
refunded and you must pay in local currency;
1 Your biometric details
1 A recent passport sized photograph - it is important that this is inline with UKBA guidance
1 All documents as specified in the Tier 4 Guidance as stated in the Immigration Rules. This would
include documentation to prove you meet the maintenance requirements. You should also provide
original certificates of qualification and/or original transcripts that are detailed in your Certificate of
Acceptance under the section entitled 'Documents Used to Make the Offer':
Evidence 1 Academic Standing (e.g. academic transcript & degree certificate)
Evidence 2 English Language (e.g. TOEFL/IELTS score)

Please refer to UKBA guidance for up-to-date information on what needs to be included. If you do not
submit relevant documents, your application is likely to be refused so it is really important that you are
confident at the point of submission that you have checked that you have completed all the required
documents and included the necessary evidence documentation in accordance with UKBA guidelines.

How Much Will It Cost?

The VISA application fees are listed on the UKBA website:
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/fees/
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