IMS FACILITIES OPEN MEETING

Friday 1st February, 9.30 am, IMS Level 7 Conference Room

Notes from the meeting

Approximately 60 people attended this meeting.

Professor Ian Booth opened the meeting by thanking people for attending, and explaining that the reason for the meeting was to identify and discuss any new facilities, or improvements to existing facilities, that people feel would be appropriate to develop.  The outcomes of this meeting would be taken forward to the next meeting of the Facilities Group in mid-February to develop an action plan.  
· Media Kitchen:  it was felt that individual labs buy media in small quantities and that it would work out cheaper and be more efficient, if items were bought on a larger scale and kept in a central place.   Professor Booth pointed out that there had been a Media Kitchen a few years back, but no-one had been willing to pay for it.    He was aware that some staff felt there was a need to restore this facility [20-25 labs have shown some interest] and discussions are underway at the moment involving David McKenzie, to identify a mechanism for funding this facility with respect to technical assistance.   He requested that PIs identify grant(s), where money could come from and to give an indication of how much they would contribute to the funding.   This would give Professor Booth an indication of an annual budget, before technical assistance was put in place.
· Animal models:  Professor Porter had suggested that one of the key facilities could be animal models (perhaps also reagent libraries – cDNA, RNA, peptide, antibody etc).   Discussion followed and the issue raised, of storing ‘models’ in a safe place outwith the IMS, as part of the College disaster plans.    Professor Porter agreed to follow up this issue.
· In vivo Micro CT system:   this was brought up by Dr Miedzybrodzka.   System already installed at Foresterhill [PET CT ~ Dr Andy Walsh].   Smaller MRI scanner being investigated;  hoped to make progress with this over the next twelve months.
· Histology:  it was felt that the Histology provision should be looked at to see what is being done within the IMS and what new or different requirements are needed.   Dr Miep Helfrich to take this on board.

· Bioinformaticist:  Dr Miedzybrodzka told the meeting that at a recent Generation Scotland meeting they had talked about the value of a bioinformaticist to focus on analysis of genomic arrays to help individual groups to develop skills.   Professor Booth replied that it was likely that SULSA would be funding biochemists in the near future and that this was not felt to be a high priority within the University.   It was agreed, that a link to BIOS would be inserted into the IMS web page and also added to the Technologies Brochure and to look at what can be done locally before trying to get the University’s support.   Anyone with suggestions or comments on this to contact Dr Miedzybrodzka.     
· Autostainer, High Pressure Freezer, Scanning EM with EDAX and cryo option, In vivo imagina equipment, Confocal / Multiphoton microscope:  Dr Miep Helfrich elaborated on why she had put together the equipment list above.   Discussion followed.    

· Equipment wish list:  staff were reminded that the Development Trust have an equipment ‘wish list’ which can be added to.   Money to purchase equipment is raised through legacies and donations to the University.  
· University Core Facilities:   there was some confusion as to who could use the Core Facilities.   Professor Booth clarified this:  core facilities are available for use by any University of Aberdeen member of staff.
· Archive storage space:  Dr Miedzybrodzka felt that there was a lack of archive storage space in which to bank DNA samples on the back of research projects.   Professor Booth agreed to take this forward by having discussions with Mr Glennie and Mr McKenzie.

· Accommodation for use by University guests:   Professor Booth said that there had been discussions at College level on the purchase of accommodation which could be leased to University staff / visitors on a short term basis.   Professor Booth agreed to follow this up.
The next meeting of the IMS Facilities Committee is taking place on Monday 11 February.   Any other issues for discussion at the meeting should be forward to Mrs Maureen Carr [m.carr@abdn.ac.uk].

