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Information about the Talisman MSc Scholarship and guidelines on completing your reference is provided.

It would be helpful if your reference could be typewritten or word-processed, but if this is not possible please complete it in black ink.

Applicant’s Name


Your Name


Post 

Reference Form
Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary

Signature
  Date


On completion please return your reference directly to the applicant who will send it on to the University.  If you wish the reference to be confidential from the applicant please seal it in an envelope and write the applicant’s name clearly on the front of the envelope.

The Talisman MSc Scholarship Programme
Guidelines for the Reference

Talisman (U.K.) Limited is offering one MSc Scholarship.

The scholarship is open to UK/EU students wishing to commence one of the following  full time MSc degree programmes in September 2013:-

MSc Safety & Reliability Engineering for Oil & Gas
MSc Oil & Gas Engineering

MSc Renewable Energy

MSc Subsea Engineering

MSc Oil & Gas Enterprise Management

MSc Integrated Petroleum Geoscience

(Please note that the scholarship is not open to students wishing to commence any of the above programmes on a part-time basis).

Features of The Talisman Scholarship Programme open to Talisman Scholars:

· Financial support as detailed below

· The opportunity to receive mentoring from Talisman staff

· Invitations for scholars to relevant events

· The opportunity to interview for a summer placement

Please note that any number of scholarships can be applied for; however priority will be given to students not already in receipt of a scholarship.  Students are not able to hold more than one corporate scholarship at any one time.

The scholarship is valued at £15,000 for the one year duration of the MSc degree course.  This will cover UK/EU postgraduate tuition fees, and will provide a maintenance stipend.
Only applicants domiciled in the UK and classified as paying Home Fees OR applicants normally domiciled in the UK but temporarily living outside the UK and classified as paying Home Fees OR citizens of the European Union domiciled in the European Union are eligible to apply for the scholarship.
To be considered for the Talisman MSc Scholarship the applicant will need to have applied to the University of Aberdeen for a place on one of the eligible MSc degree programmes starting in September 2013.  To be awarded the Talisman MSc Scholarship the applicant must receive and then firmly accept an unconditional offer of a place on one of the eligible MSc degree programmes at the University of Aberdeen.
 A Scholarship Committee, comprising the relevant Heads of School, nominated course leaders, and a representative of the Development Trust, will consider the applications, shortlist the candidates and make the award.  In making the decision, the selection panel will take into account the applicant’s educational background and achievements, other relevant information given in their application form, personal statement, CV and your reference.
The scholarship will be subject to the scholarship recipient maintaining satisfactory academic attainment.  The scholarship will lapse if the scholar ceases to study an eligible MSc degree programme or leaves the University of Aberdeen.  The scholarship can only be held by students of the University – it cannot be transferred to another institution.
The Personal Reference

As part of the application, the applicant will need to provide a supporting Reference.  It should preferably be completed by an academic member of staff from the university where the applicant studied their undergraduate degree who is familiar with their academic achievements.  Alternatively, if the applicant is not coming straight from an undergraduate degree, someone from their place of work who has a supervisory or managerial role and who is familiar with their academic achievements would be a satisfactory referee.

The Reference provided will form part of the scholarship selection process.  It is helpful if the Referee explicitly deals with the Scholarship Selection criteria and refers to information detailed by the applicant in the Scholarship Application.  

NB: applications where the candidate has written the supporting reference will not be considered by the selection panel. 

Content of the Reference

The University will award the scholarship to an applicant who have good academic potential, and who is likely to be successful in their MSc degree programme.  The Scholarship will be awarded on the basis of academic achievement and personal characteristics.  Academic merit will be judged on undergraduate degree classification (obtaining no less than a 2.1 Honours degree, or equivalent) and future potential.  In respect of personal characteristics, applicants should be able to show, through submission of a personal statement (section 5 of the application form), that they:

· Are enthusiastic, energetic and determined. 
· Have a strong commitment to self-development 
· Possess good communication and interpersonal skills
· Take a pro-active and committed approach to their education
· Are highly motivated
· Are keen to succeed, both academically and professionally
· Have an awareness of and interest in the energy industry
We welcome any information you can give us which demonstrates the above, and the applicant’s academic achievements and commitment to their studies. 

In making the awards, the selection panel will consider all relevant facts about the applicant.  Your assessment of the applicant's academic abilities and potential will help us to identify the best candidate. 

We welcome any information you can give us which gives further insight into the applicant’s circumstances, achievements or aspirations.

We would welcome evidence of initiative and of commitment to study.

You may find it helpful to look at the guidelines for Applicants and the Application Form.  Both are available on-line at: http://www.abdn.ac.uk/cops/courses/postgraduate-funding-121.php
All information provided is confidential to the Selection panel. 
On completion of this Reference, please return it to the applicant, whose responsibility it is to send it to us with the application form.  If you wish your remarks to be confidential from the applicant, please seal your reference in an envelope and write the applicant's name clearly on the front.
The Closing Date for Applications is 2 August 2013. 

If you have any queries not answered by the guidelines above please contact  Graduate School Admissions Unit, College of Physical Sciences, University of Aberdeen (email: cpsgrad@abdn.ac.uk, tel: 01224 272515). 
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